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DECLARATION: 


8 there are ſome people who 
cannot read, without making” 
application of the vicious and Judi-- 
crous characters they meet with in 
works of this kind; I declare to- 
theſe miſchievous readers, that they 
will be to blame, if they apply any; 
of tlie pictures drawn in this book. 
I publicly owrry that my purpoſe} is 


God forbid that I ſhould undertake 
to delineate any man ip particular! 


Let no reader, therefofe, aſſume t- | 
himſelf that which as property Bes. 
longs to others; leſt, as Phædrus 


Fto repreſent life as we find it: ihe 


Nobſerves, he make an unlucky diſ- 


covery of his own character. Hulle 
nudlabit animi conſcientiam. There are 
i... phyſicians: | 
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ſeen every where. 
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8 in Caſtille, as well as in 

rance, whoſe practice conſiſts in 
evacuating their nge a little too 
much; and the ſame vices and pe- 
culiarities of diſpoſition are to be 
I confeſs that I 
have not always exactly obſerved 
the manners of the Spaniards; and 
thoſe who are acquainted with the 
diſorderly lives of the players at 
Madrid, may reproach me with 
having deſcribed their irregularities 
with too much tenderneſs : but 1 
thought it was neceſſary to ſoften 


them a little, that they might be 


the more conformable to the man- 


i ners of ourow n country. 


( vi 6 
G IL _ Br LAM 
or 
R E A D E N 


ENTLE reader, before thou heareſt the 
hiſtory of my life, give me leave to en- 
tertain thee with a ſhort ſtory. 

Two ſcholars, in their way from Pennafiel 
to Salamanca, being thirſty and fatigued, far 
down by a ſpring they met with on the road, 
There, while they reſted themſelves, after 
having quenched their thirſt, they perceived 
by accident, upon a ſtone that was even with 
the ſurface of the earth, ſome letters, already 
half effaced by time, and the feet of flocks 
that came to water at the fountain : having 
waſhed it, they -read theſe words in the 
Caſtilian tongue: Aqui eff d encerrada el elma 
del Licenciado Pedro Garcias, ** Here is in- 
terred the ſoul of the Licentiate Peter Gar- 
cias.“ The younger of the two ſtudents, be- 
ing a pert coxcomb, no ſooner read this in- 
ſcription, than he cried with a loud laugh, 
A good joke i'faith; Here is interred the 
ſoul—a ſoul interred !—Who the devil could 
be the author of ſuch a wiſe epitaph !' So 

A 4 ſaying, 


( vu ) 
ſaying, he got up and went away : while his 
campanion, who was bleſſed with a greater 
ſhare of penetration, ſaid to himſelf, -* There 
is certainly ſome myſtery in this affair: 1'll 
ſtay in order to unriddle it.“ Accordingly, 
his comrade was no ſooner out of ſight, than 
he began to dig with his knife all around the 
ſtone ; and ſucceeded fo well, that he got it 
up, and found beneath it a leathern purſe, 
containing an hundred ducats, and a card, on 
which was written the following ſentence in 
Latin, Whoſoever thou art who halt wit 
enough to diſcover the meaning of the in! 
ſcription, inherit my money, and make a 
better uſe of it than I have done.” The 
ſcholar rejoiced at his good fortune, placed 
the ſtone in its former fituation, and walked 
home to Salamanca with the foul of the li- 
centiate. Of what completion ſoever thou 
may'ſt be, friendly reader, thou wilt certain] 

reſemble one of thoſe two ſcholars : tor if 
thou peruſeſt my adventures, without perceiv- 
ing the moral inſtructions they eontain, thou 
wilt reap no harveſt from thy labour: bur if 
thou readeſt with attention, thou wilt find in 
them, according to the precept of Horace, 
profit mingled with pleaſure, 12 
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GIL BLAS of Santillane., 
Ss I. 5 . . 

SH A f. . 


0f the birth and education of Ei Bla. 
M. father, Gil Blas of Santillane, after having 


carried arms many years for the ſervice of the 
Spaniſh monarchy, retired to the town in 
which he was born, where he choſe a wife atnong the 
fecond-rate citizens, who, though ſhe was no chicken; 
brought me into the world ten months after her mar 
riage.—They afterwaras removed to Oviedo, where 
my mother Coles a waiting-woman, and my father 
ſquire * to a lady: and as they had nothing but their 
wages to depend upon, I ſhould have run the hazard 
of being very poorly educated, had it not been my good 
fortune to have a canon for my uncle, whoſe name? 
was Gil Peres: he was my mother's eldeft brother, as 


* Squire, or gentleman uſher, in Spaniſh, Eſcus 
dero, is a perſon that waits on a lady. Former 
decayed gentlemen were entertained by the nobtluy J 
for this purpoſe ; they took their appellation from 
thoſe eminent ſquires v-hoſe office Was to carry they 


3 15 ſhicld {in Spain called Eſcudo] of theit maſter, 


well 
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1o The ADVENTURES of . 


well as my god-father ; a little man, three feet and 
an half high, exceſſively fat, with his head funk be- 


ll rwecn his ſhoulders; otherwiſe an honeR prieſt, whoſe 


chief care was to live well; that is, to make good 
chear ; and his living, which was no lean one, furni- 
ſhed him with the means. 

He carried me home to his houſe while an infant, 
taking charge of my education; and I appeared fo 
ſprightly, that he reſolved to cultivate my genius, 
With this view he bought for me an hornbook, and 
undertook (himſelf) to learn me to read; a taſk no leſs 
uſeful to him than to me; for, in teaching me m 
letters, he had recourſe to his reading, which he had 
always neglected too much, and, by dint of applica» 
tion, enabled himſelf to read his breviary without 
heſitation ; a qualification he had never been poſſeſſed 
of before. —He had all the inclination in the world to 
inſtruct me in the Latin tongue alſo, becauſe it would 


have been ſo much money ſaved to him; but, alas, | 


poor G1] Peres ! he had never in his life underſtood 
the rudiments of that language, and was perhaps (but 


W this I do not vouch for certainty) the moſt illiterate 
canon of the whole chapter,—l have been told, in- 


deed, that he had not obtained his benefice by his eru- 


dition, but owed intirely to the gratitude of ſome 


pious nuns, for whom he had ated the part of a zea- 


lous commiſſioner, and by whole influence the order 


of prieſthood had been conferred upon him without 
examination. 


He was therefore obliged to ſubject me to the birch 


of a ſchook-maſter, and accordingly ſent me to the 
= houſe of doctor Godinez, who was reckoned the moſt 
expert flogger in Oviedo. 


I improved fo well under 
his inſtructions, that in five or tix years I underſtood 


a2 little Greeck, was a pretty good Latin ſcholar, and 
applying myſelſ alſo to logic, began to argue apace; 
BY 1 was ſo much in love with diſpute, that I ſtopt paſ- 

ſengers, known or unknown, and propoſed arguments 
to them; and ſometimes meeting with Hibernian 
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'CIL BL AS. 11 
geniuſes, who were very glad of the occaſion, it was 
a good jeſt to ſee us diſpute; by our extravagant geſ- 
tures, grimaces, contorſions, our eyes full of fury, 
and our mouths full of foam, one would have'taken 
us for bedlamites rather than philoſophers. 

By theſe means, however, I acquired the reputation 
of a great ſcholar in town ; a circumſtance that plea» 
ſed my uncle extremely, as he foreſaw that I ſhould 
not be- much longer an expence to him. — Harkee, 
Gil Blas, (ſaid he to me one day) thou art no longer 
a child, and it is high time for a briſk lad of ſeven- 
teen, like thee, to puſh thy fortune in the world; 1 
am determined to lend thee to Salamanca, where, 
with ſuch genius and learning, thou canſt not fail of 
obtaining ſome good poſt : thou ſhalt have ſome 
ducais in thy pocket to bear thy expences on the 
road; and I will give thee my own mule, Which 
thou may'ſt ſell at Salamanca e or twelve pif- 
* toles, and live npon the money until thou ſhalt be 
« ſettled to thy ſatisfattion.” 

He could not have propoſed any thing more agrees * 
able to me: for I paſſionately longed to ſee the 
world: nevertheleſs, I had diſcretion enough to con- 
ceal my joy; and when the time of my departure ar- 
rived, fleckig the moſt lively ſorrow at leaving an 
uncle, to whom 1 owed ſo many obligations, the ho» 
neſt man was melted, and gave me more money thaa 
he would have done, could he have ſeen tothe bottom 
of my heart, —Before I ſet out, I went to take leave 
of my father and mother, who enriched me with ads 
vice, exhorting me to pray to God for my uncle, to live 
inotfenfively, to {chew evil, and by all means to re- 
frain from ſtealing—After they had held forth a good 
while, they made me a preſent of their bleſſings 
which was all I expected from them; and I, mounts 
ing gy mule, bade adieu to Oviedo. | 
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of his being grievouſly alarmed in his way. to Pennaſſor : 
V hits conduct in that town ; with an account of a per- 
fon who ſupped. with him. ; 


> EHOLD me then in the open field. clear of 
Oviedo, on the road to Pennaflor, maſter of my. 
own conduct, of a ſorry mule, and forty good ducats, 
excluſive oi ſome royals Which I had ſtolen from my. 
much-honoured uncle.—The firſt thing I did was to 
let my beaſt go at diſcretion, that is, very gently ;_ and 
throwing the bridle on her neck, I emptied my purſe. 
into my bat, and amuſed myſelf in counting my mo- 
ney. :. my joy was exceſſive; and as I had never ſeen 
ſo much calh before, I handled and gazed at it with 
inſatiable delight.—-—1I had reckoned it, perhaps, 
twenty times over, when, all of a ſudden, my mule 
Failing her head, and-pricking up her ears, ſtopt in the 
middle of the highway. Imagining fhe was trighted: 
at ſomething, I looked about to fee what was the 
matter, and perceived upon the ground an old hat, 
turned up, with a roſary of great beads in it; at the 
{ame time heard a lamentable voice pronounce theſe 
words: Mr. Traveller, for God's ſake, have pity; 
on a poor maimed ſoldier ; drop, if you pleaſe, a few. 
bits into the hat, and you ſhall be rewarde1-in hea- 
ven.“ -I turned up my eyes immediately on the ſide 
from whence the voice iſſued, and ſaw, at the root of 
a buſh, about twenty or thirty paces from me, a kind 
of ſoldier, who, upon two crols ſlicks, ſupported the 
barrel of a carbine, in my apprehenſion longer than 
gs pinke, with which he ſeemed to take aim at me: at- 
WW this apparition, which made me quake for the church's: 
money, I ſtopt ſhort, and, pockeuing my ducats in 
2 great hurry, took out ſome rials, approached the 
bat, that was expoſed for the reception of extorted: 
charity, and dropt them into it, one after another, 
| that the beggar might ſee how nobly. 1 uſed Ling 
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He was ſatisfied with my bounty, and gave me a be- 
| nediction for every kick that I beſtowed on the ſides 
2 of my mule, in order to get out of his reach; but 
2 the plaguy beaſt, regardleſs of my impatience, mov- 
. ed not a ſtep the faſter, having loſt the power of gal- 
'f loping, by a long habit of carrying my uncle-at her” 
own leifure. | 


* 1 did not look upon this adventure as à very fa- 
* woureble omen for my journey: I conſidered that 1 
Y might meet with ſomething ſtill worſe, before T 
4 ſhould arrive at Salamanca; and could not help bla- 
fe. ming my uncle's imprudence, for having neglected to 
wy put me under the direction of a carrier. This, to be 
64 ſure, was what he ought to have dane; but he ima 


4 gined that, by giving me his mule, my journey would 
be the leſs expenhve; and he had more regard to that 


505 conſideration, than to the dangers 1 might be expoſei 
" to on the road. In order therefore to repair his mil 
4 management, I determined (as ſoon as I ſhould arrive 

| at Pennaflor) to fell the mule; and take the opportas 
_ nity of a carrier for Aſtorga, from whence I could 
Ty. 'tranſport myſelf to Salamanca by the fame convent 7 
0 ence; for although I had never been out of Oviedo, 


JT was not ignorant of the names of the towns through 
* which I muſt paſs, having informed myſelf of theſe 
things before I ſet out. 

I arrived in ſafety at Pennaflor, and halting at the 
I ate of an inn that made a tolerable appearance, 1 ne 
/ — alighted than the landlord came out, and res 
ceived me with great civility ; he untied my ports 


* manteau with his own hands, and, throwing it on his 
10 ſhoulder, conducted me into a room, while one of 
* his ſervants led my mule into the ſtable.— This inn 
© keeper, the greateſt talker of the Aſturies, and as ready 
* to relate his own affairs, without being aſked, as to 
4 pry into thoſe of another, told me that his name was 
=; Andrew'Corcuelo ; that he had ſerved many years in 


? "WW tbe king's army, in quality of a ſerjeant 3*and had 
ay, yuitted the ſervice Aſteen months ago, to marry u 


" 
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damſel of Caſtropol, who (though ſhe was a Itttle 


Wwarthy) knew very well how to turn the penny. 
He laid a thouſand other things, which I could have 
diſpenſed with the hearing of; but after having made 
me his confidant, he thought he had a right to exact 
the ſame condeſcenſion from me; and accordingly 
aſked whence I came, whither I was going, and what 
I Was.—I was obliged to anſwer, article by article, 
becauſe he accompanied every queſtion with a pro- 
found bow, and begged me to excuſe his curioſity, 
with ſuch a reſpe&ful air, that I could not refuſe to 
ſatisfy him in every particular,—This engaged me in 
a long converſation with him, and gave me occaſion 
to mention my deſign, and the reaſons I had for dif- 
poſing of my mule, that I might take the opportunity 


of a carrier.— He approved of my intention, though 


not in a very ſuccin& manner; for he repreſented all 
the troubleſome accidents that might befal me on the 
road ; he recounted many diſmal ſtories of travellers, 


and I was afraid he would never have done; he con- 


cluded at length, however, telling me, that if I had 
a mind to ſell my mule, he was acquainted- with'a 
very honeſt jockey who would buy her. Iuflured 
him he would oblige me in ſending for him; upon 
which he went in queſt of him immediately with 
great eagerneſs. —It was not long before he returned 
with his man, whom he introduced to me as a perſon 
of exceeding honeſty, and we went into the yard all 
together, where my mule was produced, and paſſed 
and repaſſed before the jockey, who examined her 
from head to foot, and did not fail to ſpeak very diſ- 
advantageouſly of her. I own there was not much 
to be ſaid in her praiſe ; but, however, had it been 
the pope's mule, he would have found ſome deſects 
in her. He aſſured me, that ſhe had all the faults a 
mule could have; and, to convince me of his vera- 
city, appealed to the landlord, who, doubtleſs, had 
his reaſons for ſupporting his friend's aſſertions —— 
« Well (ſaid this dealer, with an air —— 


D 
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how much money do you expect for this wretched 
animal ?” After the eulogium he had beſtowed on 
her, and the atteſtation of ſignior Corcuelo, whom I 
believed to be a man of honeſty and underſtanding, 
I would have given my mule for nothing; and there- 
fore told him 1 would rely on his integrity; biddin 
him appraiſe the beaſt in his own conſcience, and 
would ſtand to the valuation, Upon this he aſſumed 
the man of honour, and replied, that in engaging his 
conſcience I took him on the weak fide : in good 
ſooth, that did not ſeem to be his ſtrong ſide; for, in- 
ſtead of valuing her at ten or twelve piſtoles, as my 
uncle had done, he fixed the price at three ducats, 
which I accepted with as much joy as if I had made 
an excellent bargain, 2 

After having ſo advantageouſly diſpoſed of my mule, 
the landlord conducted me to a carrier, who was to 
ſet out next day for Aſtorga.— This muleteer let me 
know, that he would depart before day-break, and 
promiſed to wake me in time, after we had agreed 
upon the price, as well for the hire of a mule as far? 
my board on the road; and when every thing was” 
ſettled tween us, I returned to the inn with Cor 
cuelo, who, by the way, began to recount the carrier's 
hiſtory ; he told me every circumſtance of his cha- 
racter in town, and, in ſhort, was going to ſtupify 
me again with his intolerable loquacity; when, * 
for me, a man of a pretty good appearance prevented 
my misfortune, by accoſting him with great civility. 
I left them together, and went on, without 
ſpecting that I had the leaſt concern in their con- 
ver ſation. - ep 

When I arrived at the ina I called for ſupper, a 
it being a meagre day, was fain to put up with eggs; 
which while they got ready, I made up to my land- 
lady, whom I had not 66h before; ſhe appeared 
handſome enough, and withal ſo ſprightly and gays 
that I ſhould have concluded, (even if her hufbang 
had not told me ſo) that het houſe was pretty well 
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26 The ADVENTURES of 
frequented. —When the amlet I had beſpoke wat 
Teady, I ſat wn to table by myſelf; and had not 

et ſwallowed the firſt morſel when the landlord came 
in, followed by the man who had ſtopt him in the 
ſtreet. This cavalier, who wore a long ſword, and 
ſeemed to be about thirty years of age, advanced to- 
Wards me with an eager air, ſaying, Mr, Student, 

Jam informed that you are thet ſignior Gil Blas of 
Santillane. who is the link of philoſophy, and orna- 
ment of Oviedo! Is it poſſible that you are that mir- 
Tor of learning, that ſublime genius, whoſe reputa- 


tion is ſo great in this country !—Y ou know not (con- 


tinued he, addreſſing himſelf to the inn-keeper and 
his wife) you know not what you polleſs! You have 
a treaſure in you houſe! Behold, in this young gentle. 
man, the eighth wonder of the world!” Then turn- 
ing to me, and throwing his arms about my neck, 
« Forgive (cried he) my tranſports! I cannot contain 
the joy that your preſence creates!“ 

I could:not an{wer for ſome time, becauſe he lock. 
ed me ſo cloſe in his arms that I was al moſt ſuffocat- 
ed for want of breath; and it was not till I had dife 
<engaged my head from his embrace, that I*replicd, 
+ Signior cavalier, I did not think my name was 
known at Tennaflor.“ “ How! known! (reſumed 
he in his former ſtrain) we keep a regiſter of all the 
celebrated names within twenty leagues of us: yon 
in particular are looked upon as a prodigy; and 1 
don't at all doubt, that Spain will one day be as 
proud of you, as Greece was of her ſeven ſages.” 
Theſe words were followed by a freſh hug, which 
Jas enforced to endure, though at the riſk of tran. 
gulation. With the little experience I had, I-ought 


not to have been the dupe of his profeſſions and hy- 


perbolical compliments: I ought to have known, by 
Nis extravagant flattery, that he was one of thoſe pa- 
raſites which 'abound in every town, and who, when 
ſtranger arrives, introduce themſelves to him, in 


order to fill their bellies at his expence; buy wy youth 
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and vanity made me judge quite otherwiſe: my ad- 
mirer appeared to me ſo much of a gWifleman, that 
I invited him to take a ſhare of my ſupper. '** Alt 
with all my foul (cried he); 1 am too much obliged 


to my kind ſtars for having thrown me in the way of 


the illuſtrious Gil Blas, not to enjoy my good fortune 
as long as I can?!* I have no great appetite (purſued he} 
but I will fit down to bear you company, and eat à 
mouthful, purely out of complarſance.” | | 
So ſaying, my panegyriſt took his place right over- 
againſt me, and, a cover being laid for him, attacked 
the amlet as yoraciouſly as if he had faſted three 
whole days: by his complarſant beginning 1 forefaw 
that our diſh would not laft long, and therefore or- 
dered a ſecond; which they dreſſed with ſuch dif 
patch, that it was ſerved juſt as we—or rather he 
had made an end of the firſt. He proceeded on this 
with the Tame vigour, and found means, without 
loſing one ſtroke of his teeth, to overwhelm me With 
praiſcs during the whole repaſt, which made me very 
well pleaſed with my ſweet ſelf.— He drank in pros” 
portion to his eating; ſometimes to my health, ſome⸗ 
times to that of my father and mother, whoſe happi-" 
neſs in having ſuch a ſon as me he could not enough 
admire.—In the mean time he plied me with wine, 
and inſiſted upon my doing him Juſtice, While 1 
toaſted health for health; ire nine which, to- 
gether with his intoxcating flattery, put me into ſuch 
a good humour, that, ſceing our ſecond” amlet half 
devoured, I aſked the landlord if he had no fiſh iu 
the houſe. Signior Corcuelo, who, in all tikelthood, 
had a fellow-feeling with the paraſite; replied, “ I have” 
a delicate trout; but thoſe Who eat it muſt pay for 
the ſauce :—'tis a bit too dainty for your palate, T 1 
doubt.“ —* What do you call too dainty? (ſaid the 
ſycophant, raiſing his voice) you're a wiſeacte, ins 
deed ! know that there is nothing in this houſe too 
good for ſignior Gil Blas de Santillane, who deſerves” 
to be entertained like aprince,”. ? 
0 2 I was 
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I was pleaſed at his laying hold of the landlord's 
laft words, uwhich he prevented me, who finding; 
myſelf offended, ſaid, with an air of diſdain, „ Pro- 
duce this trout of yours, gaffer Corcuelo, and give 
yourſelf no trouble about the conſequence.” —This. 
was what the inn-keeper wanted: he got it ready, 
and ſerved it up in a trice. At ſight of this ne 8 
I could perceive the paralite's eyes ſparkling with, 
Joy ; and he renewed*that complaiſance— mean for 
the fiſh, —which he had already ſhewnfo the eggs. 
At laſt, however, he was obliged to give out, tor 
fear of accident, being crammed to the very throat; 
Having therefore eaten and drank his bellyful, he 
thought proper to conclude the farce by riſmg from 
table, and accoſting me in theſe words: Signior 
Gil Blas, I am too well ſatisfied with your good 
cheer to leave you without offering an important ad- 
vice, which you ſeem to have great occaſion for ; 
Henceforth beware of praiſe, and be upon your guard 
againſt every body you do not know. You may 
meet with other people inclined to divert themſelves 
with your credulity, and perhaps to puſh things fill 
Farther ; but don't be duped again, nor believe your- 
ſelf (though they ſhould ſwear it) the eighth wonder, 
of the world.” —So ſaying, he laughed in my face, 
and ftalked away. I was as much affected by this. 
bite, as I have ſince been by misfortunes of far greater 
conſequence.— I could not forgive myſelf for Farin | 
been ſo groſly impoſed upon; or rather, I was ſhocked 
to find my pride ſo hutnbled : ** How ! (faid I to 
myſelf) has the traitor then made a jeſt of me? His 
defign in accoſting my landlord in the ſtreet was only 
to pump him; or perhaps they underſtand one ano» 
ther! Ab, ſimple Gil Blas! Go hang thyſelf for 
ſhame, for having given ſuch raſcals an opportunity 
of turning thee into ridicule! I ſuppoſe they will 
trump up a fine ſtory of this affair, Which will reach 
Oviedo, and doubtleſs do thee a great deal of ho- 
Kour ; and make thy parents repent their having; 
| | thrown 
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HKrown away ſo much good counſel 'og an aſs; in- 
ſtead of exhorting me not to wrong ai body, they 
pught to have cautioned me againſt the knavery of 
he world!* Chagrined with theſe rms + reflec- 
tions, and inflamed with reſentment, I locked myſelf” 
in my chamber, and went to bed, where, however, 
did not fleep; for, before I could cloſe my eyes, 
he carrier came to let me know that he was ready to 
et out, and only waited for me: I got up inſtantly, 
and while I put on my cloaths, Corcuelo brought me 
a bill, in Which, I aſſure you, the trout was not 
forgotten: and I was not only obliged to gratify his 
xorbitance, but 1 had alſo the mortification to per- 
eive, while I counted the money, that the ſarcaſtic 
dave remembered my adventure. After having 
paid ſauce far a ſupper, which I had fo ill digeſted, 
I went to the muleteer with my bags, wiſhing the 
paralite, the inn-keeper, and his inn, at the devil, 


the carrier's temptation on the road, and its 7 K 
— How Gu Blas, in attempting to get out of the frying. 
pan, fell into the fire. 


Was not the only perſon who travelled with the 
carrier, there being in company two children be- 
onging to a gentleman at Pennaflor, a little trolling ' 

ballad-ſinger of Mondonedo, and a young tradeſmati 
of Aſtorga, who was bringing home a girl whom he 

ad married at Verco. We became acquainted with” 

one another preſently, and every one, in a very ſhore” 
ime, told whence he came, and whither he was go- 
ng.—The new-married lady was fo ſtupid and ta w- 

y, that I had no great pleaſure in looking at her; but 
ier youth and plumpneſs had a different effect upon 
he carrier, who refolved to make an attempt upos ' 
er inclinations; he ſpent the the whole day in pro- 
jefting this noble defign, the execution of which he 
eferred until we ſhauld arrive at out laſt * which 
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happened to hę at Cacabelos. He aecordingly made 
us alight at uU rſt inn we came to, a houſe ſituated: 
rather in the country than in the town, the landlord 
of Which he knew to be a complaiſant and diſcreet 
per ſon.— He took care to have us conducted into a 
remote apartment, where he allowed us to ſup. in trans 
quility ; but when our meal was ended, he entered 


with a furious look, crying, * Blood and oons} I am 


robbed of one hundred piſtoles, Which I had in a 
leathern bag, and I -muſt find them immediately, 
other wiſe-I will apply to the magiſtrate of the place, 
who is na joker in theſe matiers, and have you all put 
to the rack, till ſuch time as you confeſs the crime 
and reſtore the money.” Having pronounced theſe 
dreadiul words with a very natural air, he went out, 
leaving us all in the utmoſt conſternation. 
As we were ſtrengers to one another, none of us 
had the leaſt ſuſpicion of the fineſſe: for my own part 
I ſuſpetted that the poor ballad- ſinger had done the 
deed; and perhaps he had the ſame opinion of me. 
Beſides, we were all raw fools, utterly ignorant of the 


formalities uſcd in ſuch caſes, and believed in good 


earneſt, that the proceſs would be begun by putting us 
all to the torture. —G:1ving way therefore to our fear, 


we-evacuated the room in a great hurry, ſome run 


ning unto the ſtreet, others flying into the garden, and 
every one betaking himſeif to his heels for ſafety. 
Among the reſt, the young tradeſman of Aſtorga, as 
much icared as 547, us at the thoughts of the torture; 
made his eſcape, like another Æncas, without incom- 
moding bhimſelf with his wife. —It was then that the 
carrier, (as I have ſince learned) more incontinent 
than his mules, and overjoyed to ſee his ſtratagem 
ſucceed. according to his. expectation, went to the 
bride, boaſted of his own ingenuity, and endeavoured 
ta profit by the occaſion :—but this Lucrece of the 
Aſturies, to whom the villainous aſpe& of the tempter 
lent new ſtrength, made .a vigorous reſiſtance, and 
Sacamed moſt powerfully, The patrole, Which haps 
532486 ch pene 


9 


GIL B LAS. "St 
e pened at that inſtant to paſs by the hgpſe,” that they 
d knew deferved their attention, went in Vnd demanded 
d the reaſon of thoſe cries: upon which the landlord, 
t who ſat ſinging in the kitchen, and pretended to 
a nothing of the matter, was obliged to conduct the of- 
, ficer and his guard inte the chamber of the: perſon 
m 
a 
Ys 


who made the noiſe — They arrived very ſeaſonably, 
the chaſte Aſturian being quite exhauſted ; and the 
commander {who was none of the moſt delicate peb- 
ple in the world) perceiving what was the matter, 


e, gave the amorous muleteer a wooden ſalutation Wh 
ut the handle of his halbert, addreſſing him at the fame 
ae time in terms as inconſiſtent with modeſty as the gc- 
ſe tion that ſuggeſted them — This Was not all: he ap- 


it, prehended the criminal, and carried him before che 
judge, together with his accuſer; who, notwithſtand- 


us ing her diſorder, would have gone of herſelf to orave 
rt juſtice for the outrage that was committed upon her. 
he The magiſtrate having heard, and attentively conhdex- 
ge. ed the cauſe, found the defendant guilty, cauſed him 


he to be ſtript and ſcourged in his preſence ; and ordergd 
od that, if the huſband of the plaintiff ſhould not appear 
us before next day, ſhe ſhould be eſcorted to Aſtorga hy 


ar, two horſemen, at the charge of the dehnquent. 
= As for me, more terrified, perhaps; than the reſtI 
na got into the country, and crofling I-don't know how 
ty. many fields and heaths, and Jeaping all the ditehes 1 
as found in my way, 1 arrived at laſt at the ſide of a 
re, wood, and was juſt going into it, with a view of con- 
m- cealing myſelf in fore thicket, when,” all of a ſudden, 
the two men on horſeback appeared before me, and 
ent called,“ Who goes there?“ As my ſurprise hin- 
em dered me from making immediate anſwer, they ad- 
the vanced, and each clapping a piltol to my throat, com- 
red manded me to tell who I was, whence I came, my 
the W Þuline's in that foreſt, and above all things, to hide 
pter nothing from them.—To theſe interrogations, the 
and manncr of which ſeemed to me equal to the rack 


hap» [with which the carrier had threatencd us, I replied, 
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. 
WW that I was Jad of Oviedo, going to Salamanca; re- 
WW _<qunted the Alarm we had undergone, and confeſſed 
chat the fear of being put to the torture had induced 
me to run away.— They burſt into a loud laugh at this 
WW diſcovery, which manifeſted the ſimplicity of my 
| | heart; and one of them, © Take courage, friend ; come 
along with us, and fear nothing: we will put thee in 
z place of ſafety.” So ſaying, he made me get up be- 
Wy . hind him, and then we retreated into the wood: + 
Though I did nov know what to make of this ren- 
counter, I dic not preſage any thing bad from it; for 
ll (faid F to myſelf) if theſe pepple were thieves, they 
{ would have robbed, and perhaps murdered me, at 
once: they muſt certainly be honeſt gentlemen, who 
WH live hard by, and who, feeing me in a panic, have pity 
| on my condition, and carry me home with them out 
Wl of charity.—But 1 did not long remain in ſuſpence; 
ll! for, after fevers! windings. and turnings, which we 
performed in great ſilence, we came to the foot of a 
hill, where we alighted;. and one of the horſcmen ſaid 
th me, © This. is our dwelling-place,” I looked 
around, but could perceive neither houſe, hut, nor 
the leaſt appearance of any habitation > nevertheleſs, 
theſe two men lifted up a huge wooden trap*door, 
covered with earth and brambles, which concealed 
the entrance of a long ſhelving paſlage under ground, 
into which the horſes went of themſelves; like beaſts 
that were uſed to it; whilſt the cavaliers, taking the 
fame path, made me follow them: then lowering the v 
cover with cords faſtened to the inſide for that pur- c. 
poſe, behold the worthy kinſman of my uncle Perez, if fo 
caught like a mouſe in a trap. iQ hi 
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d. ſcribtion of the ſubterranean habitation, and of whas 
2 ro Gil Blas obſerved therein. : nt 
me NOW difcovered my ſituation, and any one 
e in may eaſily believe that this diſcovery effectually 


be- diſpelled my former fear: a terror more mighty, 
WH 2nd better founded, took poſſeſſion of my foul f I 
en- laid my account with loſing my life as well as my 
for ducats; and looking upon myſelf as a victim led te 
ey the altar, walked (more dead than alive) between my 
„ at two conductors, who, feeling me tremble, exhorte& 
who me in vain to fear nothing. — When we had gone 
pity Wl about two hundred paces, turning and deſcending, 
out all the way, we entered into a ſtable, ligbted by two 
nce ; great iron lamps hanging from the arch above. Here 
» well I ſaw plenty of ſtraw, and a good many cafks full of 
of a ee : there was room enough for twenty 
orſes; but at that time there were only the two that 
zkediWF we brought along with us, which an old negro, who 
nor ſeemed vigorous for his years, was tying to a rack. 
leſs, We went out of the ſtable, and by the diſmal glim- 
loor, mer of ſome lamps, that ſeemed to enlighten the: 
aledW place only to ſhew the horrors of it, came to a kit- 
und, chen, where an old cook-maid was buſy in broiling 
calls WF ſteaks, and providing for ſupper. —The kitchen was 
g che adorned with all neceſſary utenſils, and hard by there 
g the was a larder ſtored with all forts of proviſion, The 
pur- cook (for I muſt draw her picture) was a perſon 
eres, lomewhat turned of fixty : in-her youth the hair of 
her head had been red as a carrot; for time had not 
as yet ſo much bleached it, but that one might fill 
perceive ſome ſhades of its primitive colour; ſhe had 
an olive complection, a chin pointed and promi- 
nent, with lips fallen in, a huge acquiline nofe 
that hung over her mouth, and eyes that flamed in 
purple. : 


% Well, Dame Leonardo (ſaid one of the gentle- 
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men, preſenting me to this fair angel of darkneſs 
here's a young man we have brought for you.“ 
Then turning to me, and obſerving me pale and . dif 
mayed,” © Friend (ſaid he) baniſh thy fear; we will 
do thee no harm—Having occaſion for a ſervant to 
aſſiſt our cook-maid, we met with thee, and happy it 
is for thecwe did: thou ſhalt here ſupply the place 
of a young fellow who let himſelf die about fifteen 
days ago: he was a lad of a very delicate-complec- 
tion; but thou ſcemeſt to be more robuſt, and wilt 
not die ſo ſoon : indeed thou wilt never ſee the light 
of the ſun again; but in lieu of that, thou ſhalt have 
good cheer, and a rouſing fire. Thou ſhalt paſs thy 
ume with Leauarda, who 1s a very gentle creature, 
and enjoy all thy little conveniences. I will ſhew 
thee (added he) that thou hatt not got among beggars.“ 
With theſe words he took up a flambeau, and bidding 
me follow him, carried me into a cellar, where I ſaw 
an infinite number of bottles. and jars well corked, 
which (he told me) were filled with excellent wine. 
He after wards made me paſs through divers apart- 
ments, fome of which contained bales of hnnen, 
others of ſilks and ſtuffs: in one I perceived 
gold and ſilver, and a greet quantity of plate in diffe- 
rent cupboards — Then I followed him into a large 
hall, illuminated by three branches of copper, which 
allo gave light to the rooms that communicated with 
it: here he put freſh queſtions to me; aſked my 
Name, and reaſon for leaving Oviedo; and when J 
had ſat isfied his curioſity in theſe particulars, Well, 
- Gil Blas (ſaid he) ſince thy deſigu in quitting the place 
of thy nativity was to obtain ſome good poſt, thou 
muſt certainiy have been born with a caul upon thy 
head, becauſe thou halt fallen into our hands —I have 
already told thee that thou ſhalt live here in affluence, 
and roll upon gold and 6lver : nay more, thou ſhalt 
be ſaſe; for fuch is the contrivance of this retreat, 
that the officers of the holy brotherhood may come 
into the wood an hundred times without dilcovering 
45 Its, 
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it. The entry is unknown to every living foul, ex- 
— WH ccpt me and my comrades ; perhaps thou wilt 'won- 
N der how it could be executed without being perceived 
in by che people in the neighbourhood?! -know then, my 
to lad, that this is not a work of our hands, buf was made 
„it many years ago; for after the Moors had got poſſeſſion 
ice of Grenada, Aragon, and almoſtthe whole of Spain, the 
en Chriſtians; rather than ſubmit to the yoke of infidels, 
ec- MW fled and concealed themſelves in this country, in Bif- 
„ilt Tay, and in the Auſturies, whither the valiant Don 
ght Pelagio retired: fugitives, and diſperſed in ſmall 
ave number, they lived in mountains and woods; ſome 
hy lurked in caves, and others contrived many ſubter- 
ire, MW rancan abodes, of which number this is one. Having 
CW afterwards_ been fo lucky as to drive their enemies 
$. out of Spain, they returned into towns; and fince 
ing ! that time, their retreats have ſerved for aſylums to 
ſaw people of our profeſhon. ' Ti true, indeed, the holy 
cd, W brotherhood * have diſcovered and deſtroyed ſome 
ine. of them; but there are ſtill plenty remaining; and 
art- (thank heaven) I have lived here in ſafety nearfifteers 
1en, years; my name is Captain Rolando: I am chief of 
ved the company, and he whom thou ſaweſt with me is 
iffe- one of my gang.“ | | 


with Of the arrival of more thieves in the ſubterranean habita« 
my ion, and the agreeable conver ſation that happened among 


en J them. 


Vell, | 2 e a: 
ack IGNIOR Rolando had ſcarce done ſpeaking, 
hot when fix new faces appeared in the hall; theſe 


thy were the heutenant with five of the company, wha 


*The holy brotherhood in Spain, called la Santa 
Hermandad, was formerly an, aſſociation to ſuppreſs 
robbers, in times of civil commotion; and at this day 
is an eſtabliſnment kept up through all the kingdom 
and provinces of Spain for the ſame purpoſe. © - © 
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returned loaded with booty, which conſiſted of tw? 
hampers full of ſugar, cinnamon, pepper, dried fig? 
almonds and raiſins ; the lieutenant NES him ot 
to the captain, told him, that he had taken theft 
hampers from a grocer of Benavento, whoſe mule he 
had alſo carried off. When he had given an account 
of his expedition to his ſuperier, the pillage of the 
grocer was ordered into the ſtore, and it was unani- 
moully agreed to make merry. A table being co- 
vered in the great hall, 1 was fent back into the kit- 


Chen, where dame Leonarda inſtructed me in the 


nature of my office: and yielding to neceſſity (ſince 
my cruel fate had ſo ordained) I ſuppreſſed my ſors 
row, and prepared myſelſ for the ſervice of thoſe 
worthy gentlemen. a i 

My firſt eſſay was on the ſide-board, which I 
adorned with ſilver cups, and many ſtone bottles of 
that good wine which Signior Rolando had praiſed 
Jo much. I afterwards brought in two ragouts, 
which were no ſooner ſerved than the whole com- 
pany ſat down to cat. They began with a good 
appetite, while I ftood behind, ready to ſupply them 
with wine; and acquuted myſelf ſo handſomely, 
that I had the honour to be complimented upon my 
behaviour. The captain recounted my ſtory in a few 
words, which afforded a good deal of diverſion, and 
afterwards obſerved that I did not want merit: but 
1 was at that timeagured of my vanity, and could 
Hear myſelf praiſed without danger. Not one of 
them was filent on the ſubject; they ſaid, I ſeemed 
born to be their cup-bearer; that I was worth ap 
hundred of my predeceſſor; and although Dame 
Leonarda (ſince his death) had been hongured with 
the office of preſenting nectar to theſe infernal gods, 


bey deprived. her of that glorious employment with 


which they anveſted me, like a young Ganymede 
Jacceeding an ancient Hebe. 55 
A great diſh of roaſt meat, ſerved up after the 
zagoauts, finiſhed the repaſt of thoſe gormandaing 
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cieves, who, drinking in proportion to their glut- 
2 tony, ſoon became tek ene mote a helliſh noiſe, 
re end ſpoke all together : one began a ſtory, another 
de Wy broke a jeſt, a third ſhouted, a fourth ſung; fo that 
there was nothing but riot and confuſion, At length 
| Rolando, tired of a ſcene in which he was ſo little 
the regarded, called (With a voice that ſilenced the whole 


Ne company) © Gentlemen, I have a propofal to make: 
* inſtead of ſtunning one another in this manner, by 


he ſpeaking all together, would it not be better to enter- 
d tain ourſelves like reaſonable creatures ? There is a 


oY thought come into my head Ide the time of our 
% aſſociation, we have never had the curioſity to know 
| 


what family we are derived from, and by what train 
It of adventures we have been ſeverally led to embrace 

| this way of life: as theſe things ſeem worthy to be 
4 known, let us, for our diverſion, communicate to 
25 one another.“ The lieutenant, and the reſt, as if they 


ats, WF had ſomething very entertaining to relate, embraced 
4 with great demonſtration of joy, the propoſal of 
20 their chief, who began his own hiſtory in theſe 
dem words: | 

cly, Gentlemen, you muſt know that I am the on 
Fa ſon of a rich citizen of Madrid : the day of my birt 
"I was celebrated in the family by vaſt rejoicings; my 


* father, pretty well ſtricken in years, was raviſhed at 
10 ſight of an heir, and my mother undertook to ſuckle 
oy me at her own breaſts : her father, who was ſtill 


F 4 alive, was a good old man, who meddled with no- 
Ur thing but his beads, and recounted his own warlike 
e <xploits, having been many years in the army; fo 
ub that becoming inſenbly the idol of theſe three perſons, 
4 I was inceſſantly dandled in their arms Leſt ſtudy 
01 5 ſhould fatigue me in my tender years, I was allowed 
ky: - to ſpend them in the moſt childiſh amuſements; ny 


father obſerving that children ought not to apply ſeri- 
ouſly to any thing until time ſhould have ripened the 
underſtanding. In expeRation of this maturity, 1 
neither learned to read nor write, but, nevertheleſs, 
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made good uſe of my time; for my father taught me 
a thouſand different games: I became perfect y ac: 
quainted with cards, was no ſtranger to dice; and 
my grandfather filled my head with romantic ſtories 
of the military expeditions. in Which he had been con-. 
cerned, He ſung the fame catches over and over, 
and when I hag got ten or twelve lines by heart, by 
dint of hearing them repeated for three months toge- 
ther, my memory became. a ſubject for admiration 
to my parents, Who ſeemed no leſs fatisfied with 
my genius. When profiting, by the liberty I en- 
yoyed of ſpeaking what came uppermoſt, I uſed to 
interrupt their difcourfe with my nonſenſical prat- 
tle „% Ah! what a charming creature it is!“ 
(would my father cry, looking at me with inexpreſſibl 
delight) while, my mamma overwhelmed me with 
eareſſes, and my old grand-ſire wept with joy. 
F committed, in their preſence, the moſt indecent ac- 


tions with impunity : every thing was forgiven ; and, 


in (hort, they adored-me, In the mean time, having 
attained my twelfth year, without being put to a 
fchool, a maſter was at length provided: but he re- 
_ ceived preciſe orders to inſtruct me without uſing any 
violence, being only permitted to, threaten me ſome- 
times, with a view of inſpiring me with awe, This 
permiſſion had not the molt ſalutary effects upon me, 
who either laughed at his menaces, or, with tears in 
my eyes, went and complained to my mother and 
grandpapa of his bazharity, It was, in vain for the 
poor devil to deny the accuſation, he was looked up- 
on as a tyrant, and my aſſertion always believed, in 
ſpite of, his remonſtrance. . I happened one day to 
{cratch myſelf, upon which; ſetting up my pipes, as 
if he had flead me, my mother came running, in, 
and turned my maſter out of doors, though he proy 
tetted and took heaven to witneſs, that he had. not 
touched my ſkin. 6 6.4 l 

In the fame manner I got rid of all my preceptors, 
until ſuch an one as I wanted preſented. himſelf: this 
wal 
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AW 
was a batchelor of Alcala; an excellent tutor for a 
perſon of faſhion's child | he was a loyer of plays. 
women and wine, conſequently. the fitteſt perſon. in 
the world for me. The firitthing he ſet about Was to 
gain my affection, in which he ſucceeded, and, by, 
theſe means, gained the love of my parents, who. lett, 
me entirely to his management: indeed they had no 
cauſe to repent af their confidence; for, in a very lit. 
tle time, he made me perfect in the knowledge of the 
world : by dint of carrying me along wich kim o 
the places he frequented, I 1mbibed his taſte ſo well, 
tha', except in Latin, I became an univerſal profici- 
ent; and when I found I had. no further occalion; 
for his inſtructions, he went to offer. them elſew here,, 
If, during my childhood, I had lived pretty figely,.. 
it was quite another thing, when I became maſter of 
my own, actions: I every. moment ridiculed my pa- 
rents, who did nothiog but laugh at my ſallies, which, 
were the more agreeable the more inſolenge they con, 
tained. Mean while, I committed all kinds. of. des, 
bauchery, in the, company of; other young men of the 
ſame diſpoſrion ;. and as our parents did not ſupply 
us with money ſufficient to ſupport. ſuch à delicious 
lite, every one ,pilfered what could, at his own, 
bome; but that being alſo. iaſufficient, we began toy 
rob in the dark; when, unfortunately, the corregidar, 
got notice of us, and would have cauſed us to be aps. 
prehended, had; we not been informed of his treache 
rous deſign. Upon which we conſulted our ſaſety in 
flight, and transferred the fcene of our exploits to the 
highway. Since which time, gentlemen, God has 
given me grace to grow old in my profeſſion, in ſpite 
of the dangers. ta which it is expoſed .““ 
Here the captain leſt off ſpeaking, and the ljente⸗ 
nant, taking his turn, began wüh“ Gentlemen an. 
education quite oppoſite to that of ſignior Rolanda, 
has, nexe:thelcſs,, piodueed the fame effect. My . 
ther was, a butcher gf. Toledo reckoned, ch prone 
brute iu the whole city, and, and my mother's dil» 
| | ; poſuion 


30 The ADVENTURES of 


poſition not much more gentle. While I was a child, 
they whipt me, as if it had been through emulation, 
at the rate of a thouſand ſtripes a day: the leaſt fault 
J committed was attended with the moſt ſevere chaſ- 
tiſement; and it was in vain for me to aſk pardon, 
with tears in my eyes, and proteſt that I was ſorry 
for what I had done; far from being forgiven, I was 
often puniſhed without cauſe ; While my father bela- 
boured me, my mother, (as if he had not exerted 
himſelf) inftead of interceding for her child, fre- 
quently came to his aſſiſtance, This treatment inſpi- 
red me with ſuch averſion for my paternal habitation, 
that I ran, away before I had attained my fourteenth” 
year, and, taking the road of Arragon, went to Sa- 
ragoſa, ſubſiſting on charity by the way, There I 
conſorted with beggars, who led a pretty comfortable 
life; they taught me to counterfeit blindneſs, to ap- 
pear lame, and afflict my limbs with fictitious ulcers, 
&c, In the morning, (like players, who diſguiſe 
themſelves, in order to appear upon the ſtage) we 
prepared ourſelves for the different parts we intend- 

ed to act, and every one ran to his poſt : in the eyen- 
ang we met again, and enjoyed ourſelves all night, at 
the expence of thoſe who had compaſſion on us in 
the day, Tired, however, of living among thoſe 
wretches, 'and ambitious of appearing in a higher 
Iphere, 1 affociated myſelf with ſome knights of the 
poſt, who taught me a great many ſtratagems ; but 
we were, in a very ſhort time, <bliged to quit Sara- 
goſa, having quartelled with a certain juſtice, whoſe 
Protection we had enjoyed. Every one took his own 
courſe: for my own part, 1 engaged myſelf in a 
company. of brave fellows, who put travellers under 
contribution, and liked their manner of ing fo 
well, that, hitherto,” I have never felt the leaſt inclis 
nation to {eek another : I am therefore, gentlemen, 
very much obligad to the barbarity of my parents; 
for, had they treated me a little leſs favagely, inſtead 
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of being an Honourable licatenant, I ſhauld have 
been, doubtleſs, at this day, a miſerable butcher,” 
The next that ſpoke was a young thief, who, fitting 
between the captain and lieutenant, ſaid, Gentle- 
men, the ſtorics we have heard, are neither ſo com- 
plicated, nor ſo curious as mine: I owe my being to 
2 pcaſant's wife, who lived in the neighbourhood of 
Seville : three weeks after ſhe had brought me into 
the world, (being ſtill young, handſome and healthy} 
it was propoſed to her, to nurſe a man of quality's 
only ſon, lately born in Seville: this propoſal my 
mother chearfully accepted, and went to fetch the 
child, which being committed to her care, ſhe no 
ſooner brought it home to her houſe, than perceivi 
ſome ſmall reſemblance between us, ſhe was tempt 
to make me paſs for the infaat of quality, in hopes 
that ſhe ſhould one day be well rewarded by me, for 
that kind office: my father, who Was not more ſcru- 
pulous than his neighbours, approved of the deceit; - 
ſo that, after having made us exchange our ſwaddling- 
cloaths, the ſan of Don Rodrigo de Herreza was ſent 
to another nurſe, under my name, and my mother 
ſuckled me under his. N | 
Notwithſtanding all the fine things that are ſaid of 
inſtinct and the force of blood, the little gentleman's 
arents ſwallowed the change with great caſe : they 
had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of the trick that Was 
played upon them; for, till I was ſeven ears old, T 
was ſcarce ever out of their arms, Their intention 
being to make. me a complete cavalier, all forts of 
maſters. were provided; but I had no great incling- 
tion for the exerciſes I learned ; and ftill leſs rehſh 
for the ſciences they explained ; I loved much better 
to game with the ſervants, for whoſe company I fre- 
quented the kitchen and ſtable; but play was not my 
predominant paſſion ; for before I was ſeventeen 
years of age, I got drunk daily, ſeduced. all the we- 
men in the houſe, but attached myſelf chiefly to a 


cook maid, who ſeemed to merit my principal regards 
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„ The ADVENTURES of 
| me was a fat, jolly wench, whoſe pleaſantry and 


Meekneſs pleaſed me much; and I made love to her, 


- with fo liltle circumſpe&ion, that Bon Rodrigo him- 


"elf perceived it. He reprimanded me ſharply, re- 
proached me with the baſeneſs of my inclinations 


and, left the fight of this amiable object ſhould render 


his remonſtrances ineffectual, turned my princeſs out 
of doors. | AE rnd & | 
I was diſguſted at this piece of conduct, for which 
1 reſolved to he revenged: with this view, I ftole 
his lady's jewels, and 'running in queſt of 'my fair 
Helen, who had retired to the houſe of a waſhers 
woman of her acquaintance, I carried her off, at noon- 
day, to the end that nobody might be ignorant of my 
paſſion. This was not all: I conducted her into her 
on country, where I married her in a folemy manner, 
that 1 might not only give Herrera the more vexation, 
but alſo afford ſuch a worthy example to the children 
of noblemen. Three months after my mar:iage, I was 
anformed of Don Rodrigo's death; a piece of news 1 
did not Nceive with indifference; but repairing in- 
1a to Seville, in order to demand his eſtate, I 
found things ſtrangely altered! my mother, who was 
dead, had been fly enough, on her death bed, to 
confefs che whole affair, in preſence of the curate of 
the village, and other credible witneſſes; in conſe. 
<quence of which, the true ſon of Don Rodrigo was 
already in polleſfion of my place, or rather, of his 
on; and had been received with the more Joys on 
account of their being diſſatisfied with me, heres 
fore, having nothing to expe& from that quarter, and 
no longer feeling any inclination for my fat ſpouſe, I 
8 ſome gentlemen of the road, with whom 1 
began my expeditions.” | Mo 
The young rabber having ended his ſtory, another 
informed us, © That he was the fon of a merchant at 
Birgos, and, prompted by an indiſcreet devotion, 
had taken the habit, and profeſſed a very auſtere or- 
Aer, from which, in a few) years, he àpoſtatized.“ 


In 
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nd In ſhort, theſe eight bighwaymen ſpoke in their turns, 
er, and when 1 had heard them all, I was notat all Tar- 
. prized to find. them. together.” The diſecurſe was ak- 
re- terwards changed; they brought upon the carpet 
15, ſcveral projects for their next excurſion j and after 
er having come to a determination, got up from (able, 
ut in order to go to reſt. Having lighted their wax 
candles, and withdrawn, I followed Captain Rolando 


into his chamber, where. while I helped to undrefs 
le him, Well, Gil Blas, (ſaid he) thou ſeeſt how we 


ir live: we are always merry, and hatred and envy 
r- WT never get-footing among us: we never have the lesſt 
N- quarrel with one another, but are more united- than 
ay a convent of monks : thou wilt, my child, (purſued 
er he) lead a very agreeable life in this place; for 1 
er, don't believe thee fool enough to boggle at living with 
n, robbers ; eh! doſt thou think there are any honeſter 
on people in the world than we! no, my lad, every one 
'a3 loves to prey upon his fellows : it is an univerſal prin- 
1 ciple, though variouſly exerted : conquerors for ex- 
Ne ample) ſeize upon the territories of their neighbours; 

1 people of quality horrow without any intention of 
28 repaying; bankers, treaſurers, exchange-brokers, 
to clerks, and all kinds of merchants, great and ſmall, 
of are not a whit more conſci-ntious. As for your limbs 
ſe. of the law, I need not mention them; every body 
as knows What they can do: I muſt own, however, that 
is they are ſomewhat more humane than we; ſor we 
on often put iũnocent people to death, and they 2 
5 times ſave the lives of the guilty.” © ; 
4 CHAP,” VI. Ws 

0/ the attempt of Gil Blas to make bis RIF, and "the 

WR ſucceſs thereef., 


at Wu the captain of the hier had made "ell 

apology for his profeſſion, he went to deck, 
* and I returned into the hall, where I uncovered” the 
table, and put every thing in order: from thence'T 
went 


— 
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went into the kitchen, where Domingo (ſo was the 
old negro called) expected me to ſupper. Though 
I had no appetite, I fat down with them; but as I 
could not eat, and appeared as melancholy as I had 
cauſe to be {6, theſe two apparitions, equally quali- 
fied, undertook to give me conſolation : „ Why do 
you affli& yourſelf, child ? (ſaid the old lady :) you 
ought rather to rejoice at your goed fortune. You 
are young, and ſeem to be of an eaſy temper ; conſe- 
qnely would have been, in à little time, loſt in 
the world.: there you would have fallen into the 
Rands of hbertines, who would have engaged you ia 
all manner of debauchery; whereas here your inno- 
cence finds a fecure haven,” —* Dame Leonarda is 
in the right, (ſaid the old black-a-moor with great 
gravity) and let me add, the world is full of affliction; 
thank heaven, my friend, for having, delivered thee, 
all at once, from the dangers, difficulties, and mi- 
fery of life.“ 
I bore their diſcourſe with patience, becauſe to 
fret myſelf would have done me no ſervice: at laſt 
Domingo, having eaten and drank plentifully, re- 
tired into the ſtable; while Leonarda, with a lamp 
in her hand, conducted me into a vault, which ſerv- 
ed as a burying place to the robbers Who died a na- 
tural death, and in which I perceived a miſerable 
truckle- bed, that looked more like a tomb than a 
couch. „Here is your bed-chamber, (faid ſhe); the 
lad, whoſe place you have the good fortune to ſup- 
ply, ſlept here, as long as he lived among us; and 
nqw that he is dead, reſls in the ſame place.— He 
fhpt away in the flower of his age; I hope you will 
not be fo . as to follow his example.” So ſay- 
ing, ſhe put the light into my hand, and returned 
into her kitchen; white I, fetting the lamp upon the 
goues, threw myſelf upon the bed, not ſo much 
n expedctation of enjoying the leaſt repoſe, as with 
z view to indulge my melancholy reflection. O 
heavens, (cried I) was ever deitiny fo terrible 4 
mine 
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mine; I am baniſhed from the fight of the ſun; and, 
as if it was not enough to be buried alive at the age 
of eighteen, I am moreover condemned to ſerve 
thieves, to ſpend the day among highwaymen, and 
the night among the dead!“ T wept bitterly over 
theſe ſuggeſtions, which ſeemed to me and were in 
effect extremely ſtocking. A thouſand times I'curfed 
my uncle's deſign of ſending me to Salamanca: 1 
repented of my flying ſrom juſtice at Cacabelos, and 
even wiſhed I had ſubmitted to the torture.—But 
recollefting that J conſumed myſelf in vain com» 
plaints, to no 1 I began to think of fome 
means by which 1 might eſcape. What + (ſaid K 
to myſelf) is it then 1mpoſſible to deliver myſelf F 
the thieves are allcep, the cook-maid and negro will 
be in the ſame condition preſently + can't I, while 
they are all quiet, by the help of my lamp, find out 
the paſſage through which. I deſcerided to this infer- 
nal abode? *Tis true indeed, Þ don't think mylelf 
ſtrong enough to lift the trap door that covers the 
entry; but, however, that I may have nothing to. 
reproach myfelf with, I will try: my deſpair Will, 
2 ſupply me with ſtrength, and who knows 

ut I may accompliſh it.“ 

Having then projected this great deſign, I got up 
when I imagined Leonarda and Domingo were at relt; 
and taking the lamp in my hand, went out of the 
vault, recommending. myfelf to all the faints in hea» 
ven. It was not without great difficulty that I found 
again all the windings. of this new labyrinth, aud ar- 
rived at the door of the ſtable; where at laſt percerv» 
ing the paſſage I was-in ſearch of, I went into ity ad- 
vancing towards the trap with as much nimbleneſs as 
Joy ;—but, alas! in the middle of the entry I met with 
a curſed iron grate faſt locked, and conſiſting of ftrow 
bars, ſo cloſe ta one another, that I could fearce thy 
my hand between them. I was confounded: at the 
ſight of this new obſtacle, which 1 had not obſerved 
when I 6ame in, the grate being then open; I did _ 
1 » 
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fail, however, to feel the bars, and examine the lock, 
awhich 1 even attempt-d to force; when, all of a ſud- 
den, I felt a-croſs my ſhoulders! five or ſic Rest 
thwacks with a bull's pizzle ! upon Which I uttered 
ſuch a dreadful yell, that the whole cavern echoed 
with the found; and, looking behind me, perceived 
the old negro in his ſhirt, With a dark lanthorn in one 
hand, and the inſtrument of his execution in the other. 
„% Ah ha! Mr. Jackanapes, {faid he) you want to make 
your eſcape, hah? Von muſt not imagine that I am 
to be caught napping. —I heard you all thewhile. 1 
ſuppoſe» you thought the grate was open, didn't you? 
Know, my boy, that henceforth thou ſhalt al ways 
find it ſhut; and that when we detain any body here, 
againſt ins inclinetion, he muſt be more eumning than 
thou, if ever he gets off.“ 

In the mean time; two or three of the thieves, ſtart- 
ing out of their ſleep at the noiſe of my cries, and be- 
_ ieving that the holy brotherhood was coming ſoufe 
upon them, got up in a-hurry and alarmed their com- 
panions. In an inftant all were a foot, and ſeizing 
their ſwords and carbines, advanced half naked to the 
place here Domingo chaſtiſed me; hut they no ſoon- 
er underſtood the cauſe of the noiſe tbey had heard, 
than their uneaſineſs was changed into fits of laughter. 
— How, Gil Blas, (ſaid the apoſtate thief to me) 
thou haſt not been here hx hours, and want'ſt to take 
thy leave of us already ! ſure thou muſt have a great 
averſion to.a retired life, hah! What would'ſt thou do, 
if thou wert a carthuſian friar? Go to bed; thou at 
quit for once, on account of the ſtripes Domin 20 has 
eſlowed on thee; but if ever thou ſhouldſt make. an- 
other effort to eſcape, by St. Bartholomew we will 
Mea thee alive.” This ſaid, he withdrew ; the other 
thieves retired into their apartments; the old negro, 
8 of his exploit, retired into his ſtable; and 1 
neaked back to my Golgotha, where I ſpent the re- 
Mnajaing part of the night in ſighe and tears. 


CHAP, 
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a. FF 
ty Bl C/ the behaviour / Gil Blas, when he could do no better. 


a URING:the firſt days of my captivity I'was like 
ed to ſink under the ſorrow that oppreſſed me, 
ne aud might have been ſaid to die by inches ; butrat laſt 
er. my good genius inſpired me with the reſolution to 
ke diliemble: I affected to appear leſs ſad than uſuslz I 
am began to laugh and ſing, tho', God knows, with an 
[caching heart. In a word, I counterfeited fo well, 
ud chat Leonardo and Domingo were deceived, and be- 
ays I lieved that the bird was at laſt reconciled to his cage. 
16, The robbers were of the ſame opinion: for Ia. 
an ſumed a gay air when FI filled wine for them, and 
mingled in their converſation, Whenever I found an 
;rt. opportunity of acting the buffoon. This freedom, 
be. far from diſpleaſing, afforded; them diverſion. “ Git 
ufe Blas, (ſaid the captain to me, one evening, white Lenter- 
mi. Wl tained them in this manner) thou haſt done well, my 
ing led, to baniſh thy melancholy: Lam ocharmedowith 
the thy wit and humour: I find people are not knownlall 
on- Nat once; for I did not think thou hadſt been ſo fprights 
rd, I and good-natured.!“ | 
ter. The reſt joined alſo in my praiſe, and appeared To 
ne) well ſatisfied with me, that taking the advantage of 
ake this good diſpoſition, Gentlemen (ſaid I) allow me to 
reat tell my mind: ſince my abode in this place I find my- 
do, Wl {elf quite another fort of a perſon than heretofore.” You 
art W have diveſted me of the prejudices of education, and 
has 1 inſenſibly imbibe your diſpoſnion: I have a taſtes 
an- for your profeſſion, and a longing deſire of being ho- 
vill noured with the name of your companion, and of 
er MW ſharing the dangers of your expeditions.” All the 
gro, company approved oſ my diſcourſe, and commended 
411 my forwardneſs; ſo that it was unani moufly reſolved 
re- to let me ſerve a little longer, in order to approve” 
my ſelf worthy, then carry me out in their n 
f Aa | | alter 


of him: it is therefore my opinion that we carry him 


* 
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after which I ſhould obtain the honourable place 1 
demanded, I" 
Well, then I was obliged to perſiſt in my diſſimu- 
lation, and exerciſe the place of cup-bearer ſtill; a 
circumſtance that mortified me extremely: for m 
deſign in aſpiring to the honour of becoming a thief, 
was only to have the liberty of taking the ait with 
the reſt, in hopes that one day 1 ſhould be able to e. 
cape from them, in the courſe of their ex peditions. 
This hope alone ſupported my life ; but nevertheleſs 
appeared ſo diſtant, that I tried more than once to 
baffle the vigilance of Domingo; though it was never 
in my power, he being always fo much upon bis 
guard, that I would have defied an hundred Orpheus's 
to charm ſuch a Cerberus. Tis true, indeed, I did 
not do all that I could have done to beguile him, left 
I ſhould have waken'd his ſuſpicion; for he had a 
hawk's eye over me, and 1 was obliged to act wich 
the utmoſt circumfpeAion, that I might not betray 
myſelf, 1 therefore rehgned myſelf to my fate, until 
the time ſhould be expired that was preſcribed by the 
robbers for receiving me into their gang; and this 
event I expected as impatiently as if I had been to be 
inrolled in a liſt of commiſſioners. . 
Heaven be praiſed! in {ix months that time arrive 
ed; when ſignior Rolando, addreſſing himſelf to his 
company, ſaid, „Gentlemen, we muſt keep our 
words with Gil Blas; I have no bad opinion of that 
young fellow, and 1 hope we ſhall make ſomething 


along with us to morrow, to gather laurels on the 
highway, and uſher him into the path of glory.“ 

The robbers agreed to their captain's propoſal ; and 
to ſhew that they already looked upon me as one of 
their companions, from that moment diſpenſed with 
my ſervice, and re-cſtabliſhed dame Leonarda in the 
office ſhe had loſt on my account. They made me 
tbrow away © py that confiſted of a ſorry thread- 
bare ſhort caſſock, and dreſſed me in the ſpoils of a 


. gentleman 


* 


gentleman whom they had lately robb'd; after which 


CHAP. III. 


on the highway, 


* Wompany with the robbers, armed like them, with a 
| arbine, two piſtols, ſword, and bayonet, and mount- 
a on a pretty good horſe, which they had taken 
r From che ſame gentleman whoſe dreſs I wore. I had 
by ived ſo long in darkneſs, that when day broke I was 


4 dazzled with the light, which, however, ſoon be- 
t ame familiar to my eyes. 
Having paſſed hard by Ponſerreda, we lay in am- 
* uſh in a {mall wood which bordered on the road to 
eon. There we waited, expecting that fortune would 


5 d a dominican (contrary to the cuſtom of theſe good 
5 athers) riding upon a, ſorry mule : God be praiſed, 
de CI the captain laughing) there's the coup d' eſſai 
fil Blas! let him go and unload that monk, 
while we obſerve his behaviour.” All the reſt were 


opinion that this was a proper commiſſion for me, 
i ad exhorted me to acquit myſelf handſomely in it. 
ur Gentlemen (ſaid I) you ſhall be ſatisfied: I will 
= ake that prieſt as bare as my hand, and bring 
15 ither his mule in a twinkling.“ No, no, replied 


df thee.” For this purpoſe I ſallied from the wood 


_ nd made towards the clergyman, begging heaven all 
ien be way, to rdon the action I was about to commit. 
he would gladly have made my eſcape that moment; 

put the greateſt part of the thieves were better mount», 


trapt 


[ prepar'd for my firſt campaign. * 


il Blas accompanies the thieves, and performs an exploit. | 


T was in the month of September, when, towards. - 
the cloſe of the night, I came out of the cavern in 


bros ſome good luck in our way, when we perceive: 


Rolando) * ſhe is not worth the trouble: bring us 
pnly the purſe of his reverence ; that is all we expect 


than I, and had they perceived me running aways: 


yould have been at my heels in an inſtant, and en- 
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trapt me again.in a very-ſhort time, or perhaps di co 
charged their carbines at me; in which caſe I ſhould the 
have had nothing to brag of.— Not daring therefore fid: 
to hazard ſuch a. delicate ſtep, I came up with the cor 
prieſt, and clapping a piſtol to his breaſt, demanded ter 
his purſe. He ſtopt ſhort to ſurvey me, and without pr: 
ſeeming much afraid, Child, (ſaid he) you are very Wh ali; 
young © — you have got a bad trade by the hand by WH m© 
times.” „Bad as it is, father, {I replied) I with 18 wh 
tad begun it fooneri”—* Ah! fon, fon (iaid the good WH tul 
friar, who did not comprehend the true meaning of me 
my words) what blindneſs !—allow me to repreſemt me 
to you the miſerable condition.”—O father, (ſaid I do! 
interrupting him haſtily) a truce with your morals, i thy 
you pleaſe ; my buſineſs on the highway is not to the 
hear ſermons: I want money,” —* Money ? (cried bee 
he, with an air of aſtoniſhment) you are little acquaint- Wl anc 
ed with the charity of the Spaniards, if you think WM afli 
people of my cloth have occalion for money while ed 
they travel in this kingdom. Undeceive yourſelf aa. 
we are every where chearfully received, have lodging tai 
and victuals, and nothing is aſked in return but our 8 
prayers : in ſhort- we never carry money about u ed 
on the road; but confide altogether in providence.” WW ha: 
«+ That won't go down with me (1 replied) your de- is 1 
pendance rs not altogether ſo viſionsry; for, you have tur 
atways fome good piltoles in reſerve, to make more fat 
ſure of providence. But, my good father (added , tec 
let us ha“ done :—my comrades, who ate in hath thr 
wood, begin to be impatient ;' therefore throw your ha! 
purſe upon the ground inſtantly, or I ſhall certsiny ot 
put you to death.” n {26-6 
At theſe words, which I uttered with a menacing{W@-(cr 
look, the friar, ſeeming afraid of his life, ſaid, „Hold, Ga 
J. will ſatisfy you then, ſince there is a neceſſity for] a t 
it: I fee tropes and figures have no effect on people 
of your profeſſion. So ſaying, he pulled from under- 
neath his gown a large purſe of ſhamoy leather, which 
he dropt upon the ground, Then I told him, he might 


con- 
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continue his journey ʒ a permiſſion he did met p ine 
the trouble of repeating ; but clapped his heels u te 


re ades of his mule, winch belyang rhe opimon I had 
he conceived of her (for I imagined ſhe was not much bet- 
ed ter than my uncle's) all of a ſudden went off at a 
ut pretty round pace. As ſoon as he Was at a diſtance I 
ry Wh alighied, andtaking up the purſe, which ſeemed Heavy, 
by WH mounted again, aud got back to the wood in a brive, 
bete the thieves wauted with impatienge, to congm- 
od tulate me upon my victory. — Scarce would they gwe 
of W me time to diſmauut, {6 eager. were they to embrace 


me. Courage, Gil Blas! (ſaid eee haſt 
done wonders.—I have had my eyes on thee durin 
„il thy expedition; I have obſerved thy 'coumenante Fj 
to the while, and I propheſy that thou wilt, in time, 
ed become an excellent highwayman.” The lieutenant 
int · and the reſt approved of the prediction, which the 
ink 2flured me 1 ſhould one day certainly fulfil. I thank- 
nile cd them. for the high idea they had conceived of me, 
- aad promiſed to do all that lay ia my power to maig- 
ing tain it. N 131 | 4 
our After they had loaded me with fo much undefery 
t used praiſe, they weredefirous of examining the booty l 
ce. had made. Come, (ſaid they) let us ſee What there 
de- is in the clergyman's purſe,” © It ought to be Well 
rave furniſhed, (continued one among them) for thoſe goon 
gore fethers don't travel like pilgrims." The captain un- 
J % ed the purſe, and, opening it, pulled out two or 
that three handfuls of copper medals, mixed with bits of 
your WH hallo wed wax, and ſome ſcapularies . At the fight 
ny ot ſich an uncommon prey, all the robbers burſt Gut 
imo immoderste fits of laughter. Upon my ſoul, 
eing f (cried the lieatenant, we are very much obliged to 
Gil Blas, for having, in his coup d' effai, per formed 
fer theft fo ſalutary to the company.“ This piece of 
-opleſſW wit brought on more. Thoſe mifcreanty, and be in par- 


dien * Scapularies are pieces of conſecrated Ruff, worne 
night by ye _ RTE ve 2 
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Hi emlar who had apoſtatized, began to be very m 
pon the the matter; a thouſand ſallies eſcape 
them, that too well denoted their immorality 
was the only per ſon who did not laugh, my mirth be 
ing check'd+by the ralliers, who enjoyed themſelu 
at my 3 Every one having ſhot his bolt, the 
captain faid to me, „In faith, Gil Blas, I adviſethe 
as a friend, to joke no more with monks, who 'ar 


generally ſpeaking, too arch and cunning for ſuch by 
4 *0 4 | wit 
C HA P. IX. pi 

cos 


- Of the ſerious affair that followed this adventure. 

NE remained in the wood the greateſt «parte 
f the day, without precewing any traveller 

-could make amends for the prieſt. At daſt we left. 

an order to return to our cavern, confining our exploit 

to that ludicrous event which ſtill conſtituted the ſub: 

zect of our diſcourſe, when we diſcovered, at a dil- 


ance, a coach drawn by four mules, advancing ata ] 

riſk trot, and eſcorted by three men on hoi ſebach cho 
who ſeemed well armed. Upon this Rolando ordercor 
ed his troop to halt, and held a council; the reſultWhor 
of which was, that they ſhould attack the coach. Welk nc 
were immediately arranged according to his diſpohWing 
tion, and marched up to it in order of battle. In ſpi vic 
of. the applauſe 1 had acquired in che wood, I fe tak 
anyſelf ſeized with an univerſal tremor, and immediWiou 


ately a cold {weat broke out all-over my body, Which 
I looked upon as no very favourableomen. 
crown my good luck, I was in the front of the ling, 
between the captain and lieutenant, who had ſtation 
ed me there, that I might accuſtom myſelf to ſtand 
fire all at once. Rolando, obſerving how much n+ 
ture ſuffered within me, looked at me aſkance, ſaying 
with a fierce countenance, * Hark'ee, Gil Blas, co 
member to do thy duty; for if thou hang'ſ an arſe, I'l 
blow thy brains out,” I was too well perſuaded that 
he would keep his word, to negleR this caution 3 i 
* 
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hich reaſon I thought of nothing now but of recom- 
mending my ſoul to God. 1 he ah al 
go In the mean time the coach and; horſemen ap- 
 beW-pro2ched, Who, knowing what ſort of people we 
were, and gueſſing our deſign by our appearance, Rage 
within muſket-ſhot, and prepared to receive us; while 
a gentleman of good mien, and richly drefled, came 
are out of the coach, and mounting a. horſe that was led 
by one of his attendants, put himſelf at their head, 
without any other arms than a ſword, and a pair of 
piſtols. —Tho” they were but four againſt nine (the 
coachman remaining on his ſcat) they advanced to- 
wards-us with-a boldneſs that redoubled my fear: I 
rt e did not fail, however, though I trembled in every 
oint, to make ready to fire; but, to tell the truth, I 
ſhut my eyes, and turned away my head, when 1 diſ- 
charged my carbine; and, conſidering the manner 
in which it went off, my conſcience ought to be ac- 
di. quitted on that ſcore. | a. . 
ata 1 will not pretend to deſcribe the action; for al- 
zack Wl though I was preſent, I ſaw nothing, and my fear, in- 
der conſounding my imagination, concealed from me the 
horror of the ſpectacle that occaſioned it, — All 1 
We know: of the matter is, that after a great noiſe of fir- 
ing, I heard my companians ſhout, and cry, victory! 
victory! At that acclamation, the terror, Which had 
taken poſſeſſion of my ſenſes, diſſipated, and 1 ſaw 
edi four horſemen ſtretched liteleſs on the field of battle. 
ich On our ſide we had but one man killed, and he Was no 
-o other then the apoſtate, who had met with his deſerts 
line ſor his apoſtacy and profane jeſts upon the ſcapularies. 
tion The licutenant received a wound in the am; but it 
dani was a very ſlight one, the ſhot having only ruffled the 
 na-W1kin, | . 
Signior Rolando ran immediately to the door of the 
re. coach, in which there was a lady about four or ſive 
and twenty years of age, Who appeared very hand- 
that ſome, notwithſtanding the melancholy. condition in 
fan which ſhe was; for he had ſwooned during the en- 
| Ca gagement, 
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4 The ADVENTURES of 
gagement, sud Was not yet recovered,” While he 
bulicd in looking after her, we took cart of che hot 
beginning with fevuring the hor fes of the killed, which 
frighred at the noiſe of the firing, had vun away, after 
having loſt their riders. As for the mules, they hat 
not ſtirred, although the coachman (during the acti 
had quitted his place, in order to make his eſcapes 
We #lrghted, and, unyoking, loaded them with om 
tranks we found foſtened to the coach before and der, 
Hind. Thisbewg done, the lady, who had not as yu 
recbvered ber ſenſes, Was, by order of the captain \ 
taken out, and placed on horſeback before one ofthe fl" 
robbers that was belt mounted; after which, quitting i * 
the high road, the coach, and the dead, whom welt” 2: 
0 pt, we carried off the lady, the mules and the lac. 
Or ſes. | ** 


: 'S I i. xe. be 3 
In what manner the robbers behaved to the la —07 fur 
Freut deſign which 'Gil Blas projected, and the ifi 


i thereef.. . 


TT was within-an hour of day- break when we arr 2s 
JM ved at our habitation ; and the fir ſt thing we def 
Was to lead our beaſts into the able, where we werel © 
obliged to tie them to the rack, and take care of then 
with our own hands, the old negro having been, chef © 
days before, ſeized with a violent fit of the gout au ** 
rheumatiſm, that kept him a- bed, deprived of che ut 
of all/his limbs : the only member at liberty Was hn th: 
tongue, which heemployed in teſtifying his'umpatieries, i *< 
by the moſt horrible execrations. Leaving this-miſes- * 
Able wretch to ſwear and blaſpheme, we went to the 

Kitchen, where our Whole attention was engreſſed hy 
the lady, and we ſucceeded ſo well as to bring heroit 
Uf her fit: but when ſhe kad recovered the uſe of het O 
Lenſes, and ſaw herfelf in the hands of ſeveral m. 
whom ſhe did not know, ſhe perceived her mitſos 
tune, and was feized with horror: The mot ve 
Torrow, und diteful deſpair, appeared in her 2 


ans 2 


* * 
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hich ſhe lifted up to heaven, as if to reproach: it with 
the indignities that threatened her: then giving wax ef 
a ſudden to theſe diſmal apprehenbons, ſhe ralapſed 
had into a (oon; her eyelids cloſed, and the robbers ima 
on) ined that death would deprive hem of their prey. 
„be captain, thinking it more oper to, leave her to 
un her {cif then to torment her with their aſſi ſtanqe, or- 
be dered lier to be carried to Leonarda's bed, where ſhe 
yell» 25 lelt alone, at che hazard of what might heppen. 
ain We repaired vo the hall, where one of the thieves, 
ao who had been breda ſurgeon, drefied the leutanant's 
ting wound: after which, being dehrous, of ſeeing what 
ewas in the trunks, we found ſome of thera filled; with 
lubel lace and linnen, others with eloaths, and the lat we 
opened contained ſame bags full, of piltoles ; at ſight 
of which the gentlemen concerned were infinitely ge- 
joiced, This enquiry being made, the cook maid 
furniſhed-the ſideboerd, laid the clath, and ſerved up 
lupper.—Our- convenſation at arſt turned upon the 
great victory we had obtained; and - Rolando addrells 
ing himſelf to me, © Confeſs, Gil Blas, (ſaid he) con- 
jeſs that thou-waſk hortibh afraid.“ I ingenuouſly 
owned that what he {aid wes very true: but that 
when I ſhould have made two or three campaigns, E 
would fight like 3, knight-errant ;; whereupon! the 
whole company took my part, obſeryigg that my ſean 
was excuſable : that the action had been very hot ank 
that, conſidering I was a young fellow, WHS had nes 

— N gunpowder, I had acquitted myſelf pretii 
well. | b- 

on The diſcourſe afterwards falling upon the mules 
ed by 4d horſes we had brought into our retreat, it was 
ron agreed, chat to morrow before day we [ſhould all ſet 
Fer out together, in order to fell them at Manſilla, Which 
men place, in all! probability, the report of our expedi- 
iglon tion had not yer reached. This reſolution being 
weh tken, we finiſhed our meal, and returned into the, 
cue itcken i viſit the lady, whom we found fill in thef 
which ame ³˙—.ꝗ IBAPLEINN ik. Was — 9 
. 3 | dit 


* * 
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difficulty we could perceive any ſigns of life incher; 
ſome of the 'villains did not ſcruple to-regard* her 
with a profane eye, and even to diſcover à brutal 
deſire, which they would have fatisfied immediately; 
had not Rolando prevented it, by repreſenting to 
them, that they ought at leaſt to-wait until the lady 
fhould get the better of that oppreſſion of ſorrow 
which deprived her of reflection. The reſpect they had 
for their captain reſtrained their incontinence, other 
wiſe nothing eduld have ſaved the lady, whoſe honour 
death itſelf, perhaps, would not have been able toſecure; 
We left this unfortunate gentle woman in the fame 
eondition in which we found her, Rolando content- 
ing himfelf with laying injunctions on Leonora to 
take care of her, whgle every one retired into his own 
apartment. For my-own part, as ſoon as I got to 
bed, inſtead of reſigning: myſelf to ſlcep, I did no- 
thing but think of that lady's misfortune : I nevet 
doubted but ſhe was a perfon of quality, and-looked 
upon her ſituation as the more deplorable fqy that 
rea ſon I could not without dear o len 
myſelf the horrors to which ſhe Was deſtined, and felt lefc 
myſelf as deeply concerned for her as if I had been Up 
attached by blood or friendſhip. At laſt, after have MW" <" 
ing bewailed her hard fate, I began to revolve'the MI" 
means of reſcuing. her honour from the danger ur . 
which it Was, and of: delivering myſelf ät the ſame 
time from the ſubterrancan abode.— ] recolle&ed the 
that the old negro was not in a condition to move, 
and that, ſince his being taken ill, the cook-wenelr Il ©P 
kept the key of the grate. This refleQtiony warmed WM © 
my imagination, and made me conceive a ſcheme, is 
which I digeſted ſo well, that 1 began to put it in ſta 
practice iminediately, in the following manner: ſh 
- Pretending to be racked with the cholic; 1 began 
with complaints and groans ; then raiſing my voice, ol 
uttered dreadful cries, that wakened the robbers, and 
brought them inſtantly to my bed-fide, When they Wl 
alked what made me roar ſo hideouſly, I antweredy 
TIE | AE that 
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it I was tortured with a horrible cholic; and, the? 
better to perſuade them of the truth of what I ſaid,” 
-rinded my teeth, made frightful grimaces and con- 
ortions and writhed- myſelf in a ſtrange manner: 
hen I became quiet all of a ſudden, as if my pains 
had given me ſome reſpite.—In a moment after, L 
egan again to bounce upon the bed, and twiſt about. 
my limbs: in a word, I played my part ſo well, 
hat the thieves, cunning as they were, allowed them- 
elves to be deceived, and believed, in good earneſt,, 
that I was violently griped. In a- moment all of 


them were buſied in endeavours: to eaſe me: one 


Yrought a bottle of uſquebaugh, and made me ſwal-* 
o one half of it: another, in ſpite of my teeth, 
injected a gliſter of oil of ſweet almonds; à third 
warmed a napkin, and applied & broiling hot to my 
belly.—I roared for mercy in vain; they imputed 
my <ries to the cholic, and continued to make me 
ſuiſer real pains, in attempting to free me from one 
I did not feel At laſt, being -able to reſiſt them no 
longer I was fain to tell them that the gripes had 
left me, and To conjure them to give me quatter. 
Upon which they left off tormenting me with thar 
remedies, and I took care to trouble them no more 
with my complaints, for fear of undergoing their 
good offices a fecond time. iv 
This ſcene laſted almoſt three hours; after Which 
the robbers judging that day was not far off, prepared 
themſelves to (@ out for Manſilla: I would have got 
up to make them believe I was very defirous of ac- 
companyipg them ; but they would. not ſuffer me to 
riſe, Sightor Rolando ſaying, © No, no, Gil Blas, 
ſtay at home, child; thy chohc may return, — Thou: 
ſhalt go with us another time; but thou art in no 
condition to go abroad to-day.” I was afraid: 
of inſiſting upon it too much, leit he ſhould 
yield to my requeſt; therefore I only appeared very. 
much mortified, becauſe I could not be of the party. 
This I ated ſo naturally, that they went out of the 
C 4 cavern 


= - 
— — -- 
— 

— — 


1 
— —— — 


— — — 


s S . 
— — — — 
— er 


n 
_ 


ow I 
-- m__ — — 


— - — ——w— 
- — 


i — 
- y _— — 
Pe an "7" — — — —_— P 
I WW X- 


N . 
A-Zoavis "EET 


"RF 
Ab + 


ä ———— —œ n — — 


ä— ——— 
8 — 


Sh,” => a. 
1 


ELK. 
25 


— 28 J — 


_— 
- 


— 


48 The ADVENTURES of 


cavern. without the leaſt fufpicioa of my deſign. 
After their departure, which I had endeavoured to 
haſten by my prayers, I ſaid to myſalf, Now, Gil 
Blas! now 1s the time for thee to have reſolution; 
a rin thy ſelt with courage, to finiſſi that which thou haſt 
io. happily: begun.— Domingo is not in a condition to 
oppoſe thy enterprize, and Leonarda cannot hindert 
its execution.— Seize this opportunity of eſcaping, 
than which, perhaps, thou wilt never find one more 
ſaxourable.“ Theſe ſuggeſtions filled me with con- 
fidence; I got up, took my fword and piſtols, and 
wend firſt towards the kitchen; but bciore I entered, 
hearing Leonar da, ſtopt, in order to liften, She was 
talking to the unknown lady, who, having recovered 
her ſenſes, and underſtood the whole of her misfor- 
tune, wept in the utmoſt bitterneſs of deſpair. 
* Weep, my child, (faid the old beldam to her) diſ- 
ſolve yourſelf into tears, and don't ſpare ſighs; for 
that will give you eaſe.—You have had a dangerous 
qualm: but now there is-nothing to fear, ſince you 
ſhed abundance of tears.— Your grief will abate by 
little and little, and you will ſoon accuſtom yourſelt 
to live with our gentlemen, who are men of honour, 
You will be treated like a princeſs, meet with nothing 


but complaiſance, and freſh proo!s of afte&on every 


day.—There are a great many. women who would be 
glad to be in your place.” 

I did not give Leonarda time to proceed, but en- 
tering, clapped a piſtol to her breaſt, and with a 
threatening look, commended; her to ſurrender the 
key of: the grate. 
viour, and, though almoſt at the end of her career, 
ſo much attached to life, that ſhe durſt not refuſe my 
demand. Having got the key in my poſſeſſion, I 
addreſſed myſelt to the afflified lady, ſaying, “ Mas 


dam, heaven has ſent you a deliverer; nie and follow 


me, aud Iwill conduct you Whitherſoever you ſhall 
pleaſe to diiect. The lady did not remain deaf to 
my words; which made ſuch an imprethon ven 

13 : cr 


She was confounded: at my beha- 


3 


her, that ſummoning up all the ſtrength ſhe had en, 
ſhe got up, and throwing herſelf at my feet, conjur 
me to preſerve her honour. IT raiſed and aſſured 
her, that ſhe might rely upon me; then taking ſome 
cords, which I perceived in the kitchen, with her 
aſſiſtance, I tied Leonarda to the feet of a largetable, 
ſwearing that if ſhe opened her mouth, I would kill 
her on the ſpot. I afterwards lighted a flambeau, 
and going with the ſtranger into the room where the 
gold and ſilver was depoſited, filled my pockets with 
piſtoles and double piſtoles; and to induce the lady to. 
follow my example, aſſured her that ſhe only took 
her own, When we had made a good proviſion of 
this kind, we went towards the ſtable, which I en- 
tered alone, with my piſtols cocked, firmly beheving 
that the old negro, in ſpite of his gout and rheuma- 
tiſm, would not ſuffer me to ſaddle and bridle m 
horſe in quiet; and fully reſolved to cure him of all 
his diſtempers, if he ſhould take it in his head to be 
troubleſome : but, by good luck, he was fo over- 
whelmed with the pains he had andergone, and 
thoſe he {till ſuffered. that I brought my horſe out 
of the ſtable, even without his ſeeming to perceive 
it; and the lady waiting for me at the door, we 
threaded, with all diſpatch, the paſlage that led out 


© of the cavern, arrived at the grate, which we opened, 


and at laſt came to the trap-door, which we lifted 
up with great difficulty ; er rather the deſire of eſcap- 
ing lent us new ſtrength, without which we ſhould 
not have been able to ſucceed. 

Day began to appear juſt as we found ourſelves de- 
livered from the jaws of this abyſs; and as we fer- 
vently deſired to be at a greater diſtance from it I 
threw myſelf into the ſaddle, the lady mounting 
behind me, and following the firſt path that preſented 
itſelf, at a round gallop, got out of the breft in a 
ſhort time, and entered a plain, divided by ſeveral 
roads, one of which we took at random. I Was 
mortally afraid that it would conduct us to Manfilla, - 

;, ere 
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where we might meet with Rolando and his confedes p 
rates; but happily my fears was vain. We artivet g 
at the town of Aſtorga, at two o'clock in the afters n 
moon, where people gazed at us with extreme atten- a 
tion, as if it had been an extraordinary thing fo fee a v 
woman on horſeback, fitting behind a man, We 0 
alighted at the firſt ina we came to, where the firft 

thing I did was to order a partridge"and a young v 


rabbit to the fire; and while this was a-doing, I con- ri 
ducted the lady into a chamber, where we began to 0 
= converſe with one another; for we had rode fo faſt li 
chat we had no diſcourſe upon the road. She ſhewed re 
Wl bow ſenſible ſhe was of the ſervice I had done to her, n 
aud obſerved, that after I had performed ſuch a ge- ©: 
nerous action, ſhe could not perſuade herſelf that I 11 
Vas a companion of the thieves, from whom I had * 
reſcued her. I told her my ſtory, in order to con- * 
firm the good opinion ſhe had conceived of me; and th 
by that means engaged her to honour me with her tl 
confidence, and inform me of her misfortunes, which hi 
mW {he recounted, as I ſhall relate in the following d. 
chapter. x 8 ſo 
Wl CHA.F. XI. m 
| The hiſlpry of Donna Mencia of Moſquera. 4 


1 


2 


1 WAS born at Valladolid, and my name is Donna a 
Mencia of Moſquera. Don Martin, my father, gl 
after baving ſpent almoſt his whole patrimony in W 
the ſervice of his king, was killed in Portugal, at the le 
head of his own regiment, and left me ſo moderately h. 
provided, that though I was an only child, I was. to 
far from being a good match. I did not want ad- d- 


— — 
— ge 
- 


2 
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L mirers, however, in ſpite of the lowneſs of my for- 0 
tune: a good many of the moſt conſiderable cava- W or 
\ hers in Spain made their addreſſes to me; but he hi 


who aitrafted my attention moſt, was Don Alvaro hi 
de Mello: he was indeed more handſome than any” ne 
ok his rivals; but more ſubſtantial qualifications deter- ve 
mined me in his fayour; he was endued with with 

"a a prudence, 
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prudence, probity and valour, and withal the moſt 
gallant man in the world: when he gave entertain - 
ments, nathing could be more elegant, and when he 
appeared at tournaments, every body admired his 
vigour an dreſs: I preferred him therefore to all 
others, af ried him accordingly. | * 
A few days after our marriage, he happened to meet 
with Don Andrea de Baeſa, who had been one of his 
rivals, in a private place, where quarrelling with each 
other, they game to. blows, and Don Andrea loſt his 
life in the Banter, As he was nephew to the cor- 
regidor of Valladolid, a violent man, and mortal ence 
my to the family of Mello, Don Alvaro knew he 
could not leave the city too ſoon: the returned home 
in a hurry, and while they ſaddled his horſe, told me 
what had happened, —* My dear Mencia, (ſaid he) 
we muſt part! you know the corregidor ; don't let us 
then flatter ourfelves, for he will proſecute me with 
the utmoſt rancour; and as you are not ignorant of 
his credit, you know I cannot be ſafe in this king» 
dom.” He wes ſo much penetrated with his own 
ſorrow, and with that which he ſaw take poſſeſſion of 
my breaſt, that he could ſay no more; and when I had 
prevailed upon him to furmſh himſelf with ſome mo- 
ney and jewels, he claſped me in his arms, and during 
a whole quarter of an hour, we did nothing but min- 
gle our ſighs and tears. At laſt, being told the horſe 
was ready, he tore himſelf from me; he departed, and 
left me in a condition not to be deſcribed. 1 0 


had the exceſs of my affliction, at that time, pit an end 
to my life! what troubles and forrows would my 
death have prevented] Some hours after Don Alvaro 
was gone, the corrigedor being informed of his flight, 
ordered him to be purſued, and ſpared nothing to have 
him in his power: but my huſband always baffiet 
his purſuit, and kept himſelf ſecure, in ſuch a man- 
ner that the judge found himſelf obliged to limit his re- 
yenge to the ſole ſatisfaction of ruining the fortunes of 
man whoſe hlood 28 to bed: his efforts 


were 
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were not unſucceſsful, all the effects of Don Alvary 


being confiſcated. . 

Left in a moſt afflicting ſituation, and having ſcarce 
wherewithal to ſubſiſt, I began to live a very ſolitary 
liſe, all my attendants being reduced to one maid}; 
I ſpent. the day in bemoaning, not an indigence, 
which I could have borne with patience, but the ab- 
fence of my dear huſband, whoſe condition I was ut- 
terly ignorant of, although he had promiſed, in his laſt 
melancholy adieu, that he would take care to inform 
me of his lot, into whatever part of the world his cruel 
fate ſhould conduct him. Nevertheleſs, ſeven long years 
elapſcd without myhearing the leaſt account of him; and 
this uncertainty of his deſtiny, plunged me into an abyſs 
of ſorrow ! At laſt I was told, that, in fighting for tlie 
king of Portugal in Fez, he had loſt his liſe in battle; 
a man lately returned from Afric confirmed this re: 
port, aſfuring me, that he was perfectly well acquainted 
with Don Alvaro de Mcllo, had ſerved with him in 
the Portugueze army, and even ſeen him fall in the 
action: to this he added many other circumſtances, 
Which perſuaded me that my hutband was no more. 


At that time, Don Ambroha Mea Carillo, marquis 


of Guardia, came to Valladolid: he was one of thoſe 
old lords who, by the politeneſs and gallantry of their 
manners, make people forget their age, and continue 
{till agreeable to the ladies: one day hearing, by acci- 
dent the ſtory of Don Alvaro; and being delirous of 
feeing me, on account of the picture which had been 
drawn of me; for the ſatisfation of his curiohty, he 
engaged one of my relations, who carried me to her 
houſe. Seeing me there, I had the fortune to pleaſe 
him, in ſpite of the remarkable impreſſion which grief 
had made on my countenance : but why do I ſay in 
ipite of it! perhaps he was touched alone by my fad 
and languiſhing air, which prepoſſeſſed him in favour 
of my fidelity: his love, in all probability, was the 
effect of my melancholhy; for he told me, more than 
ance, that he looked upon me as a miracle of conſtan- 
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ey; and that, for this reaſon, he even envied the fate 
of my huſband, how deplorable ſoever it was in other 
reſpects: in a word, he was ſtruck at the fight of me, 
and had no occaſion to fee me a fecond time, tn order 
to take the reſolution of making me his wife. 

He chofe the interceſhon of my kinfwoman, to- 
wards the obtaining of my conſent : ſhe came to my 
lodgings accordingly, and repreſented to me, that my 
huſband having ended his days in the kingdom of Fez, 
as we had been informed, it was not reafonable that I 
ſhould bury my charms any longer; that I had ſufft- 


ciently bewailed the fate of a man with whom 1 had 


been united but a few moments; and that I ought to 
profit by the occaiion that now preſented itſelf: by 
which means, I ſhould be the happieſt woman in the 
world. Then ſhe extolled the great family of the old 
marquis, his vaſt eſtate, and unblemiſhed character; 
but her eloquence in diſplaying the advantages he poſ- 
ſeſſed was in vain ; it was not in ber power to per 
fuade me; not that I doubted the death of Don Alva- 
ro, or was refrained by the fear of ſeeing him again, 
when I ſhould lcaſt expect him; the little inchnation, 
or rather the reluctance, I ſelt for a ſecond marriage, 
aſter having ſuffered fo many misfortunes by my fist, 
was the onlv obſtacle my relation had to remove. She 


did not deſpair for all that; on the contiary, it te- 


doubled her zeal for Don Ambroſio; ſhe engaged 
my whole family in the intereſts of that lord; my re- 
lations preſſed me to accept of fuch an advantageous 
match; I was every moment veſieged, importunecd, 
and tormented ; ad my miſery, which daily increat 
ed, con:ributed not a little to overcome my reſiſtance. 

Being unable, therefore, to hold out any longer, 1 
yielded to their preſſing 1nſtances, and married the 
marquis of Guardia, who, the day after our nuptials, 
carried me to a very fine caſtle which he had, ſituated 
near Burgos, between Grajal and Rodillas. He con- 
ceived the molt violent paſſion for me, and 1 obſerv- 
ed, in the whole of his bebaviour, the utmoſt — 
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of pleaſing me. His only Rudy was to anticipate my T 
\Wiſhes ; no huſband had ever ſuch a tender regard far cel 
his wife; and no lover ever ſhewed more complaiſance orc 
to his miſtreſs.; I ſhould have been paſhonately fond pr! 
of Don Ambroſio, notwithſtanding the di fproportion a K 
of our years, had I been capable of loving any one the 
after Don Alvaro; but a conſtant heart can never Mt 
change. The endeavours of my ſecond huiband to mY 
pleaſe me were rendered ineffectual by the remem- the 
— of my firſt; ſo that I could only requite his {a1 


tenderneſs with pure ſentiments of gratitude, let 
| I was in this diſpoſtion, when one day, taking the Fo 
air at a window of my apartinent, I perceived iu the a | 
garden, a kind of pealant, who earneſtly looked at pl 
me: thinking he was the gaidener's ſervant, I took g 

mo notice of him; but next day, being again at the th 
window, I faw him in the ſame place, and he ſeemed ce 

to view me with uncommon attention. Struck with ic 

this circumſtance, I looked at him in my tun, and . 
after having ſome time conſidered him, thought I re- I 
called the fcatures of Don Alvaro! This apparition 80 
ws raiſcd an inconcetvable tumult within me. I ſhrieked It 
Wy .eloud ; but luckily, there was nobody prefent, except t 
nes, who, of all my ſervants, enjoyed the greateſt 8 
are of my confidence. When I imparted to her the 2 
ſuſpicion that alarmed me, ſhe laughed at my appre- I 
WW henhon, believing that my eyes were impoſed upon J 
by ſome light remembrance.—“ Recollect yourſelf, 
= madam, (ſaid ſhe) and don't imagine you have ſeen Y 
= your former huſband : what likelihood is there, that 0 


he ſhould be here in the dreſs of a peafant ? or, indeed, 
= what probability is there of his being alive? I will go 
= dawn into the garden, (added ſhe) and talk to this 
WY countryman,/and when 1 have learnt who he is, come f 
back and let you know.” Inez accordingly went in- | 

tio the garden, and ſoon after returned to my apart- 
ment in great emation, ſaying, + Madam, your ſuf 

picion is but too uit! it is Non Alvaro himſelf whom 


vou have ſcen{:he has diſcovered himſelf, and demands 


WW aſccret interview.“ As 
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re 
As I had, at that very time, an opportunity of re- 
ctiving Don Alvaro, the marquis being at Burgos, 1 
ordered my maid to bring him into my cloſet by a 
private ſtair-caſe. You may well think that T was in 
a terrible agitation, and altogether unable to fapport 
the preſence of a man who had a right to load me 
with reproaches. As foon as he appeared I fainted 
away. Inez and he flew to my aſſiſtance, and hen 
they had brought me out of my {woon, Don Alvaro 
ſaid, ** Madam, for heaven's ſake compoſe your ſelf; 
let not my preſence be a puniſhment to you; I have” 
no intention to give you the leaſt pain; I come not as 
a furious huſband, to call you to an account of your” 
plighted troth, and upbraid you with the ſecond en- 
gagement you have contracted: I know very well, 
that it was'the work of your relations: I am acquaint- 
cd with all the perſccutions you have ſuffered on that 
ſcore : beſides, the report of my death was ſpread all 
over Valladolid; and you had the more reafon to he- 
lieve it true, as no letter from me aſſured you of the 
contrary : in ſhort, I Know in what'manner you have 
lived fince our cruel ſeparation, and that neceſſity, ras 
ther than love, has thrown you into the arms . 
« Ah, fir! {cried I, interrupting him) why will you 
excuſe your unhappy wife? ſhe 1s criminal, fince you 
live! why am I not ſtill in that miſerable ſituation in 
which I lived, before I gave my hand to Don Ame 
broſio! fatal nupttials ! I ſhould then, at leaſt, have had 
the conſolation, in my miſery, to {ce you again withe 
out a bluſh.” Nt 
« My dear Mencia! (replied Don Alvaro, with a 
look that teſtified how much he was affected by my 
tears) I do not complain : and far from -evroz tin 
you with the ſplendid condition in which I find you, 
by all my hopes I thank heaven for it! ſince the mie 
lancholy day of my departure from Valladolid, fate 
has been always adverſe, and my life but a chain of 
misfortunes ; and, to crown my miſery, it never was 


in my power to let you heat from the? TO W 
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of your dove, I inceſſantly repreſented to myſelf the 


condition .to which my fatal tenderneſs had reduced, 


you. My imagination painted Donna Mencia in her 
tears! you was the greateſt of all my misfortunes, and 
ſometimes, I muſt confeſs, I have looked upon my- 
ſelf as criminal, in having had the good fortune to 

eaſe you: I have wiſhed that your affections had 
inclined towards ſome of my rivals, ſince the prefer- 
ence you gave to me h d coſt you ſo dear. Neverthe- 
leſs, after ſeven years of ſuffering, more in love than 
ever, I was reſolved to ſce you. I could not refit 
this deſire, which, at the end of a long ſlavery, have 
ing an opportunity te ſatisfy, I went, in this diſguiſe 
to Valladolid, at the hazard of my life; there being 
informed of every thing, I came hither and found 
means to introduce myſelf into the family of the gar- 
dener, who has hired me to work under him. You 
ſee in what manner I have conducted myſelf to ob- 
tain this private interview ; but do not imagine that 
my deſign is to trouble the felicity you enjoy, by re- 
"maining in this place. No! I love you more than 
myſelf; I have the utmoſt regard for your repoſe; 
and now that I have had the melancholy ſatisfaction 
of converſing with you, will go and finiſh, at a dif- 


WE tance, that miſerable life which I ſacrifice to your 
[ 171 quiet.“ ; | 


No, Don Alvaro! no! (cried J, at theſe wore 
I will not ſuffer you to leave me a ſecond time! 
will go along with you, and death alone ſhall divide 


1 us!“ „Take my advice, (ſaid he) and live with Don 


Ambroſio; do not aſſociate yourſelf with my misfor- 


WY tuncs, but leave me alone to ſupport the weight of; 


them.” He ſaid other things to the ſame purpoſe; 


but the more he ſcemed willing to ſacrifice himſelf to 
= my happineſs, I felt myſelf the leſs diſpoſed to con- 


ſent to it: and when he ſaw me firmly reſolved to 
follow him, he changed his tone all of a ſudden, and 
aſſuming a more ſerene air, ſaid, Madam, ſince you 


WI have ill ſo much loye for Don Alvaro, as to prefer 
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his miſery to the proſperity you no enjoy, let us go 
and live at Betoncos, at the further end of the king 
dom of Gallicia, where I have a ſecure retreat. Al- 
though my misfortunes have ruined my eſtate, they 
have-nat yet deprived me of my friends: I have ſhi. 
ſome faithful ones remaining, who have pat me in a 
condition to carry you off: by their aſſiſtance, I have 
provided a coach at Zamora, bought mules and horſes, 
and am accompanied by three reſolute Gallicians, 
armed with carabines and piſtols, who now wait for” 
my orders at the village of Rodillas. Let us theres 
ſore (added he) take the advantage of Don Ambro- 
ſio's ablence: I will order the coach to come tothe 
caſtle- gate, and we will ſet out ioftantly.”? Leonſent- 
ed; Don Alvaro flew to Roditlas, and returned in . 
ſhort time, with his three attendants, to carry me off 
from the midſt of my women, who not knowing what 
to think of this event, ran all away, in the utmoſt 
conſternation : Inez alone was privy to it, but refuſed 
to attach her ſortune to mine, bccauſe ſhe was in love 
with the valet de chambre of Don Ambroit, 

I got into the coach with Don Alvaro, carrying 
nothing with me but my own cloaths,, and ſome 
Jewels I had before my ſecond marriege; for ILwould” 
take nothing that the marquis had given me, on that 
occaſion. We took the road to 'Gallicia, without 
knowing if we ſhould be fo happy as to reach it, 
having reaſon to fear that Don Ambroſto, at his re- 
turn, would purſue us with a great number of people, 
and overtake us. Neverthelets, we continued our 
journey two dais, without ſeeing one horſeman be- 
had us; and in hopes that the third would pals in 
the ſame manner, were converſing with each other in 
great tranquility ; Don Alvaro had juſt recounted the 
melancholy: adventure which: had given riſe to the 
report of his death, and how, after having been '& 
ſlave five years, he had recovered his liberty; when 

ſterday, on the road:to:Legn, we met thoſe thieves 
with whom you was in company. He is the perſon 

8 hom 
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whom they murdered, with all his attendants; and 

for whom theſe my. tears are ſhed, | 

4 oy, 
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The diſagreeable manner in which Gil Blas and the lady: 

were interrupted: ; 


n Mencia having ended her relation, ſheds: 
a torrent of tears, while I, letting her give free 
vent to her ſighs, wept-alſo; ſo natural is it to-interelt 
one's ſelf for the unfortunate, eſpecially for a fine 
lady in diſtreſs. I Was going to aſk what ſhe intend- 
ed to do in:this-preſent conjuntture; and perhaps ſhe- 


as about to conſult me on the ſame ſubject ; when: 


our converſation was interrupted by a great noiſe in 
the inn, which, in ſpite of us, atttacted our attention. 
This noiſe was occaſioned by the arrival of the cor»: 
regidor, followed by two Alguazils * and a guard,. 
who without any ceremony entered the room where. 
we were. A gentleman who accompanied them ape 


#1 proached me firit, and examining. my dreſs, had no- 


| occaſion to heſitate long, but cricd, “ By St. Jago! 


| 14 this. is my individual doublet, as eaſy to be known 


again as my horſe: you may apprehend this gallant 


an unknown retreat ſome where in this country.“ | 

At this diſcourſe, by which I unde:itood he was 
= the gentleman who had been robbed, and whole 
# fpoils I was, unluckily in poſſeſſion of, I was: ſur- 
Ss prized, confounded, and dilmayed ! The corregidor,: 


= whoſe office obliged him to put a bad conſtruction on 
my diforder, rather than interpret it favourably, con- 


; If cluded that I was not accuſed without reaſon, and 


= preſuming that the lady might be an. accomplice, or- 
dered us to be imprifoned ſeparately. This judge, 


far from being one of thoſe who aſſume a ſtern coun- 


_ * Alguazils are attendants of juſtice, whoſe office, 
reſempbles that of our bailiffa, 7 ꝗ 4. 445 
_— \tenancey 


on my teitimony ; he is one of the thieves who have 
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tenance, was all ſoftneſs and ſmiles; but God know 
if he was a bit the better for that; for I was no ſooner 
committed, than he came into the jail-with his two 
terriers, I mean the Alguazils, who (not forgetting: 
their laudable cuſtom) began to rummage me in @ mo- 
ment. What a glorious windfal was this for thoſe 
honeſt gentlemen! 1 do not believe that ever they got 
ſuch a booty before: at every handful of piſtoles they 
pulled out, F ſaw their eyes ſparkle with Joy ; the 
corregidor, in particular, was tranſported ** Child, 
(ſaid he, with a voice full of mecknefs} we muſt do- 
our duty, but be not afraid: if thou art innocent, 
thou ſhalt ſuſtain no harm.” In the mean time, with 
all their gentleneſs, they emptied my pockets, and 
even robbed me of that Which the thieves had re- 
ſpc&ed; I mean my uncle'sforty ducats: their greedy” 
and indeſatigable hands ſearched me from head to 
foot, they turned me about on all ſides, and even 
ſtript me to ſee if 1 had any money between my ſhirt 
and my ſkin. When they had dexterouſly acquitted” 
them ſelves in this manner, I was interrogated by the 
corregidor, to whom I mngenuouſly recounted every 
thing that had happened to me. He ordered my-de- 
poſition to be taken in writing, and then went away 
with his attendants and my com, leaving me entirely 
raked among ftraw 1 | 
© O life! (eried I, when I found myſelf alone in 
this condition) how full of capracious accidents and 
diſappnintments art thou! Since I .left Oviedo, F 
have met with nothing but misfortunes ! Scarce had 
got out of one danger, when 1 fell into another 
and when I came into this town, I was far from 
thinking that I ſhould ſo ſoon become acquainted} 
with the corregidor”” While I made theſe vain re- 
ſlections, I put! on again the curſed doublet and the 
reſt of the dreſs which my evil genius had lent me; 
then exhorting myſelf to take courage, Come Gil 
las, (ſaid 1 to myſelf) ſhew thy fortitude : it that 
ill become thee to deſpair in an ordinary * after 
aving 
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having put thy patience to ſuch, a-ſevere-trial in cha 
ſubterranean. abyis, But alas! (added I, in a ſortow- 
ful tone) I abuſe myſelf; how ſhall I eſcape from 
hence, when Lam utterly deprived of the means?“ 
In effect, I had too: good: realon to. lay. ſo; for a pris 
<6 without money is like a bird whole wings are 
clipt. | WH N 
Inſtead of che partridge and rabbit I had beſpoke, 
they brought me a little, brown bread and @ pitcher 
of water, and left me to fret at leiſute in a dungeon, 
where I remained, fifteen whole days, without ſeeing 
a human; creature, except the turnkey, who came 
every morning to renew my proviiieus. As often as 
I ſaw him, I endeavoured to ſpeak and enter into 
converſation with him, in oder to divert me a little: 
but this venerable perſon made no an (wer, to what L 
| faid ; I could not extract one word from him: nay, 

= for the moſt part, be came in and went out, without 
ſs much as deigning me a look. On the fixteemh 
day, the corregidor coming in, ſaid, Thou mayeſt 
now give a looſe to joy. I bring thee agreeable wuds 
ings. I have erdered the lady who was alang with. 
thee to be conducted to Burgos. I examined her 
before her departure, and her anſwers. have excul-, 
pated thee. Thou ſhalt be enlarged this very day, 
provided that the mulctcer, with -whom {as thou; 
eyes) thou cameſt from Pennaflor to Cacabelos, 
= confirms thy depoſition. He is now in Aſtorga, and 
I dave ſent for him; and it he agrees with thee, 1h 
ww = ad vomure of the. rack, I will in{tantly ſet thee 
frce.“ 


wyſelf already aeguitted; 1 thanked the judge for his 
WS jull and expedious deeiſion, and had not quite finiſhed, 
my compliment, when the carrier, conducted by twg) 
} ſoldicrs, arrived: I remembered üs face immes, 
diately; but he, having. without doubt {old my ports, 
mY mantcau, and all that was in it, was afraid of being 


WW obliged to.reftore the money he had received. For ity 
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Theſe words gave me infinite joy | I lopked: upon 


1 
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Ahr ſhould own that he knew me; and therefore 


© armed with aſtoniſhing aſſurance, that far from 

b knowing me, he had never ſcen me before! * Ah 

+ traitor, feried I) rather confeſs that thou haft fold my 

| goods; and bear witneſs to the truth + lock at me 

a again, I am one of the young people whom you 

Fr: threatened with the torture, at the borongh of Caca- 
belos, and frightened very much.“ The carrier 

* anſwered coldly, that 1 talked of an affair of which 

" he was utterly ignorant; and, as he maintained to the 

* laſt, that 1 Was unknown to him, my enlargement 

8 wes deferred till arother time: fo that I was obliged 

10 to arm myſelf with patience a-new, and reſolve 0 

yt regale myſelf ſtill with my bread and water, anda 

05 ſight of the filent turnkey.— The thoughts of being 


: unable to free myſelf from the claws of juſtice, al- 
though I was not guilty of the leaſt crime, threw «mie 
into deſpair?” I wiſhed myſelf again in the cavern 
% where in the main (ſaid I to myſelf) 1 was lefs * 
diſagrecably ſituated than in this dungeon: there L. 
ate and drank in plenty, converſod with the #obbers, 
and lived in the ſweet hope of making my eſcape; 
inſtead of Which, notwithſtanding my innocence, 1 
Mall, perhaps, think myſelf happily quit, to get out 
of this place, in order to be ſent to the galleys.“ 


_ Ca AP. XIII. 28) 
By what accident Ci! Blas was ſet at liberty at laſt; and 
| '.,_. hither he directed his courſe. "4s 


WW I paſſed my days in entertaining my- 
ſelf with 'theſe refleftions, my adventures, 
ſuch as they appeared in my depoſition, ſpread 'all 
d over the town; upon Which many people, being 
* curious to ſee me, came and prefented themſelves, 
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ne after another, at a fmall chink, through which 
= the light was conveyed into my prifon, and after 


N having obſerved me for ſome time went away. 
1 os farpriced at thin novelty; Horfince' the dey of 
0 N f my 
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my impriſonment, I had not before ſeen a living 
ſoul at that window, which ſerved to enlighten a 
court here horror reigned in ſilence, Gueſſing 
from this, that I made ſome noiſe in town, T did 
not know whether to interpret it as a good or bad 
Omen. ; N 
One of the firſt that offered themſelves to my 
view was the little ballad-ſinger of Mondonedo, who, 
having been equally afraid of the torture, had fled 
as well as I.—I knew him again immediately, and 
as he did not pretend to have forgot mè, we ſaluted 
one another; and falling into a long converſation, 4 
was obliged to repeat my adventures a new: for his 
part, he ns me of what had happened in the 
inn at Cacabelos, between the carrier and the ne. 
married wife, after we had been driven away by a 
panic: in a word, he acquainted me with the whole 
of what I have already rehearſed on that ſubject.— 
Afterwards, taking leave of me for the preſent, he 
promiſed, without loſs of time, to labour for my 
deliverance; and every body who came (as he did) 
through curiolity, ſeemed affected with my misfor- 
tune, and even aſſured me, that they would join the 
little ballad-finger, and do all that lay in their power 
to procure my enlargement. 8 
They kept their promiſe effectually, and ſpoke in 
my behalf to the corregidor, who no longer doubt- 
ing my innocence, eſpecially when the ballad-finger 
had told him what he knew of the mattter, at the end 
of three weeks came into the priſon, and ſaid, GI 
Blas, I den't choole to protract things; go, thou ett 
free, and mayeſt quit the priſon when thou wilt.— 
But tell me, (purſued he) if thou ſhouldſt be brought 
to the wood, in which the ſubterranean retreat is, 
couldſt thou not find it out? © No, far, (I replied); 
for as I went in at night, and came out before day, 
it would be impoſſible for me to fix upon the ſpot;” 
Upon this the judge withdrew, telling me that he 
was going to order the turnkey. to ſet the priſon dooꝶs 
| n Oo 


pen 
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Open for me. In effect, the gaoler came into my 


dungeon a moment after, with one of his men carxy- 
ing a bundle of cloaths: and ſtripping me (with-a 
grave and ſilent air) of my doublet and breeches, 
which were made of fine cloth, and -almolt new, 
they put on-me a ſhabby footman's frock, and puſhed 
ane out by the ſhoulders. 


The joy that priſoners commonly feel in recover- 


ing their, liberty, was moderated by my confuſion in 
ſecing myſelf fo poorly equipt; and I was tempted 
to leave thetown inſtantly, that I might withdraw 
myſelf from the eyes of the people, whoſe looks 
could ſcarce endure: but my gratitude got the better 
of my ſhame.; I went to thank the ballad-ſmger, to 
whom I was ſo muctrebliged.: and he could not help 
laughing when he ſaw me.—* What a ſtrange hgure 
you are! (ſaid he): Juſtice I ſee has been done you 
in her forms.“ —“ I do not complain of juſtice,” (1 


replied): ſhe is moſt equitable ; I wiſh only that all 7 


her officers were honeſt men. They ought at leaſt to 
have ſpared my ctoaths, which I think I paid for 
-preity handſomely,” —* I think ſo too (faid be); 
but they will tell you, theſe are formalities, which 
muſt be obferved. What! do you think (for exam- 
ple) that your horſe has been reſtored to the right 
owner ? not at all; I aſſure you he is now attually 
in the ſtable of the town clerk, Where he has been 
depoſited as a proof of the robbery ; and I don't be- 
lieve the poor gentleman will ever retrieve ſo much 


as the crupper. ut let us ſhift our diſcourſe (conti- 
nued he) : what is your deſign ? what ſcheme do you 
intend to proſecute at. preſent ?”” „ I want to go to 


Burgos (ſaid I), in order to find-out the lady 1 deli» 
vered, who will give me a few. piſtoles, with which 
1 will purchaſe a new caſſock, and repair to Salaman« 
ca, where I will endeavour to make my Latin turn to 
ſome advantage. All I am concerned at is, that I am 
at ſome diſtance from Burgos, and ſhall want ſuls- 


Litence on the road.“ I. underſtand you (he 7 
N 3 
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ed): here is my purſe tis, indeed, à inthe How; 
but a- ballad-ſinger, you know, is not a bifhop:??* At 
ne ſame time be flipt it into my hand ſo chearfulhy, 
that I could net for my foul reſuſe the offer, fucking 
it was, I thank'd him as much as if he had given me 
all che gold in Peru, and made a thouſand profeſſions 
of fervice, Which J never had an opportunity to per- 
form. Then, bidding him farewel, I left the town, 
without having vrüted thoſe other perſons who had 
contributed to my entargetnent ; contenting myſelf 
with beſtowing upon them, in aby own thoughts, e 
thouſand benedittions. ; 
The littie ballad-ſinger was in the right to peak 
modeſtly of bis purſe, in which 1 found very little 


* money: but happily for me, I had been uſed two 


months to a very frugal diet; and I had hill ſome 
rials left, when 1 arrived at the borough of Ponte de 
Mula, which is but a little way from Burgos. Hete 
I halted to enquire about Donna Mencia, and going 
into an inn, the miſtreſs of which. was a little, lean, 
fierce, inſolent creature, I perceived at once, by the 
di ſdainful look ſhe darted at me, that my frock wes 
not at all to ker hiking ; a difguſt which I forgave 
Wich all my heart. —I-fat down at table, where I eat 
ſome bread and cheeſe, and ſwallowed a few draughts 
of execrable wine, which they brought for me; and 
during this repaſt, which was very well ſuited to my 
-dreſs, I wanted to enter into conver ſation with 
lendlady.—I begged her to tell me if ſhe knew the 
marquis of Guardis: ik his caſtI&was far from the 
. *borough; and, in particular, if ſhe had heard what 
was become of the marchioneſs his lady. You aſk 
"a great many queſtions,” (replied ſhe with a ſcorn» 
ful look :) ſhe told me however, (though with a very 
bad. grace) thet the caftle of Don Ambroſio was but a 
Thott league from Ponte de Mula. | 
When I had done eating and 3 (it being 

*by this time pretty late) 1 pre- d a deſire of going 
0 relt aud bade them thew me — 
66 
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« A bed - chamber for you ! (ſaid the landlady, dart- 
ing at me a look full of haughtineſs and contempt) 1 
have no bed-chambers for people who ſup on a 
morſel of cheeſe - All my beds are beſpoke: I ex- 
pe& gentlemen of importance to lodge here to-night ; 
—ſo that all I can do for you is to quarter you in the 
barn; and it won't (I ſuppoſe) be the firit time you 
have ſle pt upon ſtraw.” She did not know how true 
ſhe ſpoke; but I made no reply, and very wiſely 
condeſcended to ſneak into the ſtraw, where in a very 
ſhort time I ſlept like one who had ſuffered much fa- 


tigue. 4 
C HAP. XIV. 
Of his reception at Burgos by Donna Mencia. 


Did not lie a-bed like a ſluggard next morning, 
I but went to reckon with my landlady, who ſeem- 
ed leſs proud and ſnappiſſi than ſhe had been the night 
before: a change that I aſcribed to the preſence of 
three, honeſt ſoldiers belonging to the holy brother- 
hood, who converſed with her in a very familiar 
manner,—They had lodged all night at the inn, and 
it was, doubtleſs, for thele gentlemen of importance, 
that all the beds had been beſpoke. | . 
Inquiring in the borough the way to the caſtle hi- 
her I wanted to go, I addreſſed myſelf by accident 
aa man of the character of my landlord at Penna- 
lor: not contented with anſwering the queſtion I aſk- 
ed, he let me know that Don Ambroſio was dead three 
veeks ago, and that the marchioneſs his lady had re- 
tired into a convent at Burgos, which he named. —T 
repaired immediately to that city, inſtead of follow 
he road to the caſtle, as I formerly intended, — 
ying directly to the convent where the was, begg'd 
he favour of the portreſs to tell her that a young man, 
ult releaſed from the gaol of Aſtorga, deſired ta 
peak with her. The nun went immediately to do 
hat I defired, and returning, introduced me into 2 
parlour, where I had not been long when I faw the 
16 D widow 
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widow of Don Ambroſio appear at the grate in deep 
mourning. | K 
„Nou are welcome (ſaid the lady to me:) four 
days ago I wrote to a perſon at Aſtorga, defiring-him 
to go to you from me, and tell you that I ſhould be 
glad to ſee you, as ſoon as you ſhould: be releaſed; 
and I did nat doubt of your being enlarged in a very 
little time, what I ſaid to the corregidor in your ber 
half having been ſufficient for that purpoſe.— In ag; 
{wer to this he wrote, that you had recovered your n. 
Jiberty, but nobody knew whither you was gone; fo le 
that I was afraid I ſhould never ſee you again, and Wl b 
conſequently be deprived of the pleaſure of mani- Wi te 
feſting my gratitude.—Don't be aſhamed, (added ſhe, Wi th 
obſerving my confuſion on account of appearing be 
fore her in a miſerable dreſs) let not your:ipreſent v 
condition give you the leaſt uneaſincſs. After the to 
important ſervice you have done me, I ſhould be th fo 
moſt ungrateful of all women, if I negletted todo Wh at 
ſomething for you; I intend to extricate you out of Ml bi 
the wretched ſituation in which you are: it is b: 
duty, and I am able to perform it.— The conſiderable w 
wealth I am now. miſtreſs of, impowering me to cr 
acquit myſelf towards you, without incommoding Wl ti: 
mylelf.” 28 | | 
© You know {continued ſhe) my adventures to the d: 
day on which we were both impriſoned ; and I will w 
tell you what has happened to me ſince.— When the Wl 1 
corregidor of Aitorga had ordered me to be conducted WM ft 
to Burgos, after having heard from my . mouth a ac 
faithful relation of my ſtory, I repaired to Don Am b! 
broho's caſtle, where my return occaſioned extrem 1 
ſurprize, tho? I was told it was too late, for the mar ac 
vis, thunder-ſtruck at the news of my flight, had p: 
fallen ill, and the phyſicians deſpaired of his liſe pi 
This was freſh caule for me to complain of the M fic 
gour of my fate: nevertheleſs, having advertiſed hin m 
of my arrival, I entered his chamber, and, running w 
10 his bed - ide, threw, myſelf on my knees, BY th 
; « UL 
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bathed in tears, and my heart oppreſſed with the moſt 
': WH afflifting grief. What brings you hither ? (ſaid he 
our when he perceived me) Are you come to contem- 
aim plate your own work? Was it not ſufficient for you 
| be to deprive me of life, but you muſt alſo have the ſa- 
ed; tisfaction of being an eye-witneſs of my death? No, 
„e my lord, (I replied) Inez muſt have told you, that 
be: I fled with my huſband; and had it not been for the 
am diſmal accident which has robb'd me of him, yon 
om never ſhould have ſeen me again! At the ſame time 1 
- fo let him know, that Don Alvaro bad been murdered 
and by robbers, who afterwards carried me into their ſuh- 
zani- WE terrancan retreat; and, in ſhort, informed him of all 
ſhe, that had happened. When I had done ſpeaking, 
be-: Don Ambroſio ſtretched out his hand to me, ſays 
eſent with the utmoſt tenderneſs, I am ſatisfied I cea 
- the to complain :—why ſhould I reproach you! having 
e the WJ found again a huſband whom you dearly loved, you 
o do abandoned me. to follow his fortune: | ought. I to 
at of MW blame you for ſuch conduct? No, madam, I ſhould 
my have been in the wrong to murmur at it, therefore 
rable ¶ would not ſuffer you to be purſued; I revered the ſa- 
ae toll cred rights of your raviſher, and even your inclina- 
>ding tion towards him, —In fine, I do you juſtice ;| and, 
by your return, you have retrieved all my ten- 
o the derneſs! Yes, my dear Mencia, your preſence over 
will whelms me with joy! but alas! it will not laſt long. 
n the 1 feel my laſt hour approaching] Scarce! are you re- 
ucted WM ftored to my arms, when I muſt, bid you an eternal 
uth a adieu!“ At theſe affecting words, my tears redou- 
Am blcd ! I felt and exprefled an immoderate- affliction! 
tren 1 queſtion if the death of Don Alvaro, whom 1 
> mar adored, had coſt me more ſighs]! Don Ambroho's 
„ had preſage of his on death was but too true: he ex- 


is lie, pired next day; and I remained miſtreſs of a con- 
the u fiderable eſtate Which he had ſettled upon me, at our 
d him marriage, I intend to make no bad uſe of it. The 
innig world ſhall. not ſee me (though I a 


y tat 


a 1 am ſtill young) 
throw my ſelf into the ams of a third huſtand « tar 
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beſides that I think ſuch conduct would be inton- 
ſiſtent with the virtue and delicacy of my ſex, I own, Wor 
I have no longer any reliſh for the world; but def Wo! 
to end my days in this convent, and become a bene. 


factreſs to it.” 77 
Such was the diſcourſe of Donna Mencia, who 7 
taking out a purſe from under her robe, put it in my ; 


hand, faying, © Here are a hundred ducats, Which! 
give you only to buy cloaths: come and ſee me again, 
after you have equipped yourſelf; for I do not intend 
to confine my gratitude within ſuch narrow bounds.” n. 
I gave the lady a thouſand thanks; and ſwore I would W'<! 
not depart from Burgos without taking leave of her: n 
after this oath, which I had no intention to break, Ie 
went in queſt of an inn, and going into the firſt 1 72 ma 
ceived, demanded a room, telling the landlord (1M. 
ak the bad opinion he might conceive of me, MF”! 
from my ſhabby frock) that notwithſtanding-my ap- 
pearance, I was in a condition to pay handſomely ha 
for my lodging. At theſe words, the inn-keeper, n 
whoſe name was Majuelo, naturally a great way, WW" 
ſurveying me from top to bottom, anſwered drily, ot] 
with a ſarcaſtick ſneer, there was no occaſion for ſuch de 
an aſſurance, to perſuade him, that I ſhould ſpend 
like a prince in his houſe; for he diſcovered ſome thi 
thing noble in me by my dreſs; and in ſhort did ne! 
doubt that I was a gentleman of a very independant WW” * 
fortune. I could eaſily perceive that the raſcal ralhed al 
me, and in order to put an end to his witticiſmy, e 
ſhewed my purſe. I even counted my ducats ona 1 
table before him, and obſerving that my coin altered 
his opinion very much in my favour; deſired e“ 
would recommend me to a taylor, © You had berge 
ter (ſaid he) ſend for a broker, who will bring along 
with him all kinds of apparel ready made, and” fit 
ou ina tiice.“ I approved of his advice, and reſolved 
to follow it : but the day being near a-cloſe, deferred 
my. purchaſe till next morning, and thought of n& 


thing but making à good ſupper, to —— 
NET 5 2 0 or 
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wn or the ſorry meals I had made ſince my delivera 


elign rom the cavern. 2 
ene. CHAP: . 


Con. 


the manner in which Gil Blas dreſſed himſelf —Of the 


wha new preſent he received from the lady, and the eguipage 
a my in which he departed from Burgos. 
ral HEY brought for my ſupper a huge fricaſee of 


ted of ſheep trotters, which I picked to the bones; 
dich Wand having drank in proportion, betook myſelf to 
ould Wrelt. As I had the couvenience of a good bed, I was 
ner: Win hopes of enjoying a ſound ſleep: but for all that, 
ik, Igould not cloſe my eyes; my thoughts being engroſſed, 
ner. in determining upon the dreſs I was to chuſe. 
e 60 What muſt I do? (ſaid I to myſelf; proſecute my 


F me, Wt deſipn, buy a caſſock, and go to Salamanca in 
y ap. aueſt of a tutor's place? But why ſhould I take the 
mely habit of a licentiate ? Am I ambitious of conſecrating 
epet, myſelf to the church; or have I the leaſt bias that 
wag, 


way? No. 1 feel myſelf (on the contrary) quite 
drily, Notherwiſc inclined: I will turn gentleman, * en- 
ſuch dea veur to make my fortune in the world.” 

ſpend Having reſolved upon this, I longed for day with 
ſome the utmoſt impatience ; and no ſooner perceived the 
id na elimpſe of light than I got up, and made ſo much 
ndam noiſe in the inn, that I wakened all thoſe who were 
allied aſlecp. I called the waiters, who were ſtill abed, 


ciſmy and who loaded me with curſes by way of anſwer. 
a on hey were obliged to riſe however, and I gave them 
ltered no quarter, until one of them had gone for a broker, 
ed be who ſoon appeared, followed by two apprentices, 
1 bet. Wcarrying each a great green bag on his ſhoulders, 
alonz He ſaluted me with great civility, ſaying, * Sigmor 


nd fit 
ſolved 
ferred 
of no- 


fy me 


cavalier, you are very happy in having applied to 
me, rather than to any other body. I don't chuſe 
to diſparage my brethren. God forbid that I ſhould 
prejudice their reputation in the leaſt ! but between 
you and me, there's no conſcience among them. 
They are all as abandoned as Jews, I am the only 
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honeſt broker in town. I confine myſelf to a mode 
rate profit, being ſatisfied with a pound in the ſhilling 
I mean a ſhilling in the pound. Thank heaven! 
deal upon the ſquare with ali mankind. 
The broker, after this preamble, which I took fot 
goſpel, ordered his men to untie the bundles, and 
ſhewed me ſuits of all colours. Some, which were of 
you cloth, I rejected with diſdain, as being too meat; 
ut they made me try one which ſeemed to have been 
made exactly for my ſhape, and which ſtruck my 
fancy, although ſomewhat worn. It conſiſted of a 
doublet with flaſhed fleeves, a pair of breeches, and 
a Cloak, the whole of blue velvet embroidered with 
gold. Fixing on this, I cheapened it, and the broker 
perceiving I was bent upon it, obſerved that I had en 
excellent taſte. Odds bodikins! (cried he) one'may 
fee you know what you are about: I can tell you, that 
ſuit was made for one of the greateſt lords in the kings 
dom, who never had it three times on his back. Ex- 
amine the velvet, nothing can be finer; and as for the 
embroidery, you muſt confeſs the work is exquiſite,” 
What will you ſell it for? _ 1;) he anſwered, 
& Sixty ducats; I am a rogue if 1 have not refuſed the 
money.” The alternative was plain, I offered five 
and forty, which might- be about double-the value, 
„ Mr. What d'ye call-um, {replied the broker with 
an air of indifference} I never exact too much: I am 
always at a word, Here, (continued he, ſhewing me 
ſome of thoſe I had refuſed) buy this, 1'11 ſell it a peu- 
nyworth.” This was only to excite my deſire of 
purchaling that which I had cheapened, and, accord. 
ingly, imagining that he would not abate one farthing 
of his price, I counted into his hand the fixty ducats. 
When he ſaw me part with them ſo eaſily, I believe, 
in ſpite of his boaſted honeſty, he wiſhed that he had 
aſked a great deal more: pretty well ſatisfied, how- 
ever, with having gained nineteen ſhillings in the 
ound, he went away, with his apprentices, whons 1 
ad not forgodleun. 


| | | Having 
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| Having now a very handfothe cloak, doublet, and 


breeches, I ſpent the reſt of the morning in providing 


other neceſſaries. I bought a hat, filk Tockingsz 
ſhoes, linen, and a ſword : aſter which, having dref« 
ſed, what infinite pleaſure had 1 in beholding 1 
ſo well e 1 {ok wy eyes (to uſe the expreſſion 

could not fufficiently glut themſelves with my attire” 

Never peacock contemplated his own feathers with 
more ſatisfaction. That very day I made my ſecond 
viſit to Donna Mencia, who ſtifl tecerved me very 
kindly, and thanked me again for the fervice 1 ta 

done her. On that ſcore, many compliments paſſed 
on both ſides: after which, wiſhing me all happineſs, 
ſhe bade me farewel, and retired, without giving me 


any thing but a ring, worth thirty piſtoles, which me 


defired me to keep in remembratice of her. 

I looked very blank with my ring, having laid my 
account with receiving a much more conſiderable pre- 
ſent, and trudged back to my lodgings in a brown 
ſtudy, little ſatisfied with the lady's generofity. But 
juſt as I entered (he inn, a man, w! o had followed me 
all the way, came in likewiſe, and laying afide the 


cloak in which he was muffled-up, difcovered a great 


bag under his arm. At the apparition of this bag, 
winch had all the air of being full of money, I, as 
well as ſome other people who were preſent, ſtared 
with our eyes wide open; and I thought I heard the 
voice of an angel, when the man laying the bag upon 
a table, pronounced, ** Signior Gil Blas, here is ſome- 
thing that my lady marchionefs has ſent you.” 1 


mede many Nr bows to the bearer, whom 1 


overwhelmed with civility ; and he was no ſoonet 
gane, than I darted upon the bag, like a hawk upok 
h's prey; and carrying it to my chamber, untied it, 
without lofs of time, and found in it a thoufand dus 


cats, I had juſt made an end of counting them, When 


my landlord, who had heard what the porter ſaid, 
came in to ſee the contents of the bag. Thundet⸗ 
truck at the ſight of my coin ſpread upon the table; 

D 4 « Zounds; 
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& Zounds, (cried he) what a vaſt ſum of money is 
here! You mult be a devil among the women, (added 
he, with a ſatirical ſmile) for although you have not 

been four and twenty hours in Burgos, you have a 
marchioneſs already under contribution.” 

This diſcourſe did not diſguſt me. I was tempted 
to leave Majuelo in his miſtake, which already gave 
me a ſenſible pleaſure; ſo that I do not wonder that 
young fellows love to be thought men of intrigue, 
My innocence, however, got the better of my vanity; 
I undeceived my landlord, and recounted the ſtory of 
Donna Mencia, to which he liſtened with great atten- 
tion.. I then diſcloſed the ſtate of my affairs, and as 
he ſeemed to intereſt himſelf in my behalf, begged the 
aſſiſtance of his advice, Having muſed a while, 
« Signtor Gil Blas (ſaid he) I have a regard for you; 
and ſince you have confidence enough in me, to unbo- 
fom yourſelf in this manner, I will, without flattery, 
tell you what I think you are fitteſt for. As you ſeem 
deſigned by nature for the court, I adviſe you to go 
thither, and attach yourſelf to ſome grandee : but be 
jure either to meddle in his concerns, or enter into his 
pleaſures: otherwiſe you will loſe your time. I know 
the great. They look upon the zeal and attachment 
of an honeſt man, as nothing at all; and mind only 
ſuch as are neceſſary to them, But you have another 
xeſource (continued he): you are young and handſome; 
and theſe qualifications alone, without the Icaſt glimpſe 
of underſtanding, are more than ſufficient to capuvate 
a rich widow, or ſome fine lady unhappily married; 
if love ruins gentlemen of fortune, it often maintains 
thole who have none. It is my advice therefore, that 
you go to Madrid; but you mult by no means appear 
without attendants ; they judge there, as in other pla- 
ces, by appearance; and you will be conſidered only 
in proportion to the figure you make. I will recom- 
mend a ſervant to you—a faithful domeſtic—a pru- 
dent, ſober fellow—in one word, a man of my own 
making, Purchaſe a couple of mules, one for youn 
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ſelf and another for him, and ſet out as ſoon 20 poke 
Gble.” » 


This advice was too much to my. own taſte to be 
neglected: I therefore next morning bought two 
handſome mules, and hired the ſervant he had recom- 
mended : he was a fellow thirty years old, of a ſims 
ple, religious aſpect, born as he laid, in the Kingdom 
of Galicia; his name was Ambroſe de Lamela: far 
from being ſelfiſh, like other ſervants, he made ne 
words about his wages ; but aſſured me, he would be 
contented with what in my goodneſs I ſhould think 
proper to beſtow. — Having provided myſelf:likewiſe 
with boots, and a portmanteau to hold my linen and 
caſh, I cleared with my landlord, and early next morn» 
ing ſet out from Burgos, on my way to Madrid. 


c HAP. XVI. 
Shews that we oug ht not to truſt too much to proſperity. 


E ſlept the firſt night at Duennas, and arriv- 
ing at Valladolid the day fellowing, about 
four o'clock in the afternoon, alighted at an inn, 
which ſeemed one of the beſt in town. I left the care 
of my mules to my lacquey, and going up ſtairs into a 
chamber, whither I ordered a ſervant of the houſe to 
bring my portmanteau, felt myſelf a little fatigued, 
and without taking off my boots, threw myſelf on the 
bed, where I fell aſleep inſenſibly. It being almoſt 
night when I waked, I called for Ambroſe, who was 
gone out, but returned in a little time; when I aſked 
where he had been, he rephed, with a pious air, that 
he was juſt come from church, where he had been to 
return thanks to heaven for having preſerved him 
from all evil accidents on the road, from Burgos even 
unto Valladolid: I approved of his conduct, and bade 
him order a fowl to the fire for my ſupper. ' 
At that very inſtant my landlord entered, with a ta- 
per in his hand, lighting in a lady who feemed more 
handſome than youngs and very richly dreſſed: ſhe 
9 


was 
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was {quired by an old uſher, and a little blackamoor 
carried her train, I was not alittle ſuprized when pe 
this lady, after having made a low curt'ſy, aſked if I 
was not Signior Gil Blas of Santillane; to which 1 


had no ſooner anſwered in the affirmative, than ſhe 5 
quitted her attendant, and embraced me with a tranſ- W ,, 
port of joy that redoubled my aſtoniſhment. “ Blef. W n 
ſed be heaven (cried ſhe) for this meeting! You are pl 
the perſon, Signior cavalier, you are the very perſon ti 
I was in queſt of!” At this preamble, I thought of Un 
the paraſite at Pennaflor; and began to look upon the ¶ p 
lady as a downright bite; when I was induced to think fr 


more favourably of her, by what followed. I am 
{added ſhe) couſin germain to Donna Mencia of Moſ- 
quera, who has been ſo much obliged to you; and re- 
ceived a letter from her this morning, importing that t 
having heard you was going to Madrid, I would ob- 
lige her yery much, by treating you handſomely, pro- 
vided you ſhould pals this way : I have been running 
all over the town theſe two hours, inquiring from iun 
to inn, about all the ſtrangers that arrived; and by 
the deſcription your landlord gave me of you, I ima» 
gined you might be the deliverer of my couſin, Ah! 
now that I have found you (continued ſhe) you ſhall 
ſee how ſenſible I am of the ſervices you have done 
my family, and in particular to my dear couſin! You 
ſhall come to my houſe immediately, if you pleaſe, 
where you will4Þe more convemiently lodged than 
here.“ I would have excuſed myſelf, by repreſent- 
ing to the lady that I ſhould incommode her family; 
but there was no reſiſting her importunities: there was 
a coach waiting for us at the door, in which ſhe took 
care to ſee my portmanteau ſecured ; © becauſe (ſaid 
ſhe) there are a great many rogues in Valladolid :” an 
obſervation I found but too true! In ſhort, I went in- 
to the coach along with her and her ſquire, and ſuf 
fered myſelf to be carried away from the inn, to the 
mortification of the landlord, who by thele =_—_w 
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found himſelf diſappointed of the money which he ex- 
pected I would ſpend at his houſe. s 

Our coach having rolled ſome time, topped at a 
pretty large houſe, where we alighted, and went up 
fairs into a handſome apartment lighted by twenty 
or thirty wax candles. We paſſed through a good 
many ſervants, of whom the lady aſked if Don Ra- 
phael was come yet, and was anſwered in the nega- 
tive; upon which, addreſſing herſelf to me, “ Sig- 
nior Gil Blas, (ſaid ſhe) I have a brother whom I ex- 
pect this evening from a villa we have two leagues 
from this: he will be very agreeably ſurprized to ſind 
in this houſe a gentleman to whom our whole famil 
is ſo much indebted,” She had ſcarce ſpoke thels 
words, when we heard a noiſe below, which {we were 
told) was occaſioned by the arrival of Don Raphael; 
and that cavalier, who was a young man of a good 
ſhape and genteel addreſs, appeared ſoon after.“ Bro- 
ther (ſaid the lady to him) I am extremely glad of 
your return; you will aſſiſt me in doing honour to 
Signior Gil Blas of Santillane, to whom we can ne- 
ver enough ſhew our gratitude for what he has done 
in behalf of our kinſwoman Donna Mencia : there 
(added ſhe, giving him a letter) you may read what 
the has wrote on the ſubject.” Don Raphael open» 
ing the letter, pronounced theſe words aloud 2 


« My dear Camilla, | 
Signior Gil Blas of Santillane, who preſerved my 
honour as well as my life, has ſet out for court; and 
as he will, doubtleſs, paſs through Valladolid, I cons 
Jure you by the — and ſtill more by the friend- 
ſhip that unites us, to ſhew him all the reſpect in. 
vour power, and detain him ſome time in your fa- 
mily. I flatter myſelf that you will give me that 
ſatisfaction, and that my deliverer will receive all 
manner of civility from you and my couſin Don 
Raphacl, At Burgos, your affectionate kinſwoman, 
Donna MENCIA.“ 
D 6 „% How! 


7 The ADVENTURES of 


„% How! (cried Don Raphael) is this the gentle. 
man to whom my couſin owes her honour and hte? 
ah! heaven be praiſed for this happy rencounter!“ 
So ſaying he approached, and claiping me in his 
arms, What joy do I feei (ſaid he) in embracing 
Signior Gil Blas of Santillane | my couſin the mar. 
chioneſs had no occahon to lay ſuch injunctions upon 
us: it would have been ſufficient to let us know that 
you was to paſs through Valladolid; my ſiſter and I 
know very well how to behave ourſelves towards a 
gentleman who has performed ſuch an important 
piece of ſervice to the perſon for whom, of all our ta- 
mily, we have the moſt tender regard.“ I anſwered, 
as weil as I could, to theſe compliments, which were 
followed by a great many more of the ſame nature, 
and interſperſed with a thouſand careſles : after 
Which, perceiving that my boots were {hll on, they 
ordered their ſervants to pull them off; and we went 
into another room, where, the cloth being laid, che 
gentleman, lady, and I ſat down to ſupper; during 
which, they ſaid a thouſand obhging things to me: 
not a word elcaped me, which they did not repeat as 
an admuable ſtroke of wit; and it was ſurprizing to 
ſee how attentive they were in preſenting me with all 


i} | the daintieſt morſels. Don Raphael drank frequently 


t the health of Donna Mencia, in which I followed 
his example; and [ imagined that Camilla, who did 
us juſtice, ſometimes threw certain very ſiguificant 
looks at me. I even obſerved that ſhe choſe proper 
opportunities of ſo doing, zs if ſhe had been afraid 
that her brother. would perceive it. This was enough 
to perſuade me of ine lady's being ſmuten; and 1 
flattered myſelf with the hope of profiting by that 
diſcovery, during my ſhort ſtay at Valladolid. This 
hope induced me to yield, without difficulty, to their 
intreatics, when they requeſted me to ſpend a few 
days wuh them. They thanked me for my com- 
plaiſance; and the joy which Camilla —— 
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this occaſion, confirmed me in the opinion that I had 
found the way to her heart. rn Be 
Don Raphael, ſeeing me determined to ſtay with 
him ſome time, propoſed to carry me to his country 
houſe, of which he gave me a magnificent deſctip- 
tion; and talked of the pleaſures he would there en- 
tertain me with. “ Sometimes (ſaid he) we will take 
the diverſion of hunting, ſometimes that of fiſhing; 
and if you love walking, we have delightful woods 
and gardens in abundance : beſides, we ſhall not 
want good company; and, on the whole, I hope 
you will not grow melancholy-among us.“ I acs 
cepted his offer, and it was determined that we ſhould 
go to this charming place the very next day. Hav- 
ing projected this agreegble ſcheme, we roſe from ta- 
ble; and Don Raphael embracing me, in a tranſport 
of joy, ſaid, © Signior Gil Blas, I Will leave my filter 
to entertain you, while I go immediately to give ne- 
ceſſary orders, and advertiſe thoſe people whom I 
intend ſhall be of the party.” So ſaying, he went out 
of the room, and 1 continued converſing with the 
lady, who did not contradi&, by her diſcourſe, the 
ſoft glances the had thrown at me. She took hold 
of my hand, and looking at my ring, ſaid, “ Yow 
have got a pretty diamond enough, but it is a very 
ſmall one. Are you a connoiſſeur in ſtones ?“ When 
I anſwered in the negative, I am ſorry for it ( ſaid 
the) for you might have told me what this is worth.“ 
With theſe words, ſhe ſhewed me a large ruby on 
her finger, and while I examined it, added, “An un- 
cle of mine, who was governor of the Spaniſh colo« 
nies in the Philippine iſles, made me'a preſent of this 
ruby, which the jewellers here in Valladolid value at 
three hundred piſtoles.“ „ believe it is well wortk 
the money (ſaid I) for it is extremely beautiful.“ 
„Since you are pleaſed with it (ſhe replied) I will 
make an exchange with you.” And imaedistely 
the pulled off my ring, and put her own on my little 
finger, Having made this exchange, which I looked 
. upon 
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upon as a genteel way of making a preſent, Camilla 
ſqueezed my hand, and looked at me in the moſt 
languiſhing manner; then ſtarting up abruptly, wiſh- 
ed me good-night, and withdrew in great confuſion, 
as if ſhe had been aſhamed of diſcloſing her ſenti- 
ments, 
Novice as I was in gallantry; I knew well enough 
how to interpret this precipitate retreat in my favour, 
and concluded that I ſhould paſs my time very agree- , 
Wil ably at their villa. Full of this flattering idea, andyy 
| the proſperous condition of my affairs, I locked my- 
ſelf in the chamber where I was to lie, after having 
ordered my ſervant to come and wake me early in 
the morning: but inſtead of going to reſt, I gave a 
looſe to theſe agreeable reflections, which my port- 
manteau, that lay on the table, and my ruby, in- 
ſpired. Thank heaven! ſaid I to myſelf, if I have 
been unfortunate, I am no longer ſo. On one fide 
a thouſand ducats; a ring, worth three hundred piſ- 
toles, on the other. My finances will not be exhauſt- 
ed in a hurry. I ſee now that Majuelo did not flatter 
me. I ſhall inflame the hearts of a thauſand ladies 
at Madrid, fince I have made ſuch an eaſy conqueſt 
of Camilla. The favours of that generous lady pre- 
ſented themſelves to my imagination, with all their 
charms ; and J anticipated the diverſions that Don 
Raphael prepared for me at his houſe in the country. 
In the midſt of theſe pleaſing images, however, ſleep 
did not fail to ſhed his poppies over me; ſo that, 
—_ myſelf drowſy, I undreſſed, and went to 
| - Next morning, when I awaked, I perceived that 
it was already late, and was a good deal furprized, 
chat my valet did not appear in conſequence of the 
order I had given him over-night. Ambroſe, faid I 
to myſelf, my faithful Ambroſe, is either at church, 
or very lazy to-day. But I ſoon loſt that opinion of 
him, and conceived one much worſe ; for petting 
up, and milling my portmantcau, 1 ſuſpetted * 
a - 0 
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of having ſtole it in the night. For further informa- 


p 
3 tion, I opened, the chamber-door, and called the hy- 
5 pocxite ſeveral times; at laſt, an old man hearing me, 
N came and ſaid, What would you pleaſe to have, 
. ſignior ? all your people departed from my houſe 
long before day.” © How! 2 I) your houſe! 
1 am [I not at preſent in the houſe of Don Raphael?“ 
* & I don't know who that gentleman is (ſaid he) but 
0 you are in furniſhed lodgings, and I am the landlord: 


ſupped along with you came hither, and hired this 
apartment for a great lord, who, ſhe ſaid, travelled 
incognito ; and even paid me betore-hand.” 


b: = night, an hour before your arrival, the lady Who 
— 
8 
n 
a I was no longer in the dark; I gueſſed the charac- 


ts ters of Carmlla and Don Raphael, and concluded 
a- that my ſervant, being perfectly well acquainted 
5e with my affairs, had ſold me to theſe ſharpers. In- 
le ſtead of aſcribing this unlucky adventure to myſelf; 
1 and conſidering that it would not have bappened to 
ſt- me, had I not been fo indiſcreet as to unboſom my- 
er {elf unneceſſarily to Majuelo; I imputed all to inno- 
es cent fortune, and DET my fate a thouſand times. 
eſt The owner of the houſe, to whom I recounted the 
re- adventure, which, perhaps, he knew as well as I 
eir did, ſeemed affected with my ſorrow, condoled me, 
on and proteſted that he was very much mortihed to find 
ry. that ſuch a ſcene had paſſed in his houſe: but 1 pe- 
ep lieve, notwithſtanding all his profeſſions, he was as 
at, much concerned in the trick as my landlord at Bus- 


gos, to whom, however, I have always attributed 
the honour of the invention. | 


C HAP. XVII. 


How Gil Blas beſtowed himſelf aſter the adventure of the 
— aun ing Yi 

T TAVING heartily bewailed my misfortune, I 
conſidered, that inſtead of giving way to ſor- 

row, I ought to animate myſelf again miſchance; 
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and ſummoning all my courage to my aſſiſtance, ſaid 
to myſelf, while I put on my cloaths, by hy of 
con ſolation, I am happy in that the rogues have 


not alſo carried off my apparel, and ſome ducats 


Which I have ſtill in my purſe: I gave them credit 
for this piece of civility, and ſold my boots, which 
they had been generous enough to leave ikewiſe,to my 
landlord, for one third of the money they. had coſt me. 
Then taking my leave of the ready furniſhed lodging, 
without having occaſion, thank God, for any body 
to carry my baggage; the firſt thing I did, was to 


go aud ſee whether or not my mules were at the inn, 


where I alighted the preceding night; though I was 
of opinion that Ambroſe had not left them there; 
and I wiſh to God my opinion of him had been ak 
ways as juſt; for he told me he had taken care to 
fetch them away that very evening; wheretore, lay- 
ing my account with having ſeen the laſt of them, as 
well as of my portmanteau, I {trolled about the ſtreets 
in a melancholy manner, muſing on what ſhould be 
my next courſe. I was temptcd to return to Burgos, 
and have recourſe to Donna Mencia once more; but 
when I reflected, that in ſo doing I ſhould abuſe the 
generoſity ofthe lady, and at the ſame time be looked 
upon as a booby, I relinquiſhed the thought, ſwear- 
ing I ſhould for the future be upon my guard againſt 
women; and I believe at that time, I ſhould- have 
miſtruſted the chaſte Suſanna. I caſt my eyes. from 
time to time upon my ring, and when I conſidered 
that it was a preſent from Camilla, ſighed with vex- 
ation. Alas! thought I, though 1 am no connoiſſeur 
in rubics, I have too good reaſon to know thoſe who 
exchange them; and 1 believe it is not neceſſary that 
| ſhould go to a jcweller to be perſuaded that I am a 
ool. | : 

I was willing, however, to be informed of the 
worth of my ring,, aud accordingly ſhewed it to à 
lapigdary, who valued it at three ducats. Though J 
Was not ſurprized at this eſtimation, I wiſhed the 
iis niece 
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niece of the governor of the Philippine iſles at the 
devil, or rather only repeated the wiſh. As I came 
out of the jeweller's houſe, a young fellow who was 
paſſing, ſtopt to conſider me. Not being able 
to recolle& him at firſt, although I had formerly 
been intimate with him.— „% How, Gil Blas! 
(ſaid he) do you pretend 1gno1ance of me, or have 
two years altered the ſon of barber Nunnez ſo much, 
that you do not know him? Don't you remember 
Fabricius, your companion and ſchool- fellow, with 
whom you have ſo often diſputed, at the houſe of 
Doctor Godinez, upon predicables and metaphyſical 
degrees?“ 105 
I remembered him before he had done ſpeaking, 
and we embraced one another with tranſport. My 
dear friend (continued he) how glad. am I to meet 
thee ! I can't expreſs the joy I feel. — But (added he, 
with an air of ſurprize) what do I ſee! Egad ! thou 
art dreſſed like a prince! a fine ſword, ſilk ſtock- 
ings, doublet and cloak of velvet embroidered with 
gold! Odd's niggers ! this ſmells ſtrong of intrigues! 
I'll hold a wager, that thou ſhareſt the bounty of ſome 
liberal old lady.” „“ You are miſtaken (ſaid I) my 
affairs are not ſo flouriſhing as you imagine.“ 
„% Pſhaw, pſhaw, (replied he) you affect to be a 
cloſe fellow; that fine ruby on your finger, Mr. Gil 
Blas, whence comes that, I pray you ?” * It comes 
(ſaid I) from an arrant jade. Fabricius, my dear 
Fabricius, far from being in vogue among the women 
at Valladolid, know that I ama moſt ridiculous dupe.” 
I pronounced theſe laſt words ſo ruefully, that 
Fabricius was convinced of my having been impoſed 
upon in ſome ſhape or other ; and preſſed me to tell 
him what were my reaſons for complaining of the 
fair ſex. I was eafly prevailed upon to ſatisfy his 
curioſity ; but as my ſtory was pretty long, and be- 
ſides, we had no intention of parting in a hurry, we 
went into a pnblick houſe, that we might converſe to- 
gether more at our caſe; and there, while we break» 
; faſted, 
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faſted, I recounted to him all that had happened te 
me ſince my departure from Oviedo. He thought 
my adventures were extremely odd, and after having 
aflured me, that he very much ſympathized with me, 
in my preſent unlucky ſituation, ſaid, «© We muſt 
conſole ourſelves, my child, as well as we can, for 
all the misfortunes of life. When a man of ſpirit is 
unlucky, he waits with patience for a more favoura- 
WW ble conjuncture. One ſhould never, as Cicero ſays, 
let himſelf be fo much dejected as to forget that he 
is a man. For my own part, I am of that very dif- 
poſition : my misfortunes have not been able to over- 
whelm me, becauſe I am always above the caprice 
of fate. For inſtance, I loved a girl of ſome faſhion 
at Oviedo, who had a tendre for me; I aſked her in 
marriage of her father, and he refuſed me. Another 
on this occaſion would have died of grief: but 1 (ad- 
mire the force of genius) carricd off the dear creature, 
As ſhe was paſhonate, thoughtleſs and vain, pleaſure, 
of conſequence, always determined her to the preju- 
dice of duty. I led her a dance for ſix months, 
through the kingdom of Gallicia, from whence. as I 
had given her a taſte for travelling, ſhe was deſirous 
of going to Portugal; but thought proper to chuſe 
a new conductor: here was another ſubject of def. 
pair; but for all that, I did not ſink under the 
weight of it; and, wiſer than Menelaus, inſtead of 
declaring war againſt the Paris who had ſtole my 
Helen; I thought myſelf very much obliged to him 
for having rid my hands of her. Afterwards, being 
unwilling to return to the Aſturies, that I might avoid 
all expoltulation with juftice, I advanced into the 
kingdom of Leon, ſpending, from town to town; 
the remainder of the money I had carried off with 
my infanta; for we had quitted Oviedo with the full 
hand; and arrived at Palencia with a ſolitary ducat; 
out of which I was obliged to buy a pair of ſhoes; 
fo that the remaining part could not lait much lon- 
ger ; my ſuustion became very perplexing, and 
* . was 
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was even reduced to a very tri regiment there was 
no time to be loſt; I refolved to go to ſervice, and 
hired myſelf to à great woolten-draper, whoſe ſon was 
an accompliſhed rake, Here, though I found an aly- 
lum againſt hunger, 1 was not a little embarraſſed; for 
the father ordered me to be a ſpy upon the ſon, and 
the ſon intreated me to aſſiſt him in cheating the father. 
Being obliged to determine, I preferred the intreaty 
to the command; and that preference coſt me my 
place. I afterwards went into the ſervice of an old 
painter, who would have taught me, through friend- 
ſhip, the principles of his art; in the demonſtration 
of Which, however, I was almoſt famiſhed. This 
gave me a diſguſt for painting, and a difreliſh fort 
Palencia at the ſame time; and coming to Vallado- 
lid, by the greateſt good fortune in the world I got 
into the family of one of the cirettors of the hoſpital; 
7 ! now live perfectly happy. Signior Manuel 
rdonnez, my maſter, is a man of profound piety, 
who walks with his eyes always fixed on the ground, 
and a large roſary in his hand. They ſay, that from 
his youth, having nothing in view but the Tunds of 
the poor, he attached himſelf to them with indefas 
tigable zeal; and accordingly his cares have not been 
ill requited ; every: thing! proſpers with him. What 
a bleſſing it is that he has made himſelf rich in ma- 
naging the affairs of the poor!“ i 
Fabricius having harangued in this manner, “ 
am very glad (ſaid 1 to him) to find thee ſo well 
ſatisfied with thy condition: but, between you and 
me, 1 think you might play a more honourable part 
in the world.” „ You are miltaken, Gil Blas fans 
ſwered he) there is no ſituation in life more agreeable 
to one of my humour, than that which I now enjoy ? 
the employment of a lacquey is troubleſome, I own, 
to a filly feliow; but to à lad of ſpirit it is ſullof 
charms. ' A ſuperior genius that goes to fervice dots 
not confine himfelf to the menial cirenmſtances of his 
daiy like « hmpleton t he goes into + family to — 
kl | man 
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mand rather than obey : he begins by ſtudying his 
maſter, he accommodates himſelf to his foibles, gains 
his confidence, and then leads him by the noſe, — 
*Tis thus that I have behaved towards my direQor.— 
I ſoon diſcovered his hypocriſy, and perceived that 


be wanted to paſs for a perſon of great ſanctity: I 


pretended to be his dupe ; that coſts nothing. I did 
more, I imitated him, and acting in his preſence the 
| ſame farce that he plays before others, I deceived the 


deceiver, and am by degrees become his factotum. 


| Under his auſpices I hope one day to be concerned in 
W the affairs of the poor; in which caſe I may chance 


to make my fortune too, for I find myſelt as well 


inchned towards them as he can be for his heart.“ 
„ Theſe are fine hopes, (replied I) my dear Fa- 
bricius : I congratulate thee upon thy proſpett ; and, 
for my own part, will have recourſe to my former 
icheme; convert my embroidered habit into a caſſock, 


repair to Salamanca, and liſting myſelf under the ban- 


ners of the univerſity, perform the office of a tutor.“ 


A fine project truly! (cried Fabricius) an agreeable 
WW whim! what a fool wouldſt thou be to turn pedant at 
= thy age! Doeſt thou know, wretch ! what thou art 
about to do ? Soon as thou ſhalt be employed, the 


W whole family will have their eyes on thee, and all thy 
actions will be ſcrupulouſly examined; thou muſt be 


1 eternally under conſtraint, clothe thyſelf with hypocriſy, 


and appear poſſeſſed of every virtue. Thou wilt not 


have a moment to beſtow upon thy pleaſures. Like 


x | a perpetual cenſor of thy pupil, thou mult paſs the 
day in teaching him Latin, and in rebuking him, 
when he ſhall ſay or do any thing amiſs : and after 


* ſo much labour and conſtraint, what will be the fruit 


of thy cares ? If the little gentleman wants capacity, it 
will be ſaid, that thou haſt not given him good educa- 
W tion ; and his parents will turn thee away, without 
any recompence, perhaps even without paying thy 


appointment. Don't therefore talk to me of a precep- 
© tor's polt, which is like a benefice, with the cure of 


fouls; 
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ſouls : but commend me to the employment of a lac- 
quey, Which is a ſimple benefice, encumbered, with 
no charge. When a maſter has vice, a ſuperior genius 
in his ſervice will flatter them, and often turn them to 
its advantage. A footman lives in a good family, 
without the leaſt diſquiet ; for after having eaten and 
drank his bellyful, he ſleeps like the fon of a lord, 
and gives bichſelf:no trouble about either baker or 
butcher. - £ | 

« I ſhould never ha' done, child, (continued he) 
was I to recount ell the advantages of footmen. Take 
my advice, Gil Blas, quit for ever the deſign of becom- 
ing tutor, and follow my example.” “Ves; but, Fa- 
bricius, (ſaid I) one does not al ways meet with direc- 
tors; and if I ſhould reſolve to turn lacquey, I 
would, atleaſt, chuſe to be well ſettled.” * Oh! you 
are in the right, (ſaid he) that ſhall be my buſineſs; T 
will inſure thee a good place, if it was for no other 
Nu than to ſnatch a pretty fellow from the uni ver- 

ty. WS | . 
The approaching miſery with which I was threat» 
ned, and the air of ſatisſaction that appeared in Fa- 
bricius, perſuading me more than his reaſons, I de- 
termined to go to ſervice 3 whereupon leaving the 
publick houſe, my companion ſaid, © I will condu& 
you to the houſe of a perſon, who is conſulted by al- 
moſt all the footmen out of place : he has ſpies who 
inform him of what happens in all families; he knows 
where ſervants are wanted, and keeps an exact regiſter 
not only of the vacant places, but even of the good 
and 8 qualities of mire : he is one who was for- 
merly a friar in ſome convent or other: and in ſhort, 
*rwas he who recommended me to the place I now 
enjoy.“ 

While we converſed about ſuch a ſingular office of 
intelligence, the ſon of barber Nunnez carried me 
into a blind alley, and we entercd a little houſe, where 
we found a man about fifty years old, writing at a ta- 
ble. We ſaluted him very reſpectfully; but wry 
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he was naturally proud, or accuſtomed to ſee lacquics 


and coachmen only, he had contracted an habit of rer 


ceiving people cavalierly, and did not riſe from his 
ſeat, but contegicd himſelf with making a light in- 
clination of the head. He looked hard at me, howe 
ever, and I could eaſily perceive he was very much 
ſurprized that a young man, dreſſed in embroidered 
velvet, ſhould want to turn valet. ; he had more rea- 
ſon to think I was come to be provided. with one; 
but he did not continue long in ſuſpence, with regard 
to my intention; for Fabricius, accoſting him at once, 
ſaid, „ Signior Arias de Londonna, give me leave to 


preſent one of my beſt friends to you; he is a young 


man of a good family, whom misfortunes. have redu- 
ced to the neceſſity of going to ſervice. Pray inform 
him of a good place, and depend upon his gratitude.” 
“Gentlemen, (anſwered Arius, coldly) this is the 
manner of you all ; before you are fixed, you make the 
fineſt promiſes inthe world, but once you are well ſet» 
tled, you think no more of them,” „How! (repli- 


ed Fabricius) do you complain of me? have not I 


done honourably by you?“ You might have done 


better ſtill, (ſaid Arias) your place is worth a clerk's 
employment; and you have paid me as if Ihad intro» 
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W | duced you to the houſe of an author.“ Here I inter- 
poſed, and told Signior Arias, that, to ſhew him I 


was not ungrateful, my acknowledgment ſhould pre- 
cede his ſervice ; at the ſame time, taking out two 


W | ducats, I put them into his hand: with a promiſe, 
W | that I would not ſtop there, provided I ſhould find 
myſelf in a good family. 


Ae ſeemed pleaſed with my behaviour, and-ſaid he 


loved to be treated in that manner: There are con- 
tinued he) excellent poſts vacant, which I will men» 
tion, in order that you may chuſe one that is to your 
xing.“ So ſaying, he put onhis ſpectacles, open- 


ed a regiſter, Which lay on the table, turned over 
ſame leaves, and began to read as follows: „ A lace 


quey is wanted for captain Torbellmo, a 3 
* * 
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cruel, whimſical man, Who grumbles inceſſantly, 
ſwears, beats, and, commonly, maims his ſervagts.“ 
« Let us pals on to another, (cried I, at that picture) 
that captain is not to my taſte,” Arias ſmiled at my 
vivacity, and proceeded in this manner: Donna 
Manuela of Sandoval, a ſuperannuated widow, full of 
peeviſhneſs and caprice, has, at preſent, never a foot- 
man ; ſhe keeps but one for ordinary, and him never 
a whole day, There has been, one livery ſuit in the 
houſe theſe ten years, which ſerves all valets who en- 
ter, of what ſize and ſhape ſoever they may be; but 
it may be ſaid they only try it on; for it is ſtill as good 
as new, although it has been worn by two thouſand 
lacquies. Doctor Alvar Fannez, a phyſician and chy- 
miſt wants a ſervant ; his domeſtics are well fed, 


| handſomely entertained, and have, mdreover, great 


wages; but he tries experiments upon them, with 
** * and there are oſten vacant places in his 
ouſe.“ 

Ohl I believe it (cried Fabricius, laughing) upon 
my conſcience you ſhe us abundance of fine places.“ 
+ Have patience (ſaid Arias de Londonna) we have 
not yet done; there are ſome that, I am ſure will 
pleaſe you.” Then he continued to read in, theſe 
terms, „Donna Alfonſa de Solis, an old devotee, who 
ſpends two thirds of the day at church, and inſiſts up- 
on her footman's being always along with her, has not 
had a lacquey theſe three weeks. The licentiate Sedil- 
lo, an old canon of the chapter of this city, yelterda 

in the evening, turned away his footman.“ Hs 

there, Signior Arias de Londonna (cried Fabricius, in 
this place) we will ſtick to this laſt poſt. The licen- 
tiate Sedillo is one of my maſter's friends, with whom 
I am perſectly well acquainted: I know that he has 
for houſekeeper an old devotee called Dame Jacinta, 
who-diſpoſes of every thing in the houſe: it is one of 
the beſt families in Valladolid, for a: ſervant who 
loves a quiet life and good cheer :; beſides, the canon 
is old and infirm, very much ſubjeR to the N 
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will ſoon make his will; ſo that there is room to he 
for a good legacy. What a charming proſpe& fora 
footman ! Gil Blas (added he, turning towards me) 
Jet us loſe no/time, my lad, but go inſtantly to the 
houſe of the licentiate, where 1 will myſelf preſent 
you, and anſwer for thy character.“ At theſe words, 
or fear of loſing ſuch a fair opportunity, we took our 
leave in a hurry of Signior Arias, who aſſured me 
for my money, that if I ſhould be baulked of this 
Place, I might depend upon his recommending me to 
one as good. | | h 


. 
CHAP. . 
Fabricius conducts Gil Blas, and introduces him to the li- 
centiate Sedillo; the fituation of this canon; a deſcription 
/ has houſekeeper, 


E were ſo much afraid of coming too late, 
| that we made but one leap from the alley 
to the houſe of the old licentiate. We knocked 
at the door, which was opened by a girl ten years old, 
who paſſed for the houſekeeper's niece, in ſpite of 
ſcandal; and aſking if the canon could be ſpoke with, 
Dame Jacinta appeared: ſhe was a perſon already ar- 
rived at the age of diſcretion, but ſtill handſome; and, 
in particular, I admired the freſhneſs of her complexi- 
on. She wore a long gown of coarſe ſtuff, with a 
large leathern girdle, from one fide of which hung a 
bunch of ue and from the other a roſary of great 


beads. As ſoon as we perceived her, we bowed with 
profound reſpect, and ſhe returned the ſalute very ci- 


villy, but with a modeſt deportment and downcaſt 
—_—_ e (LEAN zl 
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* Having underſtood (ſaid my comrade to her) that 
maſter licentiate Sedillo has occaſion for an honeſt va» 
let, I am- come to preſent one, with whom, I hope, 
he will be ſatisfied.” The houſekeeper, at theſe 
words, lifting her eyes, ſurveyed me with attentio 
and, not being able to reconcile my embroidery wit 
the diſcourſe of Fabricius, aſked if it was I who wanted 
the vacant place. Yes, (ſaid the ſon of Nunnez) it 
is this young man, who notwithſtanding his appear» 
ance, has met with misfortunes that obhge him to go 
to ſervice, But he will ſoon forget his miſ-haps (ad- 
ded he, with an inſinuating air) if he has the happineſs 
to come into this family, and live with the virtuous 
Jacinta, who deſerves to be houſekeeper to the patri- 
arch of the Indies.“ At theſe words, this pious ga» 
vernante moved her eyes from me, to conſider the 
lite perſon who ſpoke, and ſtruck with his features, 
which were not altogether unknown to her, © I have 
(ſaid ſhe) a confuſed notion of having ſeen you ſome- 
where; pray aſſiſt my recollection. ** Chaſte Jacinta 
(anſwered Fabricius) Lam proud of having attracted 
your notice: I have been twice in this houſe, wih 
my maſter Signior Manuel Ordonnez, director of the 
hoſpital,” * Ha! you're in the right (replied the 
houſekeeper) I remember it very well, and recollect 
your face. Ah! ſince you belong to Signior Ordon- 
nez, you muſt be a lad of worth and honeſty : your 
place proclatms your virtue; and this young man 
could not have a better recommendation. Come (ad. 
ded ſhe) I will bring you to ſpeak with Signior Se- 
dillo, Who I believe, will be very glad to have a fer 
vant of your preſenting,” hy 
We followed her accordingly, The canon lodged 
on the ground- floor, which conſiſted of four rooms 
well wainſcotted; in one of which ſhe defired us to 
wait a little, while ſhe went into the next, where the 
licentiate Was. After ſhe had ſtaid with him ſome 
time, in order to give him his cue, ſhe came and told 
us, that we might go in. We perceived the old gou- 
„ E. tified 


——— käçäA4j * 


go The ADVENTURES of 


tified canon buried, as it were, in an elbow-chair, with 
pillows under his head and arms, and his legs ſu 
ported on a large down cuſhion. While we rs 
ed him, we did not ſpare bows; and Fabricius being 
Kill ſpokeſman, not only repeated what he had ſaid of 
me to the houſekeeper, but likewiſe extolled my me- 
Tit, and enlarged chiefly on the honour which I had 
acquired in philoſophical diſputes, While I was with 
doQor Godinez; as if it was neceſſary, that a canon's 
footman ſhould be a profound philoſopher. Never- 
theleſs, this fine eulogium that he beſtowed on me did 
not fail to caſt a miſt before the eyes of the licentiate, 
who obſerving beſides, that I was not diſagreeable ts 
Dame Jacinta, ſaid to my recommender, “ Friend, I 
take into my ſervice the young man whom thou haſt 
brought. I am ſatisfied, and conceive a favourable 
opinion of his morals, ſince he is preſented by a do- 
mellic of my good friend Sigmor Ordonngsz.” 
As ſoon as Fabricius ſaw that I was engaged, he 
made a low bow to the canon, another ſtill lower to 
the governante, and withdrew very well ſatisfied, af- 
ter having whiſpered to me that we ſhould fee one an- 
other often, and that I had nothing to do but ſtay 
where I was. —— When he was gone, the licentiate 
aſked my name, and reaſons for leaving my native 
country; and by thefe queſtions engaged me, in pre- 
ſence of Dame Jacinta, to recount my ſtory. They 
were both very much diverted, eſpecially with the ac- 
count of my laſt adventure, Camilla and Don Raphael 
tickling them ſo much, that it was like to have coſt 
the old canon hrs life; fer while he laughed with all 
his force, he was ſeized with ſuch a violent fit of 
cougbing, that I 1magined it would have been his laſt, 
As he had not yet made his will, you may eaſily gueſs 
how His houſckeeper was alarmed; trembling and 
aſtoniſhed ſhe ran to the aſſiſtauce of the good man, 
Fubbed his forchead, and clapped him on the back, as 
' 38 practiſed with children when they have the chin- 
cough, However, this was but a falſe alarm ; the old 
| Man 


ers, 


GL FLA Tt 91 
man ceaſed to cough, and his governante to torment 
him; and I would have finiſhed my Rory, bad not 
Dame Jacinta, who dreaded.:another fit, oppoſed. it, 
and carried me out of the canon's chamber into a 
wardrobe, where among ſeveral ſuits of cloaths,, was 
that of my predeceſſor. This ſhe made me put on, 
and leave my own. in its room, which I was not ſorry 
to preſerve, in hopes that it would ſtill be of ule to 
me. After which we went to prepare dinner. 

I was not a novice in the art of dreſſing victuala, 
having ſerved a happy apprenticeſhip under Dame Le- 


onarda, who might have paſſed for a good cook: the, . 


was not, however, comparable to Dame Jacinta, whay 
for aught I know, would have gained the palm from 
the cook of the archbiſhop of Teledo, She excelled 
in every thing: her ſoups were exquiſite, on account 
of her art in chuſing and mixing the different kinds 


of gravy of which they were compoſed ; and her 


haſhes were ſeaſoned in ſuch a manner, as rendered 
them extremely agreeable io the palate. When din- 
ner was ready, we returned into the canon's cham- 
ber, Where, while I laid the cloth on a table ſet juſt 
by his elbow. chair, the houſekeeper tucked a napkln 
under the old man's chin, and tied it over his ſhould- 

In a moment after I brought in a meſs of por- 
ridge, tbat might have been — to the moſt ce- 
lebrated director of Madrid; and two courſes, which 
would have ſtimulated the ſenſuality of a viceroy, had 
not Dame Jacinta been ſparing of her ſpices, for fear 
of inflaming the gout of the licentiate.— At fight of 
theſe delicate diſhes, my old maſter, whom I be- 
lieved impotent in all his members, ſnewed me, that 
he had not as yet loſt entirely the uſe of his arms; he 
helped to diſencumber himſelf of his pillows, and 
chearfully prepared himſelf for eating — Though his 
hand ſhook, it did not refuſe its ſervice, but went and 
came with great expedition, in ſuch a manner, hows» 


ever, that it ſpilt upon the tablecloth and napkin one + 
halt of what was intended for his mouth I took 2 f 
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the ſoup when he had done with it, and brought in a 
roaſted partridge, flanked with two quails, which 
Dame Jacinta carved for him She took care alſo to 
make him drink frequently large draughts of wine, a 
little diluted in a large and] drop ſilver cup, which ſhe 
held to his mouth, as if he had been a child ef fifteen 
months. —Heyfell tooth and nail upon this courſe, and 
did no leſs honour to the birds than he had done to 
the porridge; and when he had ſtuffed himſelf to the 
tongue, the devotee untied his napkin; replaced' his 
Pillows, and left him in quiet to take his 2 fternoon's 
nap in his chair; while we, having uncovered the 
table, went to dinner 1n our turn, | 
In this manner did our canon dine every day, who, 
for naught I know, was the greateſt glutton of the 
whole chapter. — Tho' his ſupper was commonly 
more ſlight, conſiſting, for the molt part, of a pullet 
and ſome conſerves, I fed well in this houſe, and 
lived a very peaceable life, having only one grievance, 
which was no other than being obliged to watch my 
maſter, and paſs the whole night like a nurſe; —Be- 
ſides a retention of urine, which obliged him to aſk 
for his chamber-pot ten times in an hour, he was 
ſubject to profuſe ſweats, and when theſe happened, 
it was my buſineſs to ſhift him. “ Gil Blas, (ſaid he 
the ſecond night) thou haſt activity and addreſs ; and 
1 foreſee that I ſhall be very well ' pleaſed with thy 
ſer vice I recommend to thee, above all things, to 
behave thyſelf reſpe&fully towards Dame Jacinta: 
ſhe is a wench who has ſerved me theſe fifteen years 
with a ſingular zeal, ' and tekes ſuch care of my per- 
ſon, that 1 can never enough ſhew my gratitude: 
whereſore I own ſhe is more dear to me than all my 
relations. For the love of her I have turned out of 
doois my nephew, my own ſiſter's ſon, who paid no 
reſpect to the poor girl; and, far from doing juſtiee 
to the ſincere attachment ſhe has for me, the infolent 
woy treated her as hypoctite; for in this age all vit- 
tue appears hypoeriſy to young people. Thank ga 
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prefer the 
love that is manifeſted for me, to all the ties of blood, 
and am fwayed only by the benefits 1 receive.“ 
« You are in the right, fr, (ſaid I to the licentiste) 
gratitude ought to have more weight with us than the 
laws of nature.“ Doubtleſs, (he replied) and people 
will fee, by my lalt will that I have no regard for my 
relations. My houſekeeper will have a good ſhare, 
and thou ſhalt not be forgot, provided that thou goeſt 
on to ſerve me as thou haſt begun. The footman,. 
whom I turned away yelterday, has loſt a good le- 
gacy by his own fully; if that paultry fellow had 
not, by his miſbehaviour, obliged me to diſmiſs him, 
I would have made his fortune; but he was a proud 
coxcomb, who was deficient in his reſpe& for Dame 
Jacinta; and an idle raſcal; who dreaded the fmall- 
eſt trouble, —He, forſooth, did not love to watch 
over me; and looked upon it as a great fatigue to _ 
fpend the night in contributing to my eaſe.” Ah, 
the . wretch! (cried I, as if the genius of my friend 
had inſpired me) he was not worthy of living with 
ſuch an honourable maſter! A lad who has the hap» 
pineſs of appertaining unto you, ought to be indefa- 
tigable in bis zeal : he ought to make a pleaſufeof 
his duty, and not think himſelf fatigued, even When 
he ſweats blood and water for your Crvice,” 

I perceived that theſe words were very agreeable 
to the licentiate, who was no leſs ſatisfied with the 
aſſurance I gave him, of being always perfectly re- 
fgned to the will of Dame Jacinta, Willing there- 
fore to paſs for a valet whom fatigue could not diſpi- 
rit, I did my duty with the beſt grace I could aſſume 
and never complained of being up all night; a cu» 
cumſtance which, however, I found very diſagreeable; 
and had it not been for the legacy with which I ſed 
my hopes, I ſhould have been very ſoon diſguſted 
with my condition, — Indeed I flept ſome hours 
in the day-time; and the governante, to do her juſtice, 


had. a good deal of regard for me.— This mult be 
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aſcribed to the care I took in gaining her good gracesr 
by the moſt complaiſant and refpectful behaviour; 
when I was at table with her and her nicce, whoſe 
[! name was Inefilla, I ſhifted their plates, filled wine, 
and ſerved them with a moſt particular attention; 
by which means I inſinuated myſelf into their friend. 
ſhip. One day, while Dame Jecinta was gone out 
to market, ſeeing myſelf alone with Inefella, I began 
to converſe with her, and aſked if her father and 
mother were ſtill alive * O!] not at all, (anfwered 
ſhe) they are dead long—long ago: my good aunt 
told me ſo.— As for my on part, I never ſa them.” 
I ſincerely believed the little girl, though her anſwer 
was not categorical ; and put her into ſuch a humour 
of talking, that ſhe told me more of the matter than 
F wanted to know,—She informed me, or rather I 
gathered from her artleſs chat, that her good aunt had 
a very good friend, who lived hkewile with an old 
canon, whoſe temporalities he managed; and that 
theſe happy domeſticks expected to join the pillage of 
their maſters by a marriage, the {ſweets of which they 
taſted beforchand. I have already obſerved, that 
Dame Jacinta, thovgh ſomewhat ſuperannuated, had 
fill a treſhneſs of complexion. True, indeed, ſhe 
ſpared nothing to preſerve it; for, beſides a glyſter, 
which ſhe took every morning, ſhe ſwa}lowed during 
the day, and when ſhe went to bed, fome excellent jel- 
lies of her own compoſing, and ſlept ſoundly all night, 
while I watched my maſter : but that which, per- 
haps, contributed more than any thing to preſerve 
her cotour from fading, was an iſſue, which Ineſilla 
told me ſhe had in each leg, | 
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In what manner the canon was treated when he fell ficks 
the confequence of it ; and the lægacy which he left t 
Gil Blas. | | , 


Served the licentiate Sedillo three months without 
complaining c$ the bad nights he made me pals; 
at the end of which time he fell lick of a fever, and 
felt his gout encreaſed by the pain which it occalion- 
ed; ſo that, for the frk time in his life, which had 
been long, he had recourſe to a phyſician, and ſent for 
doctor Sangrado, whom all Valladolid looked upon 
as another Hippocrates, Dame E would have 
been better pleaſed, if the canon had begun by mak - 
ing his will, and even dropt ſome hints on the ſub» 
jet; but, beſides that he did not believe himſelf near 
his end, in ſome certain things he was extremely ob- 
ſtinate; I therefore went in ſearch of Dr. Sangradog 
and brought him to the houſe. He was a tall, mea» 
gre, pale man, who had kept the ſhears of Clotho em- 
ployed during forty years at leaſt. This learned phy- 
ſician had a very ſolemn appearance, weighed his 
diſcourſe, and gave an emphaſis to his expreſſions : his 
reaſoning was geometrical, and his opinions extreme- 
ly fingular. | | 
After having examined the ſymptoms of my maf< 
ter's diſeaſe, he ſaid to him, with a very phyſical ay 
© The buſineſs here is to ſupply the defect of perſpi- 
ration, which is obſtructed; others, in my place, 
would, doubtleſs, preſcribe ſaline draughts, diuretics, 
diaphoretics, and ſuch medicines as abound with 
mercury and ſulphur ; but cathartics and ſudoritics 
are pernicious drugs, and al the preparations of chy- 
miſtry are only calculated to do miſchief; for my 
own part, I practiſe a method more ſimple, and more 
ſure—Pray what is your ordinary diet?” © My 
uſual food (replied the canon) is broth and juicy 
meat. - Broth and juicy meat! (cried the doftor, 
E 4' ſurprized} 
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ſurprized) truly, I do not wonder to find you fick : 
ach delicious victuals are poiſoned pleaſures, and 
Inares that luxury ſpreads for mankind, in order to 
ruin them the more effettually, You mult renounce 
all palatable food: the moſt ſalutary is that which 
is molt inſipid; for as the blood is inſipid, it requires 
ſuch diet as partake moſt of its own nature. And do 
you drink wine? (added he) “ Yes, (ſaid the h- 
centiate) wine diluted.“ „ O! diluted as much as 
| _ you pleaſe, (replied the phyſician) what an irregula- 
rity is here! what a frightful regimen! you oaght to 
have been dead long ago. How old are you, pray?“ 
% I am going in my ſixty-ninth year,“ (replied the 
 canon)—* Right (ſaid the phyſician) an early old 
= -2gc is always the fruit of intemperance, If you had 
W drank nothing elſe but clear water all your life, and 
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boiled apples, for example, you would not now be 
tormented with the gout, and all your limbs would 
pr form their funckiors with eaſe. I do not deſpair, 

owever, of ſetting you to rights again, provided you 
be wholly reſigned to my duedctions.““ 

The licentiate having promiſed to obey him in all 
things, Sangrado {ent me for a ſurgeon, whom he 
named, and ordered him to take from my maſter fx 
good porringers of blood, as the firſt effort, in order 
to ſupply the want of perſpiration. Then he ſaid to 
the ſurgeon, © Maſter Martin Onnez, return in three 
BE houts, and take as much more; and repeat the ſame 
by evacuation to-morrow. It is a groſs error to think 
Wis that blood is necefiary for the preſervation of life: a 
|| 4g cannot be blooded too much; for as he is ob- 

Wit iiged to perform no conſiderable motion or exerciſe, 
but juſt only to breathe, he has no more occaſion for 
blood than a man who is aſleep; life, in both, con- 
WE iſling ia the pulſe and reſpiration only.” The doc- 

$ tor having ordered frequent and copious evacuations 
of this kind, he told us, that we muſt make the canon 
drink warm water inceſſantly ; affuring us, that was 

| 8 ter, 


had been ſatisfied with fimple nouriſhment, ſuch as. 
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wy drank in abundance, was the true ſpecific in all 
d 
told dame Jacinta and me, with an air of confidence, 
that he would anſwer for his patient's life, provided 
we would treat him in the' manner he had preſcribed. 
The governante, who poſſibly thought otherwiſe of 
his method, proteſted that it ſhould be followed with 
the utmoſt exactneſs. Accordingiy we ſet about 
warming water with all diſpatch ; and as the phyſi- 
clan had recommended to ,us, above all things, not 
to be too ſparing of it, we made my maſter drink, 
for the firſt doſe, two or three pints, at as many 
draughts. An hour after we repeated it, and return- 
ing to the charge, from time to time, overwhelmed 


his ſtomach with a deluge of water: the ſurgeon ſe- 


conding us, on the other hand, by the quantity of 
blood which he drew from him, in leſs than two days 
the old canon was reduced to extremity. 

This good prieſt being quite ſpent, Nie to me with 
a feeble voice, as I preſented him with a large glaſs 
of the ſpecihc, „ Hold, Gil Blas, give me no more 
of it, my friend: I ſee plainly that I muſt die, in 
ſpite of the virtues of water ; and though there is 
ſcarce a drop of blood left in my body, I don't find 
myſelf a whit the better; which is a plain proof, that 
the moſt expert phyſician in the world cannot pro- 
long our days, when their fatal period is arrived: go 
therefore, and fetch a notary, for I want to make my 
will.” At theſe laſt words, which I was not ſorry to 
hear, I affected to ſeem melancholy, and conceahi 
the deſire I had to execute his com miſſion, Well? 
but, fir (ſaid I) you are not yet ſo low, thank God, 
but that you may recover,” *« No, no, child (re- 
plied he) it is all over with me: I feel the gout 
mounting upwards, and death approaching. Make 


haſte, therefore, and do as I bid thee.” I perceived, 


ſure enough, that he changed viſibly, and the affair 
appeared fo urgent, that I went out as faſt as poſſible 


10 fulfil his orders; leaving with him dame Jacinta, - 


E 3 who 


iſtempers Whatever. And when he went away, he 


| 


9s _ _ The ADVENTURES of _ _ 
wwho' was more afraid than I. that he would die intgſ- 
tate. I went into the houle of the firſt notary I was 
directed to, and finding him at home, © Sir (ſaid I) 
the licentiate Sedillo, my maſter, draws towards his 
end, and wants to have his laſt will made; ſo that 


| - there is not a moment to loſe.” The notary, who 


Was a briſk old man, and, took delight in rallyin 
aſked what phyſician.attended the canon; Ianſ uhh, , 
doctor Sangrado,—At that name, ſeizing his hat and 
cloak in a hurry, . Zooks ! (cried he) let us make 
haſte; for the doctor is ſo expeditious, that he ſel» 
dom gives his patients time to ſend for notaries 3 
. man has chouſed me out of, a great many 
A... +; 955 
4 So ſaying, he followed me with great eagerneſs, 
and while we walked together at a good pace, that 
we might arrive before he ſhould be at the laſt gaſp, 
Sir (ſaid 1 to him) you know that a teſtator at 
the. point of death is apt to forget things: now, if my 
mater ſhould not remember me, I beg you will re- 
mind him of my zeal and attachment.“ “ That I 
will, my child (teplied the little notary): thou mayeſt 
depend upon me for that. I will even adviſe him to 
give thee ſomething conſiderable; let him be never 
75 little diſpoſed to reward thy ſervice,” The licen, 
tiate, When we came into his chamber, had ſtill the 
uſe of his ſenſes, and dame Jacinta, who was with 
bim, her viſage bathed in tears, which ſhe had at 
command, had play'd her part, and beſpoke the good 
man's benevalence.- So that ſhe and 1 left the notary 
alone with him, and went into the antichamber, where 
meeting the ſurgeon, whom the doctor had ſent to 
make one evacuation more, we ſtopt him. Hold, 
Mr. Martin (ſaid the goveragate), you cannot go into 
Signior, Sedilla's chamber at preſent; he is dictating 
his laſt will to a notary Who is with him; when that 
is done, you ſhall have leaye to do your office.? 
This pidus. gentlewoman and I were much afraid, 
that the Iicentiate would die before his will could be 


fniſhed ; 
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finiſhed; but, happily for us, the deed tha 
ed our diſquiet, was executed; and the notary finds 
ing me in his way, as he come out, clapped me on the 
ſhoulder, ſaying, with a ſmile, ©. Gil Blas is not for- 

tten.” Theſe words inſpired. me with exceſſive 


joy; and I thought myſelf ſo much obliged to my 


maſter for having remembered me, that I promiſed 
to pray with all my heart for his ſoul, after his death, 
which ſoon happened: for the ſurgeon having blood- 
ed him again, the poor old man, who was but too 
much exhauſted before, expired almoſt during the 
operation. As he breathed his laſt highs, the phybeiam 
came in, and looked very fooliſh, notwithflanding 
his long practice of difpatching patients. Neverthe-. 
leſs, far —— imputing the canon's death to his-watry, 


draughts and evacuations, he obſerved as he went out, 


with an air of indifference, that the patient had not 
loſt blood enough, nor drank a ſufficient quantity-of 
warm water. While the executioner of this ſublime. 


art, I mean the ſurgeon, ſeeing alſo that there was no 


more occaſion for his office, followed Dr. Sangrado. , 

As ſoon as the breath went out of our patron's, 
body, Dame e Ineſilla, and I, raiſed a con- 
cert of mournful cries, which were heard all over the 
neighbourhood : the governante eſpecially, who bad 
the greateſt cauſe to rejoice, uttered ſuch doleful accents 


that one would have thought ſhe was the moſt afflitt- 
ed perſon upon earth; and the chamber was inſtantly. 


hlled with people drawn thither, more out of curio- 


ſty than compaſſion. The relations of the deceaſed. 


no ſooner learned the news of his death, than they 


poured into the houſe to ſeal up every thing ; and; 


found the houſekeeeper in ſuch affliction, that they 
imagined. at firſt, the canon had not made his will; 
but they ſoon underſtood that there was one ſanctioned 


by all the uſual formalities ; which when they came 


to open, and ſaw that the teſtator had diſpoſed of his 


belt effects in favour of Dame Jacinta and the little 
girl, they made his ſuneral ſpeech in terms not much 


o 


t occaſion- 
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to the honour of his 1 7 1 b : they pronounced an 
eulogium on the devotee at the fame time, and even 
beſtowed praiſes on me, who I muſt own deſerved 
ſome at their hands: for the licentrate (reſt his. ſoul j 
in order to make me remember him as long as I live, 
explained himſelf in an article of his will, with re- 
gard to me, in this manner,—** Item, as Gil Blas is 
a young man of ſome underſtanding already, in order 
to compleat his learning, I leave to him my library, 
all my books and manuſcripts without exception.” 

I could not conceive where this pretended library 
could be, having never perceived any ſuch thing in the 
houſe. I knew only of a few papers, with five or fix 
volumes that ſtood upon a ſhelf in my maſter's cloſet, 
and theſe were my lagacy. Tho” he books could 

not be of any great ſervice to me, one being intitled, 
The Compleat Houſewife ; another treated of, Indi- 
geſtion and the Method of Cure; the reſt were, The 
four parts of the Breviary, which the moths had al- 
moſt conſumed. With regard to the aeg ae. the 
moſt curious contained all the proceedings of a law 
ſuit in which he was once engaged, for his prebend. 
After having examined the lagacy with more atten- 
tion than it deſerved, I left it to the relations, who en- 
vied me fo much. I gave them back the very cloaths 
I wore, and reſumed my own ; claiming my wages 
only, as the fruit of my ſervice; and reſolving to ſeck 
a place clſewhere. As for Dame Jacinta, beſides the 
money which was left to her, ſhe was in poſſe ſſion of 
ſome valuable effects, which, by the aſſiſtance of her 
good friend, ſhe had found means to ſecrete, during 
the licentiate's laſt illneſs. 
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Gil Blas engages himſelf in the ſervice of Doctor Sangra- 
do, and becomes a celebrated phyſician. 

Reſolved to viſit Signior Arias de Londonna, and 

conſult his regitter for a new place; but as I was 


juſt 
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juſt going into the blind alley where he lived, I met 
doctor Sangrado, whom I had not ſeen ſince the death 
of my maſter, and took the freedom to ſalute him. 
He recollected me immediately, altho' I had changed 
my dreſs, and expreſſing ſome joy at ſeeing me, “ Art 
thou there, my child ? (ſaid he) I wasjuſt thinking of 
thee ; having occaſion for a good lad to ſerve me, k 
imagined that thou would'ſt anſwer my purpoſe” 
very well, if thou can'ſt read and write.“ Sir, (an- 
ſwered I) in that particular I can do your buſineſs.“ 
« Say'ſt thou ſo! (ſaid he) then thou art the man T 
want: come to my houſe, where tiiou ſhalt find every 
thing agreeable: I will treat tHce with diſtinction ; 
and tho? I give no wages, thon ſhalt want for nothing; 
] will take cere to maintain thee handſomely; and 
will even diſcover to thee the great myſtery of cur- 
ing all difeaſes; in a word, thou ſhalt rather be my 
pupil than my ſervant.” 

I eccepted the doctor's propoſal, in hopes of maks 
ing myſelf illuſtrious in phyſie, under the auſpices of 
ſuch a learned maſter ; and he carried me home with 
him on the inſtant, in order to initiate me in the 
employment for which I was deſigned. This em- 
ployment conſiſted in writing the names and places” 
of abode of the patients who ſent for him while he 
was abroad: for this purpoſe, there was in the houſe 
a regiſter in which an old woman who was his ſole 
domeſtic, ſet down their ſeveral directions; but be- 
ſides that ſhe was utterly ignorant of ſpelling, the 
wrote fo ill, that for the moſt part it was impoſſible 
to decypher her ſcrawl. I was inveſted with the 
charge of this book, which * have been with 
great juſtice fliled a regiſter of the dead; for almoſt 
all the-people whoſe names it contained, gave up the 
ghoſt. I inſerted in it (to uſe the exprefſion,) the 
names of thoſe people who were to ſet out for the 
other world, as the clerk of a ſtage- coach office regi- 
ſteis thoſe who take places, The pen was feldom out 
of my hand, bccanſe tere was not at that time a phy: 
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fician in Valladolid of more credit than doctor Sans; 
grado, who had acquired great reputation with the 
public, by a pomp of words, a ſolemn air, and ſome 
lucky cures, which had done him more honour than 
he deſerved. { | 

He did not want practice, nor, of conſequence, 
money, Which however did not make us ſare the bet- 


ter, his houſckeeping being extremely parſimonious, 


codlins, or cheeſe; which aliments (he ſaid) were 
agreeable to the ſtomach, as being moſt proper for 
trituration, in other words, eaſily brayed. Notwith- 
ſtanding this his opinion, however, he did not ap- 
prove of our eating a belly-full even of them: in 
which, to be ſure, he was much in the right: but if 
he lorbid his maid and me to eat a great deal, he 
allowed us, by way-of recompence, to drink as much 
water as we could ſwallow : far from teſtiicting us 
it this particular, he would ſometimes ſay, © Drink, 
my children, health conſiſts in the ſuppleneſs and 
hameGation of the parts: drink water in great abun- 
dance: it is an univerſal menſtruum that diſſolves all 
kinds of falt, When the courſe of the blood is 00 
languid, this. accelerates its motion; and when too 
rapid, checks its impetuoſity.”” The honeſt doctor 
= was ſo well convinced of the tmith of this doctrine, 
= that he himſelf drank nothing but water, though he. 
Las wel} {tricken in years. He defined old age, a 
natural decay that withers and conſumes us; and in 
WE conſequence of this definition, deplored the 1gnorance 
oi thol- who call“ wine the milk of old men:“ for: 
be main:ained that the juice of the grape waſtes and 
deſtroys them; and with great eloquence obſerved, 
that this fatal liquor is to them, es to all the world, 
WE 2 treacherous friend and deceitful pleaſure. 
| In ſpite of all this fine reaſoning, I had not been 
| eight deys in the houſe, when I was ſeized with a 
looſencſa, and began to fee] great diſorder in my 
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our ordinary food conſiſting of peaſe, beans, boiled 


bowels, which 1 was raſh enough 0 aſcribe to the, 
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univerſal diſſolvent and meagre ſubſiſtence on which 
I lived. I complained of it to my-maſter, in hopes 
that he would relent and allow mes little wine at 
meals: but he was too twuch an enemy to that liquor 
to gratify my expectation. If thou feeleſt in hy- 
{elt (ſaid he to me} any reluctance to ſimple element; 
there are innocent aids in plenty, that will ſupport 
thy ſtomach againſt the inſipid taſte of water ; lage 
{for example) and balm will give it an admurable 
flavour; and an infuſion of corn-poppy, gilly flower; 
and roſemary, will render it ſtil] more delicious.“ 
Notwithſtanding all he could ſay in praiſe of water, 
: and the excellent beveridge he taught me to:compole, 
I drank of it with ſuch moderation, that perceiving 
my temperance, he ſaid, „ Why, truly, Gil Blas, 
I am not at all ſurprized that thou doſt not enjoy 
good health. Thou doſt not drink enough, my 
friend. Water taken in ſmall quantities ſerves only 
to diſentangle the particles of the bile, and give them 
more activity; whereas they ſhould be drowned in a 
copious dilution: don't be afraid, my child, that 
abundance of water will weaken and relax thy to» 
mach; lay aſide that panic fear, which perhaps thou 
entertaineſt of plentiful drinking. I will warrant 
the conſequence; and if thou doſt not look upon me 
as a ſufficient bondſman, Celſus himſelf ſhall be thy 
ſecurity. That Roman oracle beſtows an admirable 
eulogium on water, and afterwards ſays in expreſs 
terms, that thoſe who excuſe their drinking of wing 
on account of a weak ſtomach, do a mamiteſt injury 


to that organ, by uſing ſuch a cloak for their own 
ſenſuality.” | nt 
As it wonld not have looked well for me to ſhew 
myſelf intractable in the very beginning of my career 
in phyſic, I ſeemed perſuaded of his being in the 
right, and will even on T was effectually convinced 
ſo that I continued o drink water on the"guaranty 
of Celfus, or rather to drown my bile in copie 
draughits of that liquor: ànd although I felt myſelt 
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every day more and more incommoded by it, prejus 
dice got the better of experience; ſa happily was [ 
diſpoſed by nature for becoming a phyſician. I could 


vot always, however, reſiſt zhe violence of my diſor- 


der, which increa ed to ſuch a degree, that I reſolved 
at length to leave Doctor Sangrado, but he inveſted 
me with a new employment, which made me change 
that reſolution. * Harkee, my child, (ſaid he one 
day) I am not one of thoſe harſh and ungratetul maſ- 
ters who let their domeſtics grow grey in their fer» 
vice, before they recompence them. 1 am well 
pleaſed with thy behaviour; I have a regard for thee, 
and without farther .delay will make thy fortune. I 
will immediately diſcloſe to thee the whole extent of 
that ſaluiary art which 1 have profeſſed lo many 


5g Other phyſicians make this conſiſt in the knows 


edge of a thouland difficult ſciences: but 1 intend 
to go a ſhorter way to work, and ſpare thee the trou- 
ble of fiudying pharmacy, anatomy, botany, and 
phyſic : know, my friend, all that is required is to 
bleed thy patients, and make them drink warm wa- 
ter. This is the ſecret of curing all the diſtempers 
incident to man. 
I revcal to thee, and which nature, impegetrable to 
my brethren, hath not been able to hide from my 
reſearches, is contained in theſe two points of plenti- 
ful bleeding and frequent draughts of water. I have 
nothing more to impait ; thou knoweſt pbyſic to the 
very bottom, and reaping the fruit of my long expe» 
rience, art become in a twinkling as ſkilful as I am, 
Thou mayeſt (continued he) eaſe me not a little at 
preſent: in the morning thou ſhalt keep our regiltes, 


| and in the afternoon go and viſit a part of my patients ; 


while I take care of the nobility and clergy, thoy 


ſhalt go in my room to the houſes of tradeſmen, 
= where I am called; and when thou ſhalt have prac- 


tiſed ſome time, I will procure thy admiſſion into 
the faculty. Thou art learned, Gil Blas, before thou 


WF zurock phyſician, whereas others preſcribe a long 
| | Ln 


Yes! that wonderful ſecret which 
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time, generally all their hves, without ever becoming 
learned. wo ll 100. 7 
I thanked the doctor for having enabled me with 
ſuch diſpatch to ferve as his deputy ; and as an ad- 
knowledgment of his | favoprs, aſſured him that 1 
would follow his maxims as long as I lived, cveu if 
they ſhould be contrary to thoſe of Hippocrates. 
But this aſſurance was not altagether ſincere; for 1 
diſapproved ot his opinion with regard to water, and 
reſolved to drink wine every day when I went out to 
viſt my patients. I committed my own cloaths to a 
peg for the ſecond time, and put on a ſuit of my 
maſter's, that I might appear in all reſpets like a 
phyſician :' after wir.ch I prepared myſelf for exer- 
ciſing medicine at the expence of whom it ſhould 
concern. | | 
My coup d'c{ſai being upon an Alguazil who was 
ill of a pleuriſy, I ordered him to be blooded without 
mercy, and filled to the tongue with water: I went 
afterwards into the houſe of a paſtry-cook, who lay 
roaring with the gout, and whoſe blood I was na 
more ſparing of than the Alguazil's; taking care alſo - 
not to reſtrict him in the article of water. For tueſe 
preſeriptions I received twelve rials, which made me 
lo enamoured of the profeſhon, that I thought © the 
more miſchief the better ſport.” Coming-out of the 
paltry-cook's houſe, I met Fabricius, whom I had not 
{cen ſince the death of the licentiate Sedillo; and wha 
having looked at me ſome minutes with ſurprize, ſet 
his hands in his ſides, and burſt out into an immode- 
rate fit of laughter. It was not without reaſon; for 
having a cloak that trailed on the ground, with a dous 
blet and breeches that would have ſerved a man four 
times as big as me; my figure was truly original. I 
let him- laugh till he was tired, not witbout being 
temptcd to follow his example; but I conſtrained mys 
ſelf, in order to preſerve decorum, and the better aps 
the phyſician, who is no riſible animal. If my ludi- 
ecrous appearance had excited the mirth of Fabricius, 
my 
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my gravity increafed it; and when he had indulged 
it ſuſhciently, © Upon my conſcience, Gil Blas (ſaid 
he) thou art pleaſantly equipt. Who the devil has 
diſguiſed thee in this manner?“ < Softly, friend fre- 
phed I) foftly.—Learn to ſhew more reſpect for an- 
other Hippocrates; and know, that I am-the deputy 
of doctor Sangrado, the moſt cerebrated phyſician of 
Valladolid, with whom I have lived theſe three 
= weeks. He has taught me phyſic to the very bottom, 
and as he cannot, in perſon, attend all the fick who 
fend for him, I aſſiſt him in his viſitation © he takes 
care of the great, and I of the plcbetans.” Very 
well (replied Fabricius) he leaves the blood of the 
= commuonalty to thee, while he *re{crves that of the 
gentry to himſelf: I congratulate thee upon thy ſhare; 
for it is better to, have to do with the populace, than 
with perſons of faſhion; happy is a ſuperb phy ſician! 
his ſaults are leſs obſerved, end his aſſaſſination leſs 
know. Yes, my child, added he, thy ſituation is to 
be envied, and to ſpeak in the words of Alexander, if 
- I was not Fabricius, I could wilh to be Gil Blas.“ 
To ſhew the ſon of barber Nunnez, that he had 
reainn to praiſe the happineſs of my preſent condi- 
tion, I produced the rials which I had reccived from 
the Alguazil, and paſtry-cook ; upon which, we went 
into a public-houſe in order to ſpend ſome of them: 
here we were ſerved with pretty good wine, which 
the longing deſire I had of taſting that liquor making 
me think till better than it was, I drank huge draughts 
of it, and (no diſparagement to the Roman oracle) the 
more I filled my ſtomach, the leſs did that organ com- 
lain of the injury it received. Fabricius and I havs 
ing ſtaid together a long tinie in the public-houſe, and 
laughed heartily at the expence of our malters, as the 
cuſtom is among ſervants, we parted in the twilight, 
after having made a mutual promiſe of meeting again 
in the ſame place next day in the aſternoon. | 


CHAP, 
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Cil Blas continues to act the phyſician with equal capacity 

and facceſs.—The adventure of the ring retrieved. © 


Had juſt got home, when doctor Sangrado came 

in, to whom I gave an account of the patients 1 
had viſited, and put into his hand eight rials Which 
remained of the twelve I had received for my pre- 
ſcriptions. Eight rials! (ſaid he, after having 
counted them) this 1s a ſmall matter for two viſits; 
but we muſt refuſe nothing.” So it appeared : for he 
kept fix, and giving me two, “ Hold, Gil Blas (ad- 
ded he) there is ſomething for thee to begin Rock : 1 
allow thee a fourth part of what thou'ſhlt get, and 
thou wilt be rich in a very ſhort time, my friend; for 
pleaſe God, there will be plenty of diſeaſes this ſeaſon.““ 
I had reaſon to be contented with my ſhare ; be- 
caule, reſolving to detain always a third part of what 
I ſhould receive from the patients, and afterwards 
touching a fourth of what ſhould remain, it would on 
the whole (if there be any truth in arithmetic) amount 
to one half of what I ſhould carn, This conſideration 
inſpiring me with new ardour for my profeſſion, next 
day when I had dined, I reſumed my phyſical dreſs, 
and going out, viſited ſeveral patients whom I had 
regiſtered, and whom I had treated after the fame 
manner, though their diſtempers were quite different. 
Hitherto, things had gone ſmoothly on, and nobody 
(thank heaven) found fault with my preſeriptions; but 
how ſoever excellent the practice of phyfic wo be, it 
cannot eſcape cenſure: going into the houfe of a gro- 
cer whoſe ſon was dropſical, I there met with a little 
{warthy phyſician, called doctor Cuchillo, whom a 
relation of the grocer's had brought along with him; 
I made profound bows to every body preſent; and in 
particular to the perſon who (I concluded) was called 
to conſult with me about the diſtemper of the patient: 
he ſaluted me with great gravity, then eycing me at- 
tentively 
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tentively for ſome minutes, © Signior doctor (ſaid he) 
pray excuſe my curioſity : I thought I had been ac- 
quainted with all my brethren the phyſicians of Vak 
ladolid: but I confeſs your features are utterly un- 
known to me; ſure you muſt not Rave been long ſet- 
tled in this city.“ I anſwered. that F was a yo 

practitioner, who. as yet only preſcribed under the au- 
{pices of doctor Sangrado. I congratulate you (ſaid 
he bowing): on your having embraced the method ot 


ſuch a great man; and I do not doubt that you are 


already maſter of your buſineſs, notwithſtanding your 
youthiul appearance ” He ſpoke this ſo naturally, 
that I did not know whether he was in jelt or earneſt, 
and I was thinking upon ſome anſwer, when the gro- 
cer intexpoſing ſaid, Gentlemen, I am perſuaded. 
that you are both perfectly well acquainted with the: 
ait of phyſic, therefore pray examine the ſituation of 
my ſon, and preſcribe what you ſhall judge proper 
for his cure,” | | 
» Accordingly, the little doctor enquired into the 
ſtate of our patient, and after having made me oblerve, 
all the ſymptoms of the diſeaſe, aſked in What man- 
ner I propoſed to treat him, *© I am of opinion, 
(ſaid I) that he ſhould be blooded every day, and 
drink hot water in abundance.” At theſe wards, the 
little phyſician ſaid with a ſatirical grin, + And do. 
you think theſe remedies will fave his life?“ Never 
doubt that (cried I, in a reſolute tone) they mult cer. 
tainly produce that effect, being (as doctor Sangrado 
obſerves) ſpecifics againſt all kinds of diltemper. 
& At that rate (replied he) Celſus is very much to, 
blame, in aſſuring us, that for the more eaſy cure of a 
diopſy, it is requiſite to make the patient ſuffer both 
hunger and thirſt.“ Oh! Celfus (I reſumed) is not 
my oracle: he was as hable to miltakes as any otherp 
and I have ſometimes {ound my, account in acting 
1 contrary to his opinion, © 1 perceive by your 

ulcourle {ſaid Cuchillo) the ſure and latisfaftory me» 
thod that Cor Sangrado would inſinuate into young 

j prattitioners; 
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praQitioners : the whole of his practice conſiſts "is, 
bleeding and aqueous draughts ; therefore, I am not 
at all ſurprized to ſee fo many Woneſt people die un- 
der his hands.” None of your invectives (ſaid I, in- 
terrupting him in ſome heat) it does not look well to 
hear a man of your profeſſion caſt ſuch reflections. 
Come, come, Mr, doctor, abundance of fick people 
are ſent to the other world, without being blooded, 
or drinking hot water; and I don't doubt you have 
diſmiſſed your ſhare of tkem : if you have any thing 
to ſay againſt doctor Sangrado, commit it to paper; 
he will anſwer it, and we ſhall ſoon fee on which fide 
the laughers are. By St. Jago and St, Dennis, 
(cried he, in a rage) you are little acquainted with 
doctor Cuchillo ! Know, friend, that I have both 
teeth and nails, and am not at all afraid of Sangrado, 
who in ſpite of his vanity and preſumption, is a 
downright ninny,” The appearance of the little 
doctor making me deſpiſe his wrath, I replicd with 
great bitternels ; he anſwered in the Tame manner, 
and we came to filty cuffs in a very ſhort time : ſome 
blows. paſſed, and each of us loſt an handful of haft, 
before the grocer. and his kinſman could part us; 
which when they had accompliſhed, I was paid for 
my viſit and diſmiſſed, while they retained my än- 


tagoniſt, who ſcemed to them the more ſkilful of 
the two. 45 | 


After this adventuie, I had like to have met with 


another as bad: for going to viſit a fat chanter wh 
was ill of a, fever, I no ſooper mentioned 10t water, 
than he fell. into a rage againſt the ſpecific; curſed and 


ſwore, called me a thquiand names, and even threat- 
ened to throw me out of the window. I moved off 


faſter than I came in, and not chuling to fee = 
© 


more, patients that day, betgok myſel to the hoy 

appointed for the rendezyous between me and Fa- 

bricius, who, was alreadg}there :. and as we rouge 
» 


ourſelves in a frolick ſme humour, we drank hi 


u 
7 and 


6 


and went home in a ſtate of elevation—that is, half 
ſeas over. 1 4 3-0 . 
Signior Sangrado did unt obſerve that I was drunk, 
becauſe he miſtook my extravagaat geſtures, in re- 
counting the quarrel I had with the little doctor, for 
an effect of the emotion occaſioned by the battle: be- 
ſides, having been principally concerned in our dif- 
71 he became a party, and piqued at Cuchillo, 
aid, Thou haſt done well, Gil Blas, in defending 
the honour of our remedies againſt that little abortion 
of the faculty, He affirms then, that aqueous draughts 
are improper for the dropſy ! Ignorant wretch! 1 
maintain I do—that a dropſical patient cannot drink 
too much. Yes, water (added he) can cure all kinds 
of dropſies, as well as rheumatiſms, and the green 
ſickneſs: it is, moreover, excellent in fevers, where 
the patient burns and ſhivers at the ſame time; and 
of incredible effect, even in thoſe diſtempers that are 
imputed to cold, ſerous, and phlegmatic humours': 
this opinion may appear ſtrange to ſuch raw phyfict- 
ans as Cuchillo; but it is eaſily ſupported by theory 
and practice; and if fach as he were capable of rea- 
| ſoning philoſophically, inſtead of decrying my me- 
cod, they would become my moſt zealous parti- 
= zans.” a a 
He did not therefore ſuſpett my being ſuddled, fo 
much was he enraged; for, in order to inflame him 
the moreagains the little doctor, I had thrown into 
my ſtory, ſome circumſtances of my own invention. 
' Nevertheleſs, fired as he was with What I had told 
| "him, he perceived that I drank more water that 
evening than uſual, the wine having made me 
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very thirſty. Any other than Sangrado would have 


ſuſpected my extraordinary drought, and the great 
Araughts I ſwallowed ; but he firmly believed that 1 
began to reliſh watry potions; and ſaid, with a 
mile, “I ſee, Gil Blas, thou haſt no longer an aver- 
Gon to water, Heaven b praiſed, thou drinkeft it 
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now like nectar. A change that does not ſurpriae 
me at alle my friend; for I knew that it Would 
ſoon grow familiar to thy taſte.” Sir N replied) 
there is a time for all things: I would not at preſent 
give a pint of water for an hogſhead of wine.“ The 
doctor, charmed with this anſwer, did not neglect 
ſuch a fair opportunity of extolling the excellence of 
water, but uttered a new culogium on it, not like a 
cold advocate, but with all the ſervour of an enthu- 
ſiaſt. A thouſand times (cried he) a thouſand, and 
ten times more valuable and innocent than the taverns 
of our days, where thoſe baths of ages paſt, into which 
people did not go to proſtitute, in aſhameful manner 
their hves and fortune by glutting themſelves with 
wine; but where people met for amuſement, and 
drank hot water with henour and ſecurity! One can- 
not enough admire the wiſe proviſion of thoſe maſ- 
ters of civil life, who eſtabliſhed public places Where 
water was freely gen to all comers, and who-ſecured 
the wine in the {hops of apothecaties, permitting it to 
be uſed by the — of phyſicians only. What 
ſurprizing ſagacity ! It is doubtleſs (added he) owing 
to ſome lucky remains of that antient frugality, wor- 
thy of the golden age, that there are ſtill a few Who, 
like thou and I, drink nothing but water; and who, 
as a preſervative from, or cure of all diſtempers, 
truſt to hot water unboiled; for I have obſerved that 
boiled water is more heavy, and leſs agreeable to the 
ſtomach.” | 

While he uttered this excellent harangue, 1 had 
like to have laughed in his face more than once: I 
kept my gravity however.—I did more.—I entered 
into the doctor's ſentiments, inveighed againſt the uſe 
of wine, and lamented that mankind had contratted 
a taſte for ſuch pernicious liquor. Then (as my thirſt 
was not ſufficiently quenched) I filled a large goblet . 
with water, and having ſwallowed long draughts of 
it, © Come Sir, (ſaid I t@my. maſter) let us regale 
ourſclves with this benevolent liquor, and revive in 


your 
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your houſe thoſe aurient'baths which you regret ſo 
much.“ He applauded my zeal, and during a whole 
quarter of an hour exhorted me to drink nothing but 
water. In order to familiarize myſelf to this pre. 
ſcription, I promiſed to ſwallow a great quantity 
every evening; and that I might the more eaſily per- 
form my promiſe; went to bed with a reſolution of 
going to the tavern every day. "1H 
Phe oppoſition I met with at the grocer's houſe did 
not deter me from preſoribing warm water and bleeds 
ing next day. As I came out of a houſe hẽere L had 
been to vifit a frantic poet, I met an old woman in 
the ſtreet, who accoſting me, aſked if I was a phys 

fician'? when I anſwered in the affirmative, „ Well 
then (ſaid ſhe) I moſt humbly beg you will come 
along with me; my niece was yeſterday taken ill, 
and 1 don't know. what is the matter with hee.” 
I followed the old gentle woman, who conducted 
me to a houſe, and introduced me io a pretty neat 
chamber, Where I found a perſon in bed, and going 
towards her in order to enquire into the ſymptoms of 
ther diſeaſe, was immediately ſtruck with her features, 
Which, When I had obſerved: ſome minutes, I recol - 
Aected her to be no other than the female adventurer 
Who had ſo dexterouſly ated the part of Camilla. 
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